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F R :E F A C E 

By a Fri£ND. * 

THE following fermons were lent to the prefacer 
by the Rey. Mr Michael Bofton, the author's 
grandfbn. The perufal oi them in the original ma- 
nufcript gave him fo much pleafure, and they appear- 
ed to be fo applicable to the cafe of the prefent time*' 
that he could not refill an inclination to tranfcribe 
them, and give them • to the publi{her« They are 
tranfcribed without any additions or alterations what- 
ever, except what are merely verbal : fo that the dif* 
courfes are the genuine compodtion of the worthy- 
author,, whofe praife is in all the churches. 

The reader will fee fronl the titles and dates of the 
feveral fermons, that they were preached at different 
times, and on various oceafions, . particularly on days 
of folemn fading : on which it is rational to think,, 
that fo holy and judicious a minifter, fo accurate an 
obferver of the times,, one whofe heart glowed witb* 
zeal for the glory of God, the purity and peace of 
the church, and the advantage of his country, would 
freely declare his opinion as to the ftate of public^ 
matters, and the evidences of the divine difpleafure- 
with the geileration. 

In tlfe fibrft ferraoa the author has i» view the in-- 

jury he ftt^jpfed was done to gofpel-truth by the* 

a£ts of affembly 17^0 and 1722, in a)iidemning a 

book, entitled. The Marrow of modern Divinity^- 

wherein the two following- propofitions were ftigma-^ 

tized as erroneouSj viz. That as the law is the co* 

venant cf works f. believers are wholly and altogether^ 

fet free from its and, That believers are Jet free 

both front the commanding and condemning power of 

the covenant of works \ and by a former affembly's. 

eondemning as unfound and moft deteflable another 

proportion, That it it not found and orthodox to teacby, 

that we muft forfake fin in order to our coming tS' 

9kr\fi* Our author has illuftrat^ and vindicated^ 
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thefe three propofitions in his notes on the Marrow, 
and more Jjrgely in that excellent work of his juft 
now publifhed, entitled, A View of the Covenant of 
Works from the f acred R*: cords* It is a pity that this 
book was not publiflied along with his View of the 
Cor^enant of Grace^ as they are both on the Tame 
plan, they mutually illuftrate each other, and the 
litter is a continuation of the former. Its e^neiging 
now out of its long obfcurity, may be confidered as 
a great raercy to the generation, and a feafonable 
and vtJuablc acquifition to the caufe of Chriftianity. 
It may be very fafely faid, that thefe two books are 
by far the mofl elaborate, judicious, and evangeli- 
cal treatifes on thefe fubjefts that have hitherto ap- 
peared in the Chriflian church. So that, in refpe£t 
of them and his other excellent writings, we may 
fay of our author, as did the late Mr Ralph Erfkincjt 

His golden fen to future times will bear 

J Us fame y till in the clouds his Lord appears^ . 

Since the time of pafling the above-mentioned aSs^. 
fo injurious to fome prv cious gofpel -truths, a flood" 
of Pelagian, Arminian^ Socinian, and Arian errors 
has overfpread the land, and errors everfive of the 
fundamental -doftrlnes of Chriftianity, are publicly^ 
taught from fome pulpits, nay publiflied to the world, 
without check or control. And if the foundations he 
dejlroyedy whatjhall the righteous do? 

Our author has fpoke pretty fully of the abounding 
fm and impiety of the age ; which, alas, has fearfully 
increafed fince his time, particularly horrid and pro- 
fane fwearing, perjury, fornication/ adultery, rob- 
bery, and murder; fo that hecaufe of thefe things the 
land mourneth. And if we add thereto our fafhion- 
ablc and polite diverfions, fuch as theatrical enter- 
tainments, balls, ifc together with contempt of the 
gofpel, profanation of the Lord^s day, luxury, pride, 
corruption, and abufe of mercies, which the Lord 
has vifibly punifhed, for feveral years part, by unfa- 
vourable feafons and dearth of the heccflaries of life, 
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we may lay our account widi fome heavy judgements 
being inflifted upon us. 

' There are fome particulars mentioned hy our au- 
thor as grounds of the Lord^s controi^erfy with the 
land, which fome of our modern clergy will not be 
difppfcd to view in the fame light. But the ftienda 
of truth will furely think, that the opinion of the 
GREAT Mr Boston is more to be regarded than 
that of moral haranguers, or the whole tribe oi our 
hiftorian, philolbphical, poetical, and tragedian di- 
vines, who feem to be far from, reliihing the pure 
truths of the go{pel, and doftrines of the reformation. 

The following fermons may therefore be confider- 
cd as the teftimony of a faithful minifler, who has 
long ago entered into his Mafber*s joy, againft the 
overfpreading errors, wicked nefs, and abominations 
of the day, and as pointing out the duty of faints and 
finners in fuch perilous times. 

As one or two of the fermons are but fhort, fome 
may be apt to think that they are not fo full as tbcy 
were delivered.- It appears that !Mr Ecrfron was not a 
verbofe, but concife preacher ; and his intimate friends 
and contemporaries aflcit» that he generally wrote his 
fermons as full as he delivered them. 

It fliall only be further added, that if the author's 
excellent book, juft publifhed, entitled, J View of 
the Covenant of IVorks from the /acred Records^ fhall 
meet with due encouragement, as the importance and 
utility of the ' fubjeft give ground to think it will^ 
the prefacer is authorifed to fay, that the Rev. Mr 
Bofton, the author's grandfon, who is poffeflcd of all 
his manufcripts, will be induced to publifh fome 
other excellent treatifes and fermons of our author, 
which arc very elaborate and exaft^ on fubjedls of the 
laft importance to the fouls of men. And it is ho- 
ped, that his great work on the Shorter Catechifm, 
which is now tranfcribir.g for the prefs, will meet 
with ample encouragement, efpecially as his former 
works have met with a kind reception, and had a ra* 
pid fale. 

Edinburgh^ Aprii it, 1772. 
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The Duty of redeeming the Time in evil 
Bays, illuftrated and enforced. 



SERMON 

Preached at Etthick, May 27. 17229 being the 
Lord's day immediately firilowing the rifing of the 
General Aflemhly that year* 

£PRBSIAMS T. l6. 

Itedeeming the time^ hecaufe tht days dtt eviU 

IN the prece£iig verfe, the apoftle exhorts the £• 
phefians to %)aUt circumfpe£llyj that isj acca-. 
rately, exa£bly, and precifeiy, endeavouring ia 
tiie moft minute things in their walk to be regular 
and holy ; ihewing withal, that true wifdom requires 
fuch exaelnefs of life. Our text points out one thing 
wherein their fpiritual wifdom (hould efpecially ap- 
pear, viz. Redeeming the time^ becaufe the days art 
evil. In which vtords we have. 

I . A duty enjoined, redeeming tie time* The ex- 
preflTion is metaphorical, taken froin merchants who 
wait the market, improve the feaibn of making gain ; 
and if at any time they^havc loft by theic negligence, 
they beftir themfelves to catch the feafon again when it 
offers. Thus fhould we do with the time, or feafon of 
grace and good works, the feafon for doing or getting 
good. That time is often mifpent, the feafon is ilipt | 
"and we muft endeavour 10 buy it back ^gain, by 
doubling our diligence in the prefent time, as th^ 
traveller who has gone too flow dirough the day, la- 

t ' iJ^ hours 



2 The Duty of redeeming the Tlmtf 

bours to redeem the |ime by mending his pace, whef& 
if Tgrowstowards cvehing. 

2. The reafon of the duty, hecanfe the days are 
tviL Not that any days are in themfelves evil or un- 
lucky, more than others ; but that they were days 
•wherein much evil fell out. and was to fall out. The 
days the apoftle fpeaks of were evil, in refped of the 
great evils going on in them among men, which put 
profeiibrs in hazard of (inning or fuffering. They 
were enfnar i^ ^ days, both in refped of principles and 
graf^ic^s,) faile dp£):rine wa$ vented. by many, the 
tefurre£t;ion was denied, juftification by faith alone 
cppofed, and the purity of the gofpel overthrown by 
many: fcandalous pra£lices were introduced; and 
perfecution was raifed in feveral places, and was on 
the growing hand.' 

The fcope and meaning of the words may be fum- 
med up in the following do£trinal note, viz. 

DoCT. Whenmens lot falls in evpl daySf the evil 
. cf thefe days calls aloud to them to redeem time^ g,nd 
double their diligence. ^ 

For the illuftration of this dodrine, I fliall (hew, 
^ I. What it is to redeem time. 

II. Why the evil of the days wherein mens lot is 
caft mould move them to redeem time. 

III. Laftlyy Apply the fubjeft in an ufe of exhor- 
tation and of reproof. 

I. The firft thing propofed is, to fliew what it is to 
redeem time. It imports,, 

I . A convi£lion of mifpending of time, and mif- 
improving feafons of grace. Thofc will never fct 
themfelves to redeem time, who are not duly convin- 
ced of their fquandering it awav, felling'it off, and 
not enriching themfelves with tne price. We have 
feen better ^ays than now they are; glorious days of 
the Son of man have been in Scotland, in puri- 
ty, plenty^ ami peace. But may not the looking 

^ back 



WuftraUd and enforced. j 

back to the improTement made pf them, fill at with 
€Onvi£lioQS of mifimprovement ? And, 

(i.) How many are there, who to this day are out *'aJ^, 
of Chrift, ami have no faving intereft in the covenant ^' 
of grace, but arc aliens from the commonwealth ef If 
raelf and fir angers from the covenants of promife^ ha* 
ving no hopCy and ivithout God in the world P Eph. ii« 
12. If the market of free grace were clofed, they^ 
poor fouls, have as yet bought none of Chrift's waresy 
for as long as they have ftood in th« maftet-place. 

(2.) What have ye done for God, and what ha^ie 
you done for etemiiy, in the time which ye have had ? 
God's glory is the end of your creation ; the woik he 
has put in your hand to nil up your titne with, is to 
work out your own falvation with fear and tremblings 
Phil. ii. 12. Ye were not fet down in the world, ^as 
the leviathan In the fea, to play yourfetves ; but to 
honour God, and fee to your eternal falvatioh. Now 
much of that time is over. Ye have done much to 
advance your worldly intereft, to fatisfy your Iufts> 
to diihonour God, and to ruin your owfi louls % but 
what have ye done for God's glory and your foul^ 
ialvation ? 

(3.) Who of us all have done for God, what we 
might have done, and what we have had opportuni- 
ty to have done ? Have we not flipt many precious 
occafiens th^t might have been improved for the ho- 
nour of Gpd ? Has not a vain world often cheated v^% 
and fpiritual flothfulnefs caft us into a deep ileep, 
and an inactive frame and difpofition, while fair and 
promifing occafions have ilipt through our fingers ? 

(4.) Has any of us got that vi£^ory over our cor- 
ruptions, or. made fuch advances in holinefs of heart 
and life, as are anfwerable to the time that we have had 
under the means of grace ? Have we grown up ia 
grace, anfwerable to the years of our ftanding in the 
Lord's vineyatd ? 

(f.) Are ye provided for aitRme of trial, and furniih- 
cd for a wildernefs-journey ? If not,, furely it is neither 

A 2 i<^ 



4 The JOufy ff redeeming the Thne^ • 

for want of warning) nor want of time and opperto^ 
nity ; but by ipifpending of time. A day of common 
calamity feems to be making hafte upon us | but are 

.our chambers of prote£iiion provided by us to enter 
into? A darknefs, a mid is arifen in the way to 
Zion ; are you fo acquainted with the way in the clear 

.day) as to l>e capable to know the road even in a mid I 
(6.) LaiUyy Are jour evidences for heaven dear ? 

, We know not how foon we are to pais off into an- 
other world; but, alas! it is to be feared, that many 
have no evidences at all for a better world ; and that 
fuch as have, theirs are very dark. Thefe things may 

. fuffice to convince of mifpending of time; the re- 
deeming of vhich imports a convi£bioR of. 

2. To redeem tioie, imports a£kivity and applica- 
tion to our great work which we have to do in the 
World. Thus we find the fpoufe fetting herfelf to re- 
deem time. Cant. iii. i. 2. By night on fny bed I 
^fimght him whom my foul ioveth •* / fought htm^ but I 

Jkund him net*. I lyill rife itstv, anigcf about tie city 
in the fireetSj and in the broadways I will feek him 

i^hom' my foul hvetL We nuift at length beitir our- 
felves, fiiake off floth^ b^ denied to our carnal ea&) 

•and ply our work in good earneiL Merchants wha 
through their own flothfubiefs have mlfled their mar- 

; ket at a time^ will do fo that they may get their lofs 
made up : aiul Chriftians «muft do fo too^ who mind 
So redeem their time ; for there is no getting deeping 

.IK> heaven. . 

3.. It imports catching of feafons that offer them* 
felves agam for procuring or increafing our fpiritual 

•fiock* We Ttax^ be faber^ and watch unto prayer^ 
I Pet. iv. 7« We mud do as fij^nbadad's fervanu 

/^id, 1 Kings xx» 33. Now the men did diligently oh- 

ferve whether any ihing would come from him^ and 

: did hazily catch it. As men who being to go a long 
voyage, but have flept while wind and^ide ferved, 
and fo mifled the occafion of fetting off", will watch 
|be &X& upportUQity therqa£t;er2 and lay bold on it 

* . * iKhen 



ithca It comes. Many a fair oocafioir for Tmnui^ 
nud's land has beea ncglefled \ O diat at length we 
were wife to let no more flrp ! 

4, Laftljy It imports improving the prefent time- 
diiigently, as men who have a great lofs to make 
op. Thos did the fpoufe, Cant. iii. 4. // vtas but 
a little that I paffedfrom tbem^ but I found him wbanr 
my foul bweth ; / held him^ and would not kt him go,, 
until I bad brought him into my motber^s houff^ and in^ 
to the chamber rf her that conceived me. There is^ 
no other way of redeeming paft time^ but by better 
improving the prefent time while it is among our 
hands. We fhould then be more frequent and more 
fervent in fpirituad exereifes, carefully laying out 
ourfelvesy that the time remaining may be filled up 
to the beft advantage. Time is preoioua> let. us not: 
he laviih of it any mor& 

n. The Cecond head of di&ourfe is to ftew, wh^ 
the evil of the days wherein mens lot is eaft ihtuldi 
move them to redeem time. 

1. Becaufe it is ^ mifpending of time and mif- 
unproving^ the feafons of grace^ that^brings fuch evil) 
days on a church or people called by the name o( 
Chrift. That is the fixed rule of God's d]fpenfation&> 
towards his church, 2 Chron^xv. 2. The Lord is with* 
yoUf while ye be with bim^ and if. ye feek hnn^ he 
will be found of you i but if ye forfake himi he .wilt' 
jorfake you. Mifimproving of (eafoas of grace makes- 
inning times, and finning times make enfnaring^ 
and fufFering tim'es. And what is th^ reafon of all* 
the evils of our day, but unfruitfukiefs under'thevglo*- 
rious gofpel? The light has been abufed, and dark«>- 
nefs -therefore comes on: we have long had Ugllc. 
without heat and warmth of affeftion, and therefore 
^e light itfelf is on the declining hand* And it i»' 
highly reafonabie^ that fmarting under mifpendinj^ 
of time we be ftirrcd up to redeem it. 

2, Bccaufc fuch days threaten the removal of jDppdr*>- 

A 2 tunitittft> 
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tnnities of doing and getting good as formerly, Ecc). 
xi. 2* Thou kttciwefi net what evil JImR be up9n th€ 
earth. The d^iys of Noah and Lot were evil days ; 
and they redeemed time, the one by preparing an 
ark timely, the other by a timely efcape out of So- 
dom : and had' they hot done fo, the one had been 
carried away with the dtluge, and the ether had 
periihed in the flames of Sodom. They that will 
not do when they may, may come to fee the time 
when they (hall not have opportunity when they 
would. When men have no ufe for God's candle 
Ibt up among them to let them fee to work, he will 
readily take it away, or at leaft it fhall burn very 
dim. Redeem time; for God is plainly £iying to 
you, Wh^ among yam will give ear to this? who will 
iearkenf and bear for the time to comeP If. xlii. 23. : 

3. Becaufe fuch days are dangerous and enfnaring 
days, and therefore people have the more need to be 

m>n their guard : And if they do not fet themfelves 
to tow againft the ftream of the day, they will b( 
fair to be carried down the ftream with others. 
Therefore our Lord fays, Becaufe initpiityjball abound^ 
the love tf many fi>aU wax cold^ Matth. xxiv. 1 2. 
When a land or country is infe£led with the plague, 
every one fees himfelf obliged to take more than or« 
dinary care about bimfelf, left the fprcading conta- 
gion c^tck hold of him : now, fptrkual infe^lion ii» 
Srinciples and practices aie vifibly fpreading at this 
ay ; and we are like men in a throng, if we do not 
lorcibly prefs forward, we cannot miis to be carried 
off our feet, and.canied backward by the croud. 
The caufe of truth and hoUnefs is fo fully on the 
field againft a declining generation, that no man cait 
ftand neutral, but he muft lofe ground to the enemy. 

4, Becaufe God is nMich diihonoured in fuch days; 
^nd that ihould couch our hearts very nvarly. This 
was David's practice, Pfal. cxix. 136. Rivers of wa^ 
ters run down mine eyes ,• becaufe they keep not thj^ 
4(xv> U is very natut^ for the children o£ God^ 

vhTO 
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when tbey fee tbeir Father remarkablj diflionouredy 
that their hearts ftir within them, as was the cafe of 
Paul, when he was at Athens, md/aw ihi city tuiip/- 
fy given to khlatryt A£ts xvii. i6. Remarkable is the 
ftorj of the dumb fon of Croefus king of Lydia, who^ 
feeiQg a foldier, when his father's capital city, SardiSf 
was taken by Cyrus the Perfian, ready to give the 
king, whom he did not know, a (troke upon the head 
vnA his fcimitar, made fuch a Ytolent effort and 
ftruggle» out of feai and tendemcfs for the life of his 
father, that he broke the (bings of his tongue, and 
cried out. Soldier f fpart the life ofCrfxfus. The fur- 
ther others go from him, thev will endeavour to 
draw the nearer to him. At luch a time there is a 
fpecial call from Heaven, faying, Wh is on my fide f 
And when the honour of God fo lies at ftake, in the 
conijpiracy of a generation againft it, it is fad for 
men to be afleep; nay, it is high time to awake* 

5. fiecaufe as redeemijig of time is always feaibn* 
able, fo it is in a fpecial ^nanner feaibnaUe when the 
days are evil. There is a peculiar beauty in it to be 
beft when others are worft, to be awake when the 
virgins round about are flumberine and Seeping* God 
takes fpecial notice of fuch ; as ni the cafe ol Noah, 
of whom it is faid, Gen. vi. 9. Noah was a jttft 
man, and perfe^ m his generatiensy and Nsab walk* 
ed with C$d; and alfo in the cafe of Lot, of whom 
the apoftle Peter (ays, 2 epift. ii^ 7. 8. God deliver-' 
<d jufi Lot, vexed vfitb the filthy converfiition of the 
wicked : far that righteous man dwelling among them, 
in feeing and bearings vexed his righteous foul from 
day to aay, with tbeir unlawful deeds* Redeem time 
in tbefe evil days» fo (hall ye outflioot Satan in his 
own bow, and turn the can^gn upon him, who en« 
deavours tQ carry you away with the ftream. To 
take occafion from good to do evil' is deviliih, but to 
take occafion from evil to do good 13 divine. 

6. Becaufe mens own intereft lies in it. They 
^t are avrakc ija a way of duty while ethers ileq 
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(hall reft in a way of privilege when the peaCH of 5* 
thers (hall be broken, Hab. iii. i6. — I trembled in my^ 
Jelfy that I might rejl in the day of trouble. To ftand 
at a diftance from finful: courfes,. in a (inning dme^^ 
is the way to fafety and comfort in a fuffering time«, 
llence is that commii&on from the Lord in favour of 
bis people, £zek. ix. 4. Go through the midft af the 
eity^ through the mid/l of Jerujedem^ and Jet a mark 
%ip(m the foreheads, of the- men that Jigh\ and that cry 
for all the abominations that be done in the midft there" 
^. It is pleafing to the fleih to go with the multi-« 
tude, in-, a time of God's patience with a finfiLl gene- 
f ation : but when the Lord comes to plesd his contro-* 
"?erfy with the generation, there wHl be a dreaclfui 
leckoning, and they will then come off vnth lofs« 
'^xiHthou haft a fe^ names even in Sar£sy which havi 
^pt defiled their garments / and they fball vmlk with 
me in white : for they are worthy^ Rev. Ki. 4. 
. 7. Laftly, This is a rational way of ad:ing> and fo- 
do. wife men in their temporal: affairs. If a harveft* 
4ay be cloudy or windy, do not men the more vigo* 
roufly haadle their ficU.es ? If a dearth be feared, are! 
BOt men the more careful to provide for themfelves ? 
£ven the very ants are bufy in harveft, while the win* 
ter is approaching* But, alas ^ the chiltiren of thia- 
world are wifer in their generation than the children 
of light; and the fluggard needs to he fet to fchooi 
to learn of the ants. 

I come now to the application of this doftrinC| 
which is the principal thing I had in view. And 

Use I. fhall be of exhortation. O let us be ftirred 
up to redeem time, becaufe our days are evil. Alas \ 
our days are evil days with a witnefs, and they are 
ftiH growing worfe and worfe ; and the progrefs in 
the way of evil is fo fwift, that we feem tp be very 
fitar arrived at that pitch, at which the Lord's anger 
may be expefted to break forth into a fiame. Our 
days are evil days . in feveral refpefts ; in refpeft of 
corruption of doftriae and principles of religion ; — -in 

toff ^ 
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t^Sg^Xk of abounding fin ;— in refped: of die hiding of 
the Lord's face \ — ^in refped of threatened wrath and 
impending judgments ; — and in refpe£t of the guilt 
of former times yet unpurged away. 

Firfty Our days arc evil days in refped of corrup- 
tion of do£^rine and prindpks of religion. The tares 
are fown and grow apace in the Lord's field. Papiils 
mre fpreading their poifon, and PrelatiftstbeirS) with- 
out due check or control. A fpirit of apoftafy from 
the faith oiice delirered to the faints, appears eminent- 
ly in thefe our unhappy days, wherein the yery founda- 
tiona- of religion are ftruck at, and the myfteries of h 
called tO'aa aecoi)a»t before the bar of corrupted reafon^ 
and meafured with the crooked reed of man's- natural 
fight. And at this day is that fulfilled amongft us hi 
this church, which the apoftle addrefled to the elders 
of the church of Ephefus, Jlfs of your (rwn felves JbaU 
men arijej /peaking perverfe thingSy t* draw awaf 
difcipies aft0^,themy Ads xx. 30. The fpring of go- 
l^f-dbfkrine, which fbmetime ran dear, is now &d» 
turbed, truth is fallen in our ftreets,'and equity cannot 
^ento*, and Zion's wounds are multiplied in the houfe 
of her friends. The days are evil on this account : for^ 

I. It is very diihonourable to our Lord Jefus Chrifl^ 
the purchafe of whofe blood gofpel- truths are 1^ for c^ 
theni we fliould never have heard, had not he given 
himielf ..to the death for loft finqeis. And the more 
they are obfcured and vailed, the more is the Mediae 
tor's glory eclipfed ; which n;(ay be matter of mourn- 
ing to thofe who loYe his name. > 

a. It is an evidence that the favcnirof the glorious 
gofpel is much loft, and that the glorious truths there- 
of, on which exer^ifed fouls have t f tec fweetly fed^ 
are much difrelifiied. And fo it fpeaic^^ fonl-exerci/e 
to be very rare, and th<5 experience of the power of 
truth on mens fpirits to be lallen very low. 

3. It is a fore- token of tfaiQ wock of converfion^ 
which has long been very rare, its being yet more 
csre« The gofpel is the great 9ieaa of converfion of 
Tji * \ fiime^s 
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finners unto God, GolLuu 2. and therefore 'S:i^to 
ftrives with all his might to pervert it, and fo to make 
it the more unfit for reaching of its end. 

4. It is a fad prognose of the further wofi^l decay 
of pradical godlineft . The doSrine which is of God 
is according to godline/sy Tk, i. 1.5 and that which 
hath not a tendency to promote real godlinefs, is not 
a doctrine from God. The law in its due place l^adr 
ing finners to Ckrift> and leading them as a rule- of 
life in Cl^'ift, tends to this end: but when it is put 
out of its due place, it is- perverted, and will never 
produce more like holinefs, but a caircafe (^ formal 
performances unacceptable to God, in fome; and 
more licentioufnefs and uotendernefs in others, aa 
may be obferved in the lives of thofe who fo handle 
the law as to confound it with the goipel, John vil; 
19. Did not Mofes give you the Jaw, and yet none ^f 
y9U keepeth the law P 

. 5. There is a bias in the corrupt nature of man in 
a very eminent meafure, whereby people are ready to 
entertain corrupt principles ; and fo they are ready to 
be fubverted by them. For there is not an error 
vented ia the world, but it has fome one luft or other 
akin to it in the hearts of men. And there is a pe- 
culiar bias to legalifm, which is the temptation and 
fnare of our day. 

6| Human leamuig is highly advanced in^ our days, 
andlthe power of godlinefs is under a great decay. 
An^ none are b capable to do a mifchief to^ religion 
as thofe learned men, who are ftrangers to the power 
cf godlinefs. Thit. iak by whicK religion comes to 
be moulded in a fuit}brene&. to carnal reafon, and fo 
fc perverted. v 

7. It is a great fign of the Lord's anger againft a fin- 
ful gener ^ticil^ for their not receiving the truth in love. 
Hence fays the apoftle, 2 ThefF. ii. 10. 11. — fVith aU 
deceivablemfs of unrighteoufnefsy in them that perijh ; 
hecfufe they received not the love qfthe truths thai 
they might ijijaved. Andjor this eaufe God Jball fond 

them 
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tijem Jlrong delujimj. that they JbauU hiUeve m AV. 
This calls aloud to you to redeem the time i and, 

ift^ To labour to get the knowledge of the truth, 
to know what we .believe, and to underftand the prin- 
ciples <^ the religion which we profefs ; and for this 
caufe to improve the means of knowledge. Igno- 
iance is dangerous at all times, efpecially in fuch evil 
days. 

2dfy^ To ftudy to- know why you believe, and to 
underftand the reafons of your principles. • Hence 
the apoftle Peter exhorts. Be ready always to give an 
an/vrer to every man that ajieth yeu a reafm ef the 
hope that is inyou^ with meekne/sandfoarj i Pet. iii« 
1 5 . Many have been too eafily fatisfied with the prin« 
ciples which they have learned, without inquiring 
into the icripture- grounds of them : but furely this 
calls aloud to the pra^lice of the Bereans, who were 
more noble than tho/e in Theffalonicaj in that they re^^ 
ceivedthe word with aUreadinefs of mind^ andfearch* 
ed the fcriptures daity^ whether tho/e things werefo% 
A£ts xvii. II. 

'^dly^ Labour to be experimental Chriftians, to feel 
Sie power of truth in your own fouls ; to know Chriji^ 
and the power of his refurreEiion^ and the fellow^ 
Jbip of his fufferings^ being made conformable to his 
death f Phil. iii. lo. Raw unfek notions in the head 
are eafily parted with in a <lay of trial ; but experience 
of the power of truth rivets it in the heart : which is 
the true reafon why many fimple men and women 
hold faft the truth, when learned divines let it gO} 
for all the human learning in the world will not give 
men fuch a hold of the truth as Chriflian experience 
will give. Thefe duties the cafe of our day calls for 
at all hands. 

But for your further dire£tion, as to what is your 
duty at this day, when the harmony in the fong of the 
watchmen is marred, and fome are deftroying what 
others build up, and a fpirit of error is undoubtedly 
gone forth* I would fay^ . 
* (1.) Be 
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{i •) Be not ye unconcerned with the public ftate o£ 
^flairs in that point. For the hGaour of God, and the 
caufe of truth, lie at flake : and there is^a wo de« 
nounced againft fuch cardefs ones, Amos vi. i. IV9 
U them that are -at eafe in Zum. Some, if they get 
their own worldly afiairs right, they are little con- 
cerned to know what way it goes with the church an4 
interefl: of Chrift ; they think it none of their buii* 
nefs, Phil* ii. 21. For aU fe^k their imm^ not the 
things which are Jefus Chrifi*Sm Some, from a pro<- 
fene and wicked principle of .loofeaefs, look on the 
confufions of the day widi fatisfafbion, faying in their 
hearts. Aha, fo would we have it, like the children 
of Edom, who faid in the day of Jerufalem's diftrefs, 
Rafe it J rafe it, even to the jfiundatian thereof Pfal. 
cxxxvii. 7* Others (hew concern about them; but 
the great tbing with them is, thereby to gratify their 
curiofity, or fome particular humour of theirs ; but 
their hearts a,re not afFe^ed with them as kindly chil- 
dren of Zion. 

But I would advife you to a cordial concern, m 
your moft fecret retirements before the Lord,, in thefe 
matters. Take to heart the difhouour done to God 
thereby, the wounds given to truth,, the ftroke reach- 
ed to true religion, and the danger to the fou^^ of 
men. Shew fuch fympathy wirh God's interef^C as 
you may be capable to fay before the Lord, The zeai 
wf thine houfe hath eaten me up ; and the reproaches of 
them that reproached thee^ are fallen upon me^ Pfal. 
Ixix. 9. If 1 forget thee^ Jerufalem^ let my right 
hand forget J)er cunning, ^ I do not remember thee^ 
iet my tongue cleai;e to the roof of my mouth j if 
I prefer not Jerufalem above ^my chief joy^ Pfal. 
cxxxvii. ^. '6. Mourn over thefe things in fecret, as 
the fele£t few in Jerufalem did, Ezek. ix. 4. fore- 
cited. Wreftle with God in prayer for his appear- 
ance, for his return ^o the land, to ordinances, and 
to the fpirits of his miuiflers and people. Hear what 
the Lord -fay^, Have Jet watchmen upun thy vialls^ 

• 1 



iUufimted dmt tf^f arced. I j 

0' ferhfakmi which Jball never hold their peace d^ 
mr night : ye that make mention of the Lordf keej> nst 
ftlence; and give him no rejky till he eftahUJh^ arid till 
he make JefuJuUm « freeze in the earthy IL Ixii. 
•d. 7. 

(2.) Let nmr hearts be impreffed with awful 
thoughts of tne anger of God agaisft the ^eneratioq^ 
appearing m that matter, Hab. Hi. i6w it is an aw- 
ful thought, that Zion-butlders are now turned like 
Babel^-burlderS) through the -anger of God» that thqr 
-cannot underftand one another* It waa a iad fign to 
Jeruialenii when coak of fire Were taken froQ^ be- 
tween the cherubims, apd fcattered over the city» 
Ezek. X. 2. And when the angel took fine off the al- 
tar, and taft it on the earth. Rev. viii. 5. fearful con- 
f ufions enfued. Thefe roais of fire are fcattered a* 
mongft us, and the profpe£t of the iffiie may catife a 
ferious obferver to tremble* 

(3.) Be duly affe6led with the hazard of your own 
fouls in fuch a time. Tliere is darker on every hand^ 
when tlie anger of the Lord feenis to be againft the 
whple multitude .of us. Let tio man adventure to 
lodge th"fe caufes of wrath in one party. Some may 
be deeper than others in the finful courfe ; but aU 
jiave a deep hand in the provocation. Hear what the 
Lord 'fBys to Ifrael, Ezek. vii. 12. 13. 14. The time 
is come^ the day draiveth near ■: let not the Buyer re^ 
joiccj ntor the feller mourn : for wrath is upon all th^ 
multitude thereof. For the feller, fhall n%t return to thc^ 
ixjhich is fold, although they were yet alive : for the 
vifton is touching the whole multitude thereby which 
fball not return : neither fhatl amy flrengthen bhnfelf 
in the iniquity of his life* They have blown the trum'- 
fety even to make all ready ^ hut mne gbeih to the 
hat tie : for my wrath is upon -all the multitude thereof 
There is a danger of flraying both to the right and 
left hand in this time of the Lord's anger. And if 
the Lord do not pity, there may be frightful monu-i 
t B ment« 
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ments of the Lord's anger on both hands, giving up 
men to ftrong delufions. 

(4.) Give yourfdves folemnly away to Chrift, te 
'be by him carried fafely through the wUdernefs in the 
dark and cloudy day. Say with the prophet, Therefore i 
'^u^iil look unto the Lord ; '1 vjHI wait for the Codofrnj 
faivatiofif my Coc' will hear me^ Micah vii. 7. In con- 
^deration di your danger, take Mm amew for your guide 
•arid leader, faying widi the fpoUfe, Cant. i. 7- Tell me^ 
^ thou whom my foul lovethy where thoufeedeft^ where 
thou makeft thy flock to reft at noon :for whyfhouldihe as 
one that tumeth afide.hy the flocks of thy comfanimis f 
Our own wifdom is not to be trnfted at any time, e* 
fpecially when the days are evil. Now when you fee 
the mift arifing, take fad hold of him ; when you fee 
the ftorm a-coming, chufe him for your pilot, and 
'Commit yourfelves to his condu£l through the waves. 

(5.) Keep up habitually a holy jealoufy over your- 
ielves, and confidence in the promife.of dire6^ion, 
iand a conicientious believing ufe of the means of his 
appointment. That h©ly jealoufy is neceflary in re- 
fyt€k of thefnarcs in the evil day, and the corruption 
of our hearts lb ready to entangle us in them. He 
that trufteth in his own hearty is afool^ Prov. xxviii. 
26. The promifes are many on which faith is to be 
'cxercifed ; as. The meek will he guide in judgment : 
and the meek wilt he teach his way^ Pfal. xxv. 9* / 
mtill inftru^ thee and teach thee in the way which thou 
(bait go: I will guide thee with mine eye^ FfaL xxxii. 
•8. Thine ears fball hear a word behind fhccy faying^ 
This is the way^ walk ye in it^ when ye turn to the 
right handf and when ye turn to the lefty If. xxx. 2 r . 
And you muft ufe the means in confidence of the pro- 
inife, Cant. i. 7. 8. When the fpoufe prayed for di- 
reftion. Tell me^ &c. quoted above, the Bridegroom 
replied, If than know noty thou fair eft among WQmejiy 
go thy way forth by the footfteps of the flacky and feed 
thy kids beftde the fbepherds tents. Go ye and do 
ilkcwifc. 

(6.) Beware 
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(6.) Beware of thofe' things particularlyi wbiclv 
leave men to be a prey to dclufion in evil days^ and 
for which God leaves tbem to be carried away with 
the torrent. And thefc arrf, . * 

[1.3 Worldly-mindednefs, den(»fed| Rev. vii. ti^ 
by the earths Carnat earthly profcflbrs are ready to 
get a caft in fuch a day y they whofe God'is the world, 
vnW be fure fo hold by. it, whf a Chrift and the world 
part. Why has the caufe of God fo few friends, but, 
becaufe the wdrLd has fo many ? The world's eafe, 
advantagjs, good word, and its nraltitude, have 2k' 
great fway with men, to the prejudiee of their duty, 
as in the cafe of Demas, a Tim. iv. 10. who forfook . 
the apoftle Paul, having Joved this prefent world. 

[2.] Inftability and wavering, denoted^ Rev. vii. 3. 
by the fea* They that have itching ears after novel- 
ties, are ready to be caught in the fnare. And hence : 
it, is, that at this day old foiid tr^sths are loathed and 
difreliihed, and the land-mirks iet by our fathers> 
ar-e- removed. 

[3.3 Pride and felf-Gonceit, delected. Rev. vii. 3*. 
by the trees. None are readier to fall into the fnare* 
than thofe who are high in conceit with themfelves.. 
The humble foul lies faireft to make its way fairly 
through, while, the ftermy wind blows, and caft», 
down many tall cedars. s ' 

[4.] A fecret difguft of the truth, through a love, tO; 
unrighteouiiiefs, 2 ThefH ii. lo. ferecited. When., 
prafiical religion decays in a generation, and fin a- 
bounds, the truth cannot long mifs to be departed 
from. Lufts fecretly entertakied in the heart, prepare ; 
men for quitting of truth in their judgements* 

[5.] Formality, Rev. xi. 2. Thofe that worihip in • 
the outer court, are ready to become a prey to delufion. 

(7.) Be much converfant in the fcriptures \ Search- - 
the fcriptures^ lays Chrift, John v. 39. and there 
notice what the Spirit of the Loid teaches. The 
fcripture is the reed for meafuring the fanftuary ; it 
is. the infallible wocd, die only foundation o£ diviri^ 

B a f ai^ 
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f ail^« Try what yc bear by it> as the noblt Bijreans. 
did, for wfech they are bigMy commended. 

* (8.) Laftly, Be tender and holy m your walk. Jf 
any man mnii do. his wiH^ fays our Lord, John vii. 17. 
h0 Jhall knrw e/ the d^dlnne^ whether it be ef God^ or 
whether ifpeak rfmyfelf^ Where men are confcien- 
tious to praftife known truth, there is hopfe of being 
Jed inta all truth i whSb othcrwife the Spirit of the 
Lord being grieved departs. 

Secondly^ Our days are evil day^, in rcfpeft trf" a- 
bounding €n. The generation wherein we live hath 
iignalized itfclf for loofcnefs and licentibufncfs, and 
our iniquity is gone up^ unto the heavens, and the 
meafure of it is feft, very faft filling up. Our landy 
we nfay fay, is filled with Jin agamjl the h^fy One of 
IJraely Jet. li. 5. The abotm^ing of fin in our day 
appears in that, 

I. Sin& of all fofts a^e to be found amen gft us,^ 
whether againft the firft or iecond table* The trutb 
is, contempt of God and of religion hath made moft 
fearful advances : the gofpel is defpifed, the holy laws, 
of God are violated, his Dands are broken, and his^ 
cords caft away. The land is defiled with idolatryj^ ^ 
fOperftition, finful fwearing, 8abbath-4>reaking, un- 
faitbfulnefs in alt rektions, murders, uncleannef^,, 
difhonefty and fraud, lying, and covetowfnefe. And 
what can be found among a peopk profelShg the name^ 
of Chrift to bring wrath on them> that is not to be 
found in Scotland at this day i Particularly, there are 
two figns of a generation pofting to ruin, that have 
appeared of late more than for many years before. 

(i.) Horrid blafphemies, {hewing what height the 
generation is come to in^ contempt of God. Not . 
only is there a fearful outbreaking of blafphemous 
principles, overturning the very foundations of Chri- 
ftianity; but many fearful blafphemie^and bkfphemous 
pfaftices have been occafionally vented and fet up of 
late, to fill up the meafure of the iniquity of the land. 

(z.) Rampant oppreflion, to ihew what a low pafs . 

humanit| - 



ilhfiratei Md er^^foeA^ tf 

ftHmanity is at in thefe dreg$ of time. I doubt if 
there be any alive that ever faw ar much oppreffion ia^ 
this landj vtrhen it was neither a time of war} nor ofS^ 
perfecution, as we have neither of them at this day* 
When was diat fo much verified as at this daj^ The' 
peopU Jball be oppreffedy every one by another^ and 
every one by his neighbour : the child Jball behave him" 
felf proudly againfi the ancient^ and the bafe againji; 
the honour abk^ IL iii. %^ The& things can- hardlj^ 
Qii& to fill our cup to the brim« 

2. Corruption of manners has overfpread all ranks^ 
91 church and ftate \. and it is come to thaty Gen. vi» 
12. God looked upon the earthy and beholdyit was cor- 
rupt : for all flejb had corrupted his luay upqn the^ 
earth. Not only religion^ but fobriety is ak]H>ft gone 
out of faihipn with thofe of the greater fi>cfi^ iathaC 
diey have altogether broke^i the yoke>. and burii 
the bonds \ and the me^er fort follow the example^ 
alas I too much > and there is. a vifible growing un* 
tendernefs among thofe whofe character and ofiice lib 
^e church, obliges them to give a holy es^araple tor^ 
both. So that look after religion wheie you will, it 
will be found at a very low pafs in the prance of it* 

3. Religion is fo much on the declining handj« 
that there is not fo much- as a ftaiuiing ftill and no( 
mending, but a growing worfe and worfe ftilL The 
generation is ftill going forward in apoftafy froi»God,. 
and not gping, but running further and further 
wrong. New caufes of wrath, are flail produced iiii 
the progreis of time j, and Satan's kingdom i$ vifibl^ 
increafing. The evil are growing w-prfe and worfe^ 
aj>d many fometime hopeful have taken, off the ma&j^ 
and appear in their native colours. 

4. The fins of ferns and daughters are more and 
greater than ordinary. They are fo mixed with the: 
meti of the world, that they have learned much o£ 
their way, imd have left their firft loye^ Rev. ii. 4- 
There is a cloud even upon them, fo that they have:: 
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not that life, fpirit» and tendemefs that £3me times 
they had. And they that depart from evil make 
themfelyes a prey* 

And whal i^faes thefe days of aboanding fin 
worfe^ is, 

f/?, That they ai« cpfhe in o/sr the belly of muchs 
light. Our days have^'^tn dayff of much goipel^lighc,. 
but the truth has beea l:di in unrightedufnefe, and, . 
men have rebelled again^ the light : fo the light isr 
grown weaker, and the works ef darknefs have got- 
the upper hand« 

2diyj Our national h&zards and deliverances have* 
been many and fignal } and behold the fruit of theni> 
as if we bad been delivered to do all thefe abomina-> 
tiona* If either threatened judgements or merciful 
deliverances could have cured us, we had been ivt 
another cafe at this day ; but aU theie things feem to 
have been bkfted. 

^dlyx There ^e few, very few to ftand ki the gap,. 
£zek. zxii* 30* Few that have either heart or hand^ 
to oppofe themfelves to the torrent of wickednefs :- 
iew mourners over the abominations done in the 
midft of us. I doubt not but there are fome who 
truly figh and cry for the abounding fin of our day« 
But I doubt if our Zion thefe many yeara has af-^ 
forded fewer of that fort. .Thefe our provocations 
Wve been of fo long contmuanee, that though ai: 
their firft appearance ihey were nxxving, yet ibe horrf f 
fif them feems to be abated by cuftom^; befides that 
many of the fometimes mourners in Zion ar» them-* 
felves deeply inrolved in the baekfliding courfes o§ 
(he day. 

Thefe things make ovlt days evil days r for, 

(i.) The difhonour done to God, and the provoca* 
tion thereby givcato4jhe eyes of bis glory, is greaj be- 
yond expreliion t The name ^Gedis hlafphemei awong 
the (jfntUeSi thremgh y&Uj fays Paul to the Bomansi^ 
chap« ik 241. Our ..land has been Angularly privi- 

]kg<dj b^iog married to the Lord in folcnin cove- 



iilnft rated and enforced* f 9b 

nanty and lier renown has fometimes gone through 
many nations : But, ah \ how is God diihoooured^ 
and religion expofed, by fuch fearful departures 
from the Lord! 

(2.) They are enfnaring days.. O bow hard is it 
for people to keep their feet in fach a day^ and not 
to b,e c^ried away %vi^h the dream ? Rer. iii. j,. 
How hard is it to keep up a due horror of £n» while 
on every hai»l of us it is fo lightly looked upon:^ 
Temptation is ftrong in fuch a day. 

(3.) They are days that while they laft, little good 
and great can well be expefked in them. Hence laid 
the Lord by the man of God unto £li, Them that ho^. 
nour me^ 1 'will honour ; and they that d^pife mOf Jball 
he lightfy ^eOned^ i Sam. ii. 30. A generation fo. 
much difhonauring God^ it can little be expe^ed^. 
that God will honour. We would fun hope that the 
Lord will yet bring glorious days; but it is very pro-^ 
bable that many of us of the prefent generation &all* 
be flioveUid out of the way in the iurft place. Hence 
&ith the Lord, Ezek. xx. 37* 38. J will, cau/eyou U 
fafs under the tody and I vjUI bring ycm into the bond 
rf the covenant* And I will purge out from, among 
you the rebehy and them that trttnfgrefs againft me* 

(4.) The confequences of them can hardly mifs ta 
be dreadful. &lfalUI not mfit for thefe things ? faith . 
the Lord: fhaU mtt^ my foul be avenged mfuch a t?4r 
iion as this T\ Jcr. ix. 9. Where fm^ comes to fuch 
a height, readily fevere judgements quickly follow. 
And v«e ca& fee nothing that may give any hope thai; 
we iball mifs to fee fad days, but that the Lord caa 
pour out his Spirir, and turn us back: but, alas! in 
the mean time we look always the longer unlike fuch 
a ^nerciful Iutq in our affairs.. 

(5.) Laftly^ They have a fad ^ftSt on pofterlty* 
The Jews crucified Chrift above fiJtteen hundred 
years, ago, and theijr children to this day are fmart* 
»ng under it.. And fure \ am> if matters continue 
in the qquiCc they arc p at this day in this land any 
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Umg tjindy the fuceeeding generation will be ia »» 
miferable pRgbt. 
' Tbefe things call aloud to redeeming of time. Aad^^ 

1. Confider well jour own ways, that you mayr 
fi» if you be joined or not in the confpiracy againfl; 
God with the generation; Hag. u 5. Thus faith the^ 
LUri of hqflsj Gonfider y^ur ty^rjn* Alasl it may be- 
cafily feen, that moft of us are deep in the fcore^. 
and none of us can wipe our mouths, and fay }uftl3r». 
we have not finned^, we bave not had a hand in the 
general ^leclinifig. 

2. Beftir yourfelves, andyStr;^ yourfelvts from thi^. 
untoward generation^ Ad^s ii. 40.' Takd anothec. 
way than the common courfe of the day wherein yoa- 
five. God is faying^ Come outfr^m among them^ my 
people J be yefeparate^ and touch not the untkan thing :r 

- ftand at a diilance from their finful ways» and bo* 
not partakers with their fins, left ye partake o£ theiB 
plagues. 

3. Live near God, and by your tender holy walk- 
i<ig gi'^c ^ pra&ical teftimony againft the abounding. 
£n of the day.. Advert to the faying of the wife 
ipan, Prov. xxviii. 4. They that forfahe the laiv^ 
praife the wicked: hut fuck as keep, the law^ con-tr 
tend with them, 

■'• 4. Be moifrners in Zion^ wreftlers with the Lord: 
ifl the cafe of the evil of the daya. Mourn for youc: 
own fin(> and the fins of others. 

5. Laflly, Strengthen and ftir up one another I'nr 

the way of the Lord. The people of God had need 

to animate one another in duty, in a fpecial manner 

:^m^ wshen the torrent of fin luns high, that fo they may 

^ihe. better oppofe it, and keep themfelves from be- 

'^ixig carried away with it. Follow the praftice of the 

l^ord's peopJe who lived in a very declining time o£ 

Ae Jewifh church, recorded Mai. iii. 16. Then they 

that feared the Lord fpake often one to another^ and 

the Lord hearkened and beard it, and a^ book of remem" 

bcanxA 
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h'onee was written before him for them that fear ei 
the Lordj and that thought upon his nam^» 

Thirdly J Our days arc eviJ, in regard they are 
days of the hiding of the Lord's fac^. WeH may we 
fay as If- xlv. 15. Verily thou art a God that hi deft 
thyfelfy God of Ifrael the Saviovr. The Lord's 
gracious appearances in the povcr/ul Opecations of 
bis Holy Spirit ob the fouls of men^ make good 
days; and ibmetimes there have been fuch eminently 
good days : but, alas ! our days are evil, being day* 
of God's hiding his face ^.whereof take thefe eviden- 
ces. 

I. The little power and efficacy on. the fouls of 
men, that aceompanies ordinances at tbfs day» Wellb 
may we fay, as. If. liii. i. Who hath believed our re* 
pert ^ and ta whom is the arm of the Lord revealed^ 
A found work of conviftion is very rare, and the 
work of converfion is yet more rare. The word ia 
heard, but ^here is the fruit of it ? They that were 
filthy are filthy ftill. The profane arc not refonned^ 
the fecure finner is not awakened, the fonnal pro- 
fcffor b not brought acquainted with the power of god- 
linefs, ^and they that have the root of the matter in 
them are not fo liberally fed as fometimes they were*. 
Whence is all this, but that the Lord hides himfelf^ 
and appears not in the aifemblies of his people as 
fometime a-day ? We have finned away his prefence,k 
and provoked hiro to fay, Tour new moons j and your 
appointed fedfts- my foul hat eth : they are a trouble un^ 
torney lam weary to bear them^ If. i. 14. 

2*, The great rarity of lively experienced Chri*. 
IKans in our day* It is the promife,. Mai. iv. 2^ Un* 
to you thatfean my name, Jhall the Sitn <f rigbteoufnefs; 
arife with healing in bis wings s andyefballg^forthy 
and grow up as calves rftheftalL Some fuch there 
are,, but, alas ! the number of them is very fmall. Moft 
of the virgins are afleep ; deadnefs and formality, and 
cftrangednefs from the life of faith, prevail among^ 
thofc who are called by the Lord's name ; and fouK ' 
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exercife is rare to be heard of* The heft-thut can be- 
made of our cafe is that^ Rev. iii. 4« Thou haft afetu- 
names even in Sardisy which have not defiled their 
garments ; and theyjhall walk with me in white: for^ 
t^ey are ixfortby* 

3. The divifion^, diflcRfionSt and: oppoGrion one- 
to anothery that are^ to be found among the Lord's 
own faints. and people.. Sometimes tbeie has been \xt 
our land a very fair fepatation betwixt the enemies 
and the friends of real godMnefs; fo (fcat whatever 
difficulties the children of God had with the commoi^* 
adverfary, they were at one among themfelves ; but. 
iK)w, alas! it isotherwife; the Lord's own children 
are fallen* out by the way, and thofe who are dear tov 
God, and fliall meet in heaven, cannot hit it upon, 
earth. For the Lord is hiding bis face from us, and 
we are lefib in a mift. 

4. The Spirit of counfel-and wifdom is with-held.- 
la the* management of ekil and church matters at:' 
this day, that feems to be much accompUfhed, If., 
xxix. 14.— -7%^ nvifdom rf their wife men Jhall perijb^ - 
and the underftanding of their prudent menfball he hid. 
We are r^wed into deep waters, and inftead of bring- 
ing us fafe back, we are carried further and further - 
into the depths. The Lord is provoked to withdraw^ 
and fo our wounds cannot be healed.. Thf days muft- 
needs be evil in this.refpe£k: for-, 

ift, Such days cannot be thriving days for religion^, 
and the caufe and intereft of God ; Pfal. Ixxxi* 12. / 
gave them up^ fays Jehovah, unto their own hearts 
lufi :' and they walked in their own counfels. When 
the fun withdraws in the winteF, nothing can be ex-^\ 
pe£led but that the face of the earth will be barren : 
apd when the -Lord hides his face from* a^ cKiurch,. . 
matters cannot profper there* Backflidings are in- . 
Cfeaied, all goes to wreck, for that which holds mat- 
ters right is. withdrawn. 

2dly^ Such a day is a day of fpiritiKil plagues. Aa. 
God^s prefence goes, all darkne^^ diforder^ and con.- 

fufiou 
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<7u(]on follows, accordidg to the meafure of the liord^s 
^tMrawing. The gofpel does men hurt inftead of 
*^oing them good ; the wild grapes of wi^kednefs are 
brought forth inftead of good grapes, isc, 
' Thisxalls aloud for redeeming ^f time^ and, 

(i.) To beftir ourfeivcs to lament after, and to lay 
hold upon a departing God and glory. We ihouM 
make that our work, 1 Sam. vii. 2^ All the houfe rf If- 
rael lamented after the Lord* And ^et'it not be faid 
'of us as K. Ixiy. 7. There'is none that caUeth upon thf 
namej that Jlirreth up himfelf to take hold of thee : for 
thou haft hid thy face from usj and haft confumed 
us, becaiife of our iniquiiies. We (hould be as Ja- 
cob, iaying, / will not let thee go, except thou hlefi 
^mej 'Gen. xtsih 26. and the difciples, Abide with ui^ 
f^r it is tufwards evenings and tJse day is far fpent^ 
Luke xxiv. 29. And this we (hould be as we would 
not be efteemed to ht of the Gadarene temper, who 
•befougfat Chiift to depart out of their coafts. O cry 
mightily, that tiie Lord may not leave us nor forfake 
•us. 

(2.) Endearour to walk uprightly in fuch a crook- 
•ed generation ; for in the worft of times fuch fhall 
get good of the Lord's word, Micah ii. 7. Do not my 
words do good to him that walketh uprightly f The 
Lord never forfakes his people utterly ; and the more, 
that any do fet themfelves to be perfeft in their gene- 
Tation, they may be fare it will go the better with 
their fpirits. 

(3.) Laftly, Double your diligence in fecret du* 
ties ; be much^ in prayer ; and efpecially cry with 
much fervency to find a 4neal for yourfelves in public 
oidin^nces. I think we ought to coniider, when we 
are to go to ordinances, that this is a day of the hiding 
of the Lord's face, wherein he is angry with our mo- 
ther, and therefore is but little feen in her houfe 9 
and therefore we had need to be more importunate in 
Jetting the appointment. 

fourthly^ Our days afe evil, in regard they are 
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«days of threatened, wrath and impnending judgements* 
The clouds of wrath are hanging over onr heads, and 
we have many Tad prefages of a Ilroke* We may 

here notice three things. ' 

1 . The Hns of the generation are tx>me to a mon- 
^ilfous height. And as the progreft thereof is fome- 
:what unotdinary, fo it feems to ihew that tlie cup cf 
^hefe nations is near the brim. - 

2. The Lord's hand has been heavily iaid on a na^ 
tion abroad^ from which thefe nations have taken an 
example of finnitig, and the Lord may jaftly puniih 
us accordingly *• 

3. Enemies are ftill bufy In their contrivances to 
-Jbring the nations into blood and «onfu(ion ; and the 
;increare of Popery, »id the divifions in Ae nations on 
^'civil and facred concerns, do expofe us to be the more 
<afy prey. 

This calls aloud to tJie redeeming of time ; and, 
i/l, To awaken out.of ileep, andferjouflyto confi* 
tler the figns of the time, the tokens of wrath gone 
out againft u?, that Ae day may ndt overtake us un> 
-awaros, Matth. xvi. 3* We have had many warn- 
ings of an approaching ftroke, Init mercy Tias fo often 
interpofed for our ddivery, that grace to improve 
thehi not coming along with them, we are generally 
-more fecure than formerly 5 and the more fecmre, the 
more likely is the ftroke to be near : i Thcfl*. v. ?• 
F^r when tneyJhaU fay ^ Peace anifafety ; thenfudden 
defruSiiM cometh upon fhem^ as travnil upon a wa^ 
man Ti;f>A child; and theyfljatl not efcape* 

f. To prepare for a time of triaj, Amos iv. r zt 
fore thus 'will i do iinto theej IJraeh and be- 
-tavfe I wi(l do tits nnfo tkee^ prepare to meet thy God^ 
O IfraeU\ The time fliould be improved as -Noah did 
liis, Heb. xi. 7. By faith Noah^ being 'warned of God 
^things not feen as yet^ mtved with fear, prepared 

« 

.• The author means the plajriie, wbicli firft began at MarfeiHes 
in FiMncCf «ad made terrible haveck in that t^o^dom. 
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mn ark U ibefiiving pf his houfe* And the hc&. pre-' 
j>anirion is dhat, Mkah t. $• This man Jball be the 
peace^ when the Affyrian c$meth into our landk Theif 
cafe was £ul in Noah's. days vho were without the 
ark ; fo when the Lord's anger goes- through a land, t 
the cafe of tbofe muft be very fad who are out of 
Chrift. . , 

3///)^, To (lay our too eager purfuit after the world, 
und be content with Ittifte,' aoid rather tx) be taken up 
nboDt our fouls, smd how to be carried through in the 
evil day. - Let us regard what Jeremiah (aid to Ba* 
Fuch, Jer. xlv. 5. Seekefi thou great things for thy* 
fe^? feekthemnoi. 

^tblyj To labour to fetde matters, and keep them 
clear between God and yoUj that there be no /land- 
ing contt-overfy betwixt .the Lord an^ you» 

Fifthly^ and iajlly^ Our days are evil, in refpe^l 
of the guilt of f orhier 'tim& yet unpuf ged away. Our 
days are like thofe of Jfofiah, 1 Kings xxtit* 2#. Not* 
^ithfiandit^y the Lord turned not from the fierce* 
nefs of his ^ great lurathp ix/herewith his anger was 
kindled againft Judah^ becaufe tf all the provocationt 
that Manajfeh had provoked him withal^ The perfidii 
ous treachery and apoftafy of the land from the co- 
Tenanted work of reformation, the blood of the faints 
ihed for the caufe of, God, with the eppreffions^ 
Tiolence, and. perfecution <»n that fcore, are like the. 
iniquity of Baal-peor, from which the land is not 
purged to this day. And this generation are fer-. 
ving themfelves heirs to it, by the many pieces of dcr 
fe£lion fail carried on at this day. So that God 
feems to be about to reckon with the prefent generar 
tion for all together. 

This calls to the redeeming of time, to be..taking 

a back-look of the national controverfies of eld an4 
of late, to be mourning over them, and the diihcK 
nour done to God by them ; and to be preparing $0 ^ 
meet the Lord in the way of His judgements.* 
I (hall conclude all with another ufe, namely, 
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Use n. Of reproof to two forts of perfons* 

I- To thofe who go with the ftream of the cvH 
^aysy and are themfelYes following the profane and 
backfliding courfes of the day, that make the time fo 
^evil. Alas ! h6w many are ther^, who are drawing 
bn wrath on thonfelves and on the land by their ir- 
religion, profanenefs, and apoftafy from God ? Let 
fuchconfider, 

(i.) How dangerous it is to be found among thofe 
^ho are in a confpiracy againft God, to provoke his 
\7rath againft a land. When the flood odF difhonoot 
to God runs fo high, thofe that join tnemfelves in 
the finful courfes of the day, they not only have 
a hand in provoking God againft themfelves, but 
they are the Achans in the camp, the Jonahs in the 
fhip, having a notable hand in bringing wrath on 
others too. 

(2.) The higher one's hand is in a fimung time^ 
the deeper may their (hare be expe£ied to be in a 
time of fuffering 'Or calamity, when the Lord will 
appear to ^indica^ the glory of his name. 

2. To thofe wiho weigh not the evil of the days, 
but live on carelefsly, and are jiever ftirred up to 
their duty thereby- They confidcr not how mat- 
ters ftand betwixt God and the generation. This is 
* a common evil amongft us, and a fad evidence of 
the low ftatc of religion at this day. O that fuch 
%vould be ftirred up to confider their ways, and the 
grounds of the Lord's controverfy with the genera* 
tion. Awake, O ileeper, and call upon thy God, 
left thou periih in the furious ftorm^ which is likely 
to break out upon us. It is not a time to live at 
eafe and unconcerned, when fo many marks of the 
Xord's difpleafure are fo vifible, that he who runs 
tanay read. Awake therefore, (hake off thy floth, 
-ana betake thvfelf to the Lord Jefus by faith, as the. 
^nly means ot thy efcaping the wrath that is to come. 
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Pafling under the Rod, a Means of a 
People's being brought iaco clie Boxxd 
of the Covenant. 



SERMON 

Preached on a Fafr-day, at Ettricic, Thurfdaj> 
December r. 1720. 

EZEKIEL XX. 37* 

Jnd I wU eanfi yvu to pafs under the rod^ and I wiB 
hring ym into the bond if the covenant*. 

IN thefe words we have'a fcieme of God's difpenfa-^ 
tion towards Ifraely a people with whom he was. 
angry,"" but had kindtiefs for. tn which we may ob- 
ferve, 

1. A fharp trial threatened;. / nvill caufe yeu tat 
pafs under the rod. TThis rod is not to be underftood 
of the king's rod or fceptre, but the fliepherd's rod. 
God was the Shepherd of Ifrael,. but they had fttay- 
cd away from him. In the verfe preceding this he^ 
tells them, that he would bring them together into 
the wildernefe,. and plead with them as he did witR 
their fathers in that defert; and that the way he 
would treat them there, would* be by faufing them to- 
pafs under the rod. Compare Lev. xxvii. 32. The 
wildernefs was Babylon, and the places about it, the 
place of their captivity. The' rod was the fevei^ty 
years captivity, and the hard treatment they met 
with during that period. The Lord tells them, 
that he would manage that matter as exactly as one 
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does in telling of (heep for teinHing them ; that he 
would make fuch a diftin&ion and feparateon amon^ 
them, as was made by the fliepherd^a rod, when the 
flock was teinded : in a word, that he would teind 
them, and the ftock ihould go for it one way or o- 
ther, but he would keep the teind to himielf. Thns 
it was in the wildernefsi where the body of that 
generation that came out of £gypt» feU, and never 
cnti^red Canaan. Thus very few of them that went 
to Babylon came back, but either died or otherwifc 
were left there. Compare vcrf. 38. ' 

2. The happy iflue of this trial to the remnant 
that won through ; / ViiU hring you inta tie bond ef 
the covenant. This concerns the LordVteind that 
fell to him by the whole paffing under the rod.. 
They had all ilipt the bond of the covenant \ their 
national idolatry ha4 cut the very fine ws of it: but 
God would make them willingly put their necka 
«gain under 'the facred bond. And fo it was pro« 
pliefied they would do^ Jer. 1* $.- €ome^ £iy they^ 
etnd let us join eurfelves to the Lordy in a perpetual <:•• 
venant tmt fiaU not be forgotten. Compare Neh« 
ix- a//. And bccaxtfe ff all ttisy ive make afure cove^ 
fiant, and "write it.. See chap. x. 28.--r39. And 
they adhered fo liimly to this covenant, that they 
never after fell to idolatry« 

The doftrine I obferve from thc^words is, 
DocT. Jujlice mixed with mercy towards a gene* 
rat ion i to whom God's covenant is a burden^ caufes 
the treacherous generation topafs under a rody deftruc^ 
five to many ^ themy trying to all of themy and/i 
brings them back into the bond of the covenant* 

In England and Ireland, the bond of the covenant 
bins lain among their feet trod upon thefe many 

{ears ; In Scotland, church and ftate has loofed the 
ond) fo that it i« hanging down among our feet at 
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Ms day. There are three ways of Gad's dealing 
With fuch a- generation. 

J.. The way of unmixed juilice^ laying the hea- 
Ty curfe of the covenant upon them» and either ut-* 
terly deftroying them that tlvey fhaU be no people, or 
undiittrching them that they fliall be no people of 
God. Thus he dealt wi^ the old world,. Gen. vi.^ 
»3. The tnd of all jUjb is come before me^r-^nd be- 
koldf I v/ill dffirt^ thaor witi tie earths And thus. 
he direatened to do with the church of Ephefus^ Rev*' 
ii. {. — / viill come unta tbee quickfy^. and will rem<rver 
thy candUftick out cf bis place^ except thou repents 
And it is well known,, that this threatening has been 
awiuUy accompliflied* 

7^ The way of unmixed meicy or feTcreign graces 
making wide fteps over the iniquities of men, leap- 
ing over mountains, and melting them with love in* 
to repentance and reformation. Of this we have a 
remarkable inflance. If. IviL 17. i8« Far the iniquity 
tf bis cevetqu/ne/s was I wrothf and/mote him : I hid 
me J and was w rot by and he went onfr^wardfy in the ' 
way of his heart. I have feen Us waysy and wilt 
heal him : I will lead him alfo^ and refiore comfortS' 
unto himy. and io bis mourners^ Sometimes the Lord 
takes that way, as Micah v» 7. The remnant rf 'Ja^ 
cobJbaU be in the midft of many people as, the dewfromt 
the Lordy as thejhewevs upon the grafs^ that tarrieib' 
not for many, nor waiteth for the fons ef men* But 
this is more to be defired than hopeiL 

3^ The way of juftiee mixed with mercy. This is^ 
the common road of providence, in which juftice. 
and mercy each a£k t^eir part, and is the way in ou& 
text, and which we have ground to loQk for. 

In difcourfing further from this fobjed^, I (half, 

I. Shew, that thi&.is the common method of pr»»^ 
vidence in fuch a cafe. 

II. What are thoie rods the Lord caufeATudi %i. 
geneiatiou to pafs under. 
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III. How by.fuch means a people are Wougkt 
back into the bond of the covenant. 

IV. Give the: re^tfonft of this dif|>enfatioii. 

V. Apply*. ■- 

. I. I (ball fhew, that this is the common method 
of providence in fuch a cafe. This appears^ 

t. From plain fcripture«declarations of Ac: mind 
of God in fuch a cafe, as Hag. ii. 7. / wMJbake alt 
nationif and the dejire qf all nations JbaU come. Sha- 
king times go before reforming times. A hot fur- 
nace precedes the purifying of a droffy church, a& 
If. i. 25. 26. / will turn^ my hand upan thee^ and 
purely purge away thy drofsj and take away all thy^ 
tin* And I will rejlere thy judges as at thejirfiy and 
thy counfellors as at'the heginn^ing : afterwards thou 
Jbalt be called^ The city if righteoufnefs^ the faiths 
ful city* See chap. iv. And we have a pafiage moft 
pat to our purpofe, Zech. xiii. 8* 9. It Jball ccme ta 
pafsy that in all the land^ faith the Lord^ tw^ parts- 
therein Jball be cut cffy and die ,* but the third Jball he 
left tbereii^. And I will bring the third part through 
thefirey and wiU refine them asfilver is refined^ and 
will try them as gold is tried .- they JbaU call on my^ 
nantCf and I will hear them .* / wiUfay^ It is my peo" 
fie i and they /ball fay. The Lord is my Cod* This 
is a fweeping ftroke- carrying off the moft part, a 
hard trial to tbofe that are Jeft^ and the covenant re-« 
newed with them. 

2. From fcripture-inftances. What heavy bon- 
dage did the Ifraelites fuffer in Egypt, before God 
took them into the Sinai covenant? They met with 
a fweeping ftroke in the wildernefe, before they en^ 
tered into Canaan. The temple^ was built, and they 
bad glqrious days, in Solomon's reign ; but before 
4bat almoft continual wars in David's time, famine 
for three years, and about the latter end of his reign 
feventy tnoufand were fwcpt away by the peftilence. 
They had feventy years^ cajutivlty before the buildin jr 
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of the fecond tempk. And thus was accomplifhed 
that predi£lion> Micah vii. 1 2* i ^ In tiat day aJfo he 
Jball come even to thee from Affyria^ and from thejorttfi' 
ed cities^ and from thefortrefs even to the river^ and 
from fea iofea^ and from mountain to mountain. Not' 
withftanding the landfbaU be defolate^ becaufe cfthem 
that dweU therein^ for the fruit of their doings* 

U. I ihall {hew what are thofe rods the Lord can- 
feth fuch a people to pafs under. The Lord has ma- 
ny rods for this purpofe, and can make ufe of any or 
many of them together as he fees meet.' I will name 
four of them. 

1. A blafting curfe upon the fubftance of a land^ 
Hag. i. 9* Te looked for muchy and lo it came to little ^ 
and when ye brought it homey J did blow upon it. God 
brings fometimes a generation of his anger into fucb 
a cafe, that nothing thrives with them which they 
take in hand, 2 Chron. xv. 5.6. In thofe times there 
was no peace to him that went outy nor to him that 
came in, but great vexations were upon all the inha^ 
bitants of the countries* And nation was d^flroyedof 
nationy and city of city : for God did vex them with all 
adverjity. This rod^Godis caufing thefe lands to pafs 
under at this day, whereby trade and credit are dif- 
turbed, and many ruined ; and even wife men fmart : 
for God can make the wife as well as fools pafs un- 
der his rod, ea£er than a ihepherd can run, his iheep, 
when he has a mind. Alas ! there is little to be bad 
by plaiflering over a tottering houfe ready to fall. The 
black bargain the nations have made between them* 
felves, for which the bond of the covenant behoved 
to be broke afunder, and the horrible perjury and 
wickednefs ufed among fome trading men, may be 
plainly read in the prefent circumftances of the nations, 

2. The fword, Lev* xxvi. 25. I will bring afwotd 
upon you y that fball avenge the quarrel of my cove^ 
vant. Mainy a time God has been threatening thefe 
perfidious nations with paffing under this rod^ and he 
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has given them of late feveral eamcfts ^f it: hut k 2r» 
to be feared) that what has happened of that kind i&: 
but an earned of the bioody fword for thefe nations^ 
that (hall avenge the quarrel of the covenant. Ther 
Lord will not want inftiuments when he has a niind» 
He can hifs for the bee of Aflyria out of the remoteft 
parts, and ere he want» will ilst Mana&h againft. 
Ephraim, and Ephraim againft Manafleh, and pull 
ottt the men of his anger» be they great or fmall> 
likeiheep, and caufe them pafs under the rod« 

3« Famine, Ezek. v i6* I will Jeud upon them tiet 
evil arrows cf famine. This is a, native confequenjb 
of the fword„ and would foon be at the heels; of it a- 
mong tts. See a terrible defcription of tt> Lam* iv. 7*. 
and downwards* Saul's murdering of the Gibeonitea 
contrary to a covenant with them, brought three 
years famine onl Ifrael^ 2 Sam. xxi. i « What may » 
nation expe£l thbi for murdering of men for their ad- 
herence to the nation's covenant with God kimfelf ^ 
which is a crime that God has to lay to the charge o£ 
Scotland. We had an eameft of this too fome years af- 
ter the revolution, which made many a pale face, 
and laid many in the duft : but whatever is added to 
the controverfy (ince,, one may eafily fee the quarreL 
is not yet removed. 

4. The peftilenoe, which has a frequent conne£lioi> 
ncith the other two. Lev. xxvi. 2^. I will fend the pe* 
Jtilence among yeu.-^^And when I have broken theftaff 
qf youf hready &c. Ezek. v. 16. 17. I will fend upom 
them the evil arrows (f famine y^-^nd pefiilence. That 
is a defolating rod. It fwept off at once amoftg the 
Ifraelites fourteen thoufand feven hundsed men^, 
Numb. xvt. 49% For David's numbering the people 
feventy thoufand fell by it in one day. God is now 
avenging the dragooning in France, and their other 
cruelties upon the po«r Proteftants, by that dreadful 
vifitatioR. An4 thefe nations have ground to fear it 
is coming that way to them, coniidering it has cafk 
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Ae abominable copy in much wickednefs, whicll 
thefe lands have followed.. 

Thefe are the rods which will be deftru£tive to ma* 
nyy and trying to all vAko are caufed to pafs under 
them. 

ni. I (hall (hew how by fuch means a people an 
brought back into the bond of the covenant. 

1. Such a paffin^ under the rod, makes people apt 
to receive' convx£tions of their unfUthfulnefs in the 
covenant. . Hence fays the Lord, Hof. v. t//f * / will 
go and return to my piace^ till they acjtnowkdge their 
iffencei andfeek my face : in their qffli^itai they will 
fetk me early. It is hard to convince men of their 
proijperoas wickedneis. In the time of God's pa* 
tience, men will draw fair covers over their foul ac* 
tionsy eat, and wipe their mouths^ and fay, they 
have not (inned. But if God were rifen up out oif 
his place to puniih the inhabitants of the earth for 
their iniqmties, the heavy rod will extort eonfe£ons 
of guih which one would not let light before. Eve** 
ry one is ready to blame another now, and lay the 
guil^ off themfelves : but fuch a day in Scotland would '^ 
not leave a clean £%ce among us all. Hence is that 
promife, Ezek. vii. i6. They that efcape efthem^Jball 
efcape^ ^ndjhall he on the mountains like doves of the 
valleys y all of them mournings every one for bis iniquih 
ty. ' 

2. It would make men blithe to plead the privi* 
leges of the covenant, If. Ixiilr f 5. 16^ Look downfrom^ 
heaven^ and behold from the habitation of thy hoHnefs 
und qf thy ghry .* where is thy zeal and thyflrengthy 
the founding of thy howelij and of thy mercies towards 
me f are they refirained f DoubtUfs thou art our f am 
ther^ though jibraham be ignorant rf usy and Ifrael 
acknowledge us not : thoUy Lordy art our father^ 
mtr redeemery thy name is from everUifting. They 
that undervalue God's covenant now, being caufed 
to pa& under the rod, the weight of it viould mak^ 
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them change their note; as it did to Ifrael, Pfal*. 
Ixxviii. 34. 35. IVhen he Jlew them^ then they fought 
him : and they returned and inquired early after God. 
And they remembered that God was their rock^ and the 
"high God their redeemer. The covenant with belt 
and death being rent afunder by the anger of God^ 
and not being able to afibcd themr. ai^ more fecurity, 
they would be glad to catch hold, of God's covenant^ 
which they trod on before. 

3. It would remove many a deadweight from ofF 
tihe covenant, both perfons and things. For thus 
fpeaks the Lord to Ifrael, Ezek. xx. 38. / wiU purge 
fiut from among yau the rebels^ and them that tranf" 
grefs againft me. : I wiU bring them foPtk out of the 
country where they fojovrn^ and they fbail not enter in^ 
to the land of IfraeL Mieah vii. 10. 11.. forecit^d* 
Many a dead weight is lying: at this day on the. work 
of God in.thcfe nations,, which there is na appeai> 
ance of the removing of, till th^e Lord put to his own 
,hand. But he can turn them off witb a touch of his 
hand : for thus he addiefles Ifrael, £zek* xxxvii. 1 z« 
Behold^ Qtmy p^ofhy L will open- your graves^ and 
caufe you to come up out rf your graves^ and bring you 
into the land of Ifraei. Making the generation pais 
under the rod> he will either remove them out of the 
way, or render them inefficacious,, that they ihall not 
be able to fiop a gopd work. 

4. It would put an edge,, by the bleffing of the 
Lord, upon the fpirits of the remnant, to take hold 
of the covenant, and prefs them on to it, as their ne- 
ceifary courfe in a day of diftrefs : Jer^ L $• Theyfhall 
afk the way to Zion with their faces thitherward^ fay'* 
ingi Come, and let us join ourfelves to the Lord, in a 
perpetual covenant thatfball not be forgotten* Com* 
pare Neh. ix. 36* 37* 38. Behold^ fay the Ifraelites, 
after their return from the Babylonifh captivity, we 
are fervants this day, and for the land that thou ga- 
vefi unto our fathers, to eat the fruit thereof, and tie 
good thereof behold^ we at^e fervants in it. And it 
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yieUeth much increafe unto the kings vthom thou haji 
Jet over uSf becaufe of our fins : alfo they have domi* 
nion over our bodies^ and over our cattle ^ at their plea-' 
fiire^ and we are in great diftrefs* And becaufe of all 
thiSf we make nfur^ covenant ^ and write its and our 
princes^ Levites^ and friefis feal unto it Ay, fuch 
a day would make men ftep over many impedimentt 
without ceremony, which they cannot ^et over in a 
day of eafe. Neceffity Jias no Jaw^ and need makes 
the naked ran. 

rV. I (hall give die reafons of this difpen£ition. I 
only oflPer thefe three. 

1. God takes this method, that he may thereby 
lay by many, whofe eyes he will not let fee the great 
thiogs which he minds to do for his people and 
church, Ezek. xx. 38. fbrecited. Tht generation in 
the wilderneis provoked him fo, that he caufed their 
carcafes fall therein, before he brought the people in- 
to Canaan* There may be fome whom God has a 
fpecial c<mtroverfy with, that he will have out of the 
way, before he make his gloriou< work appear, 
Amosix. 10. AUthe finn^rs of my people fhall die by the 
fwordj which fay^ The eviljball not overtake nor pre^ 
vent us* 

2. That he may thereby purge away the drofs of 
thofe whom /he will make Carers of the glorious day. 
If. i, 25. 26. formerly cited. Like the three chil- 
dren, they mMl be cafl into the fire, that their bonds 
may be bui^ off them* They muft feel the corio* 
fives, before they get the cordial. 

3. Th^ he may awaken the generation to fome 
fenfe of seligion^ and particularly bring in fome eleS: 
ones yet walking in darknefs, whom he will neither 
fweep away with the multitude, nor yet make' wit- 
nefles of the glorious days in that cafe, Hof. ii. ^. 7. 
Therefore behold^ I will hedge up thy way with thorns^ 
^ndmake a wally that fhe fball not find her paths* And 
Jbefball follow after her bversy butfbefball not over* 
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take them ; and Jbe (hall feek thetrij butjhall nstfini 

them I then Jball Jbe fay^ I will go and return to. my 

Jirft hujband^ far then was it better with me than now. 

V. I (hall make fome (hort improvement of thispoim. 

1. This gives a fad profpeA of the lot of this ge* 
neration. it is true, God may deal with U3 in avray 
of fovereign grace : but fiire we have ground to ex-'^ 
ped) in the common courfe of providemse^ a heavy 
day of pai&ng under the rod. Ail have gone aftray : 
we have the guilt of former times unremoved yet : 

* die iniquities of the prefeiit times have gone over all 
the banks : the gofpel is doing very little good. We 
are incorrigible' under lefler ftrokes, and bring forth 
no fruit of deliverances) but that we grow worfe dai- 
ly. Immoralities are come to a prodigious height : and 
tne generation is in a plain courfe of defedion from 

' God, in prindples as well as pra&ice. What can 
the end of thefe things be ? 

2. Yet it gives fome ground of hope of .better days 
on the other fide of the ftroke. Who knows but God 
may fan^ify fome national calamity or other to bring 
us back into the bond of the covenant, and yet make 
glorious days in thefe lands ? We are not to deiire 
the ftrokes of his hand ; but if that be the JLdrd's 
mind concerning us to take that way with' us, let us 
lay our hand on our mouth, and fo fteer our courfe 
that if poffible we may get through. . 

But it may be inquired. What courfe ihould one 
take, in fuch a doubtful event, for his own fafety i 
I anfwer, 

I. Make up your peace with God in Chrift^ co- 
ming in perfonally into the bond of the coveiianr. 
In the worft of times this will make you fafe, and fet 
you beyond die reach of eternal wrath : For there ii 
-now no condemnation to them which are in Chrifi Jefus^ 
Rom. viii. i . And David, as it were in his lait mo*- 
ments could fay, Although my houfe hi not fo with 
Godi yet he hath made with me an everlajling cove* 
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mant^ ordered in all things And Jure : for this is alt 
m^Jahationf and all my dejire. 

2. This being donei'lay down yourfelf at the 
Lord's feet) refigning yourfelf to his difpofal come 
what will; as David did in his diftrefs, when flying 
from Jerufalem, on accouiK of the unnatural rebel- 
lion of his fon. Abfalom : Carry back the ark of Cod 
into the city^ (aid he to Zadok the pried: tf I Jball 

find favour in the eyes of the Lordy he will bring me 
again f andjbew me both itf and his habitation. But 
ifjfe thus fay y I have no delight in thee: behold^ here' 
am /, let him do to me asfeemetb good unto him^ 2 Sam. 
XV. 25. 26. They may perifh in a common calami- 
ty, whofe fouls ihall go (traight to glory. We have 
no ground of doubting but many are in heaven this 
days whom famine, fword, or peflilence have fent 
thither. Mofes himfelf died in the wildernefsf and 
was kept out of Canaan for his wildernefs- provoca- 
tion. Thofe who are in Chrift, die they pr live they, 
die what way they will, are fafe. 

3. But endeavour ye to be beft when others arc 
worft, and fave yourfelves from this untoward gene- 
ration. Go not into the God-provoking courfes of 
it, but repent and turn off from them in time. And. 
mourn for the fins of others, and the difhonour done 
to God thereby. If there be any way to be fafe in 9, 
time of common calamity, that is it. Hiis was No- 
ah's praftice; for we are told, Gen. vi. 9. that Noah was 
ajuji man and perfeEl in his generations ^ and Noah 
walked with Gpd. And this is clear from Ezek. ix. 
4. The Lord faid unto him, Co through the midjl of 
the cityj through the midJl of Jerufalem, and fet a 
mark upon theforeheads of the men that figh, and that 
cry for all the abominations that be done in the midJl 
thereof If ye will partake with the generation df 
God's anger i» their Cnfui loofe ways, how can yc 
mifs to partake with them in their plagues? But 
thofe who endeavour to walk with God in a finning 
time, and to hold off from entering into the confpi- 
racy,' God will fee to them in a fufi.^ring time. 
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An untoward Generation charadlerized^ 
with the Means to be faved from it« 



S E R M O N 

¥reached at Ettrick, onaFaft-day, December 7. 

Acts ii. 40. 
Save yourfilvts from this untoward generation* 

THESE words are a part of the advice which Fe« 
ter gives to his hearers, particularly to thofe of^ 
them who were convinced of their fin^ and defired to 
know what courfe they fhould take to be faved. He 
bids them repent and be baptized, and return to the 
Lord by Jefus Chrift. And to enforce this, he fets 
an encouragement before them> aiTuring them they 
ihould be welcome, ver. 39. F^r the prcmife is unto 
youj and to your children^ and to all that are afar off^ . 
even as many as the Lord our Gcdfhall call. And he 
prefTes the neceility of it, as they tendered their own 
iafety, and would not involve themfelves in the ruin 
that was abiding the generation inwiiich they lived ; . 
Save yotirfelvei from this untoward generation* In 
which words we may notice, 

1 • The character of the generation among whom 
their lot was caft \ they were an untoward generation. 
They were a crooked, perverfe, and froward feT of 
men, who were not fo much through weaknefs led 
out of the way, as through wickednefs bent to for- 
sake the way. They. were wilful aad beadftrong in 
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their evil courfes, and would not be reclaimed, but 
proceeded from evil to evil. He points out that ge- 
neration as a fignally- untoward one, this untoiuard 
generatioriy who have fignalized themfelves for obfti- 
nacy, rebellion, and ajx)ftafy, having crucified the 
Lord of life, and being ftill carrying on the war 
againft him ; being the generation which Mofes fpe- 
cially pointed. at, Deut. xxxii. 20. They are a very 
froward generation^ children in whom is no faiths 

2v The lot abiding that generation:, aamely, ruiA 
and nrifery, by the wrath of God breaking out on 
them, in as remarkable a manner as they had finned^ 
This is implied in that expreffion, &ave yourfehes 
from them. A» if he had faid, They are a genera*- 
tion of God's wrath, a generation devoted to dcftruc- 
tion, engaged in a tourfe that will have a fearful cnd^ 
Our Lord bad foretold it, Matth. xxii. 7. But when, 
the king heard thereof ^ he, was wroth ,- and he fcnf 
forth his armies^ and dejiroyed thofe nmrdenrsy and 
burnt up their city. Chap, xxiii. 35. 36. That up" 
mt you may come all the righteous blood fbed upon the 
-earthy from the blood of righteous Abel^ unto the blood 
ff Zachariass fon of Barachiasj whom ye flew between^ 
the temple and the altar* Verily I fay unt9 you^ Alt 
thefe tlnngsfball come upon this generation. And aC7 
cordingly it came to pafs in the fearful defiru<9.ioiv 
that was brought on them by the Homans.^ 

3. The right courfe to be taken for fafety in fuch a 
cafe. Save ymrfelves^ &c. Partake not with them 
in their fins, that ye partake not with them in their 
plagues. The houfe is coming down, the breaking; ^ 
will come fuddenly at an inftant ; fave youtfelvesy 
flee for your life, that ye be not cru&ed with the fall 
thereof. 

The text furniflies this doftrine, viz. 

DocT. They that would fee to their own fc^itf^^ 
muji b^ir themfelves^ and timely fave tbetnfelvesfrom 
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en untoward generafionj whom wrath from the Lord 
is abiding. 

I fhall endeaTOur to profecute tbis do&rihe in the 
following method. 

I. I {hail fhew what fort of a generation is an un- 
toward jgeneration, whom wrath from the Lord i$ 
abiding. 

. II. What courfe one muft take that would fave 
hixnfelf from fuch an untoward generation. 

III. Lay down fome motives to ftir you up to (ave 
jrourfelvea from this untoward generation. 

I. I fliall fhew what fort of a generation is an unto- 
ward generation, whom wrath from the Lord is abi*^ 
ding. They are, 

I . A generation become proof againft the means 
of grace, the glorious gofpcl of Chrift. Such wa* 
this generation in' the text. Chrift himfelf preached 
to them, and his apoftks too : but how did they rc- 
ceivje it ? Hear the obfcrvation of the CTangelift up- 
on it, John xii. 37. 38. But though he had dene fo ma* 
ny mtracks before them^ yet they believed* not on him ; 
that the faying of Efaias the prophet might be fulfilled^ 
which hejpake^ Lord, who hath believed our report ? 
and to whom hath the arm (f the Lord been revealed? 
And look to what the apoftle Patd faith, Rom. x. i6. 
But they have net all obeyed the gpfpeK for Efaias 
faithy Lordf who hath believed our report? It is 
true, there were three thoufand converted at this fer- 
mon of Peter's 5 but what were they and others that 
were picked up here and there by preventing grace, 
in comparifon of the body of that generation, who 
remained obftinate infidels? They were but as a 
little remnant which God referves to himfelf, in the 
worft of times, for a feed, Rom. ix. 29. So wrath 
came on that generation, as the apoftle obferves, 
I TheflV ii. 16. IVrath is come upon them to the utter* 
mofly according to the threatening, Matth. xxii. 7. 
forecited. 

And 
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Aad i» not Ibis' the cafe ol the prefcnt generation ? 

We have long enjoyed the gofpel, and we are as thofe | 

vho are rendered deaf byr th^ continual founding of 
tnatty' waters. To whom fhall we now fpeak ? wha 
now hdieir^ the k'e|K>rt of the gofpel? They have 
iiMnetimes tfemUed at the word, who now fit like 
hrazot wails ^dinflr it. llieir confciences have been 
fometimos eafily touched,, whieb- are nowr as feared 
with a hot iron^ Wharxan* be expedied^ bat that 
God vrili chaotge^his meffengers> and. try fliarp' rods» 
after, a ili^ced word } 

2.. A generation wherein comiption^ ctf life and' 
mannecs is become univerfal, having overfpread alF 
ranks of perfons/ Thus was it with, this genera- 
tion in the text^ wherein- priefls^ and people were 
all gone wrongs . This w^$ the chara£ber of the ge^ 
neration fweptaway witbthe flood, Gen. v"i«. 12* Goi 
looked upm the eattk, and bshcid^ it was -corrupt t 
for Ml Jlejh had corrupted his v^ay upon the earths 
When D^vid confidered his generation as fuch, ho^ 
was his heart moved ? Pfal. xii. 1.2.^ Helpy Lord, for 
the godly man ce&fetk; /or the faithful fail from among; 
the children of men. They fpeak varUty every one witk^ 
his fieighlfour : with fLtttenng- lips, and with a dou* 
hie heart do they fpeak* And bihold bis pnly com- 
fort, ver. 7. Thou fbalt keep tkem, 0- Lordy thorn 
fhalt preferve them from this generation for ever*^ 
When Micah faw his generation fucb, how doe»' 
he lament the cafe ! chtip. vii. 1. 'x. IVo is me, for T 
am as when they have gathered thefummer-fruits, as 
the grape- gleanings of thA vintage : there is na clufier^ 
to eat i my foul defired the firji ripe fruit. The goodf 
man is periffjed^put of the earth,- and there is none up" - 
right among men : they all lie rn wait for blood: they 
hunt every: man his hrother with a net^ &c. And fear 
the courfe he refolyes on ver, 7. Therefore I ivilS ^ 
kok unto the Lord: I will wait for the G<id of my fai^ 
'Nation : my God will hear me. ^ 

And, alas ! is not this^ur very caii»j Is^not,pro>^ ' 
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fanenefs and wickedaefs like a flood- gone ovd" alt 
its banks ? If ve look inio the congregation, what 
profane fwearmg, drunkentiefs, biting and devour- 
ing one another, and imcleanneis abound among 
us, in the midft of gofpel>lighH Is this the fruit 
6f plenty, fuhieis, and thriving in the world? Take 
heed the day come not wherein the bodies thus abu- 
fed to the dafhonour of GUid, fhall lie upon the face 
of the ground as dungy and there be none to bury 
them, whereof the plague baa given the French na- 
tion a fad experience. If we look abfoad through 
the nations, religion is truly fallen under contempt*. 
Loofenefs and Kcentiouihefs is become iafhionable^ 
the flood*gates. of debauchery are fet open, and there 
is no (lemming of the tide» And the generation 
has not ftopt at ordinary crimes, ordinarily found 
among a corrupt people : but they have proceeded 
to an open defiance of Heaven, by i^lheifm and 
blafphemy. What prodigious blafphemies have, 
been heard of,, of late ? The foundations of Chrifti- 
anity are fapt by damnable herefies. The power of 
religion has of a long time beeiv very &iall; and 
now the principles of true religion aire in hazard 
of being loft, not only among people, but paftors. 
What a dreadful conjun£ture is this, wherein Arl^ 
*nifm, the denying of the fupreme Godhead of 
Chrift, and his equality with the father, is-arifen 
amongft DiiTenters in England and Ireland, and le- 
galifm, by which the purity of goj^l-do£lrine. is 
corrupted, prevails, and is countenanced fo much in 
Scotland at the fame time ? This univerfal corrupt 
tion fpeaks us to be a generation of wrath* 

3« A generation incorrigible, and deafto^ all calls 
of providence, whom mercies draw not, and leflec 
ftrokcs cannot drive to repentance. Hence the apofUe 
addreffes the Romans, chap. ii. 4. j. Or defpifefi thou 
the riches of his goodnefsy and forbearance^ and hng^ 
fuffering; not knowing that the goodnefs of Gdd kadeth 
thcc to repent ame? Mut after iby. bardnefs and. ijn^ 
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fmiUnt hearty treafureft up unta thyfotf wraik a- 
gainji the day rf wrath, and revelation rftbe righ^ 
team judgement qf Cod. And thus Jeremiah ad- 
dreffes the Jews, chap. v. j. 9. Lordj are not thine 
gyei upon the truth P thou haft firicken them^ but they 
have net grieved $ thou haft confumed them^ but they 
have refu/ed to receive corre6lion : they have made 
their faces harder than a rockf they have refufed t4 
return. Shall I net viftt for thefi things f faith 
the Lordz aindfball not my foul be avenged %n fuch 
a nation as this P This generation in the text had 
met with feveral leffer fcourges befiore the fatal ftroke 
came on them *, the j had the greateft of mercies con- 
ferred OB them by the preaching of Cbrift and his 
apoftles J and they got near to forty years fpace for re- 
pentance after they had crucified the Lord of glory : 
but they waxed worfe and ^^orfe, inftead of being 
^bettered \ and io wrath came on them to the utter? 

moft« 

- And is it not fa with us at this day ? What m 
variety of providences has this generation been tryft- 
cd witbi How .often fince the revolution has all 
been in hazard, and yet our ruin has been merciful- 
ly prevented) God faying in effedl as Hof. xi. & 
Hov) fbaU I give thee up^ Ephraim F how fball I 
deliver thee^ Ifrael ? bow fball I make thet as Ad^ 
tnah f hovi fball I fet thee as Zeboim ? mine heart is 
turned within mcy my repentings are kindled together. 
How were the nations faved from imminent ruin as 
to all their facred and civil iriterefta^ by King George's 
happy acceffion to the throne, when ready to be 
fwallowcd up by a Popifli pictender! The nation 
was gently fcourg^d by the rebellion, which God m 
bis mercy put a flop to* that the whole land was 
not iilW with blood, as that rebellion threatened. 
Thefe lands have been much impoveriihed, by un- 
unhallowed projeiis fet up to enrich them. We have 
been long threatened with the peftilence, raging in 
a n,ei|;hbouiing uatjion i yet God has hitherto ai^e(t<« 
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^ it* Aad what is the fruit of all thde liieixi«^ 
ifarokes, deliyenince6> and long-fui^sring ? Are 
•we bettered thereby? So far from it) that we are. 
vifibly growing warfe and woffe« • One ill ftq> i& 
taisen upon tbe back of another ; (o that caufes of 
•wrath are ftill multiplying^ and the cup now fills 
•fa fail, that the -meafure of ouc fiitbers feems to be 
near the brim/ 

4* A generation^ impatient d£ cheek, control,^ or 
reproof, in their finful courfes, but bent to carry all 
before them. Such a one was that in the text. The 
followers of Chrift witneiTed againft them ; but.what. 
was the effect of it? They were cut to the heart 
thereby, tnftead of being pricked at the heart. They, 
were enraged at them, inftead of being reformed by 
them. And fo they per fecuted them, to fill up the 
-meafure of thar cup^ So the apoftle fpeaks of the 
Jews; at that time, •! Tbeff. ii. ijv i6* Who hoih kill" 
ed the Lard JefuSy and their own prophets, and have 
ferfecutedm; and they pleafe n9t Gsdy and ar^ con- 
trary to all- nun : forbidding us to /peak t^the Gen^ 
tiles J that they might befaved, to Jill up their ^ns ab- 
way. There is hope of "a perfon, or fociety,^ what«^ 
ever their faults be, as long as they can bear to have 
their faults told them,; and are willing to amend : 
but when once it comes to that, that they hate him 
that rebuketh in the gate^ and they* abhor him that 
Jpeaketh uprightly^ Amos v. iO* it is a fad fign of 
ipproaching ruin» 

How evident is this in our cafe } Meiji cannot en*> 
dure reproof. Well may we apply that to the hope- 
kfs cafe of this generation,. Hof. i*. 4. 5, Lei n^ 
man ft rive y nor reprove another: for thy people are 
as they that ft rive vfith the prieft* Therefore fhalt 
thou fall in the day, and the prophet alfo Jhallfall 
%mth thee in the night , and I will ideftroy thy mother. 
Church- difcipline is contemned, privatb reproofs are 
apt to incenfe the reproved againft the reprover, pec-^ 
fie generally being fuch men.of i5dial>,^that one needsr 
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jcarcel^ fpeak to them of what is amifs in their war. 
And as to public minifterial reproofs in the preach- 
ing, of the word, men are not able to bear them, M 
they touch them cloiely. Credit falfely fo calle<^ 
prevails in that cafe among all ranks more than con«> 
fcience. What then can be expe£ked, but that God 
will reach the generation fucb a reproof as they fliatt 
tiotget ihiftedf 

n. I proceed to (hew what courfe one muft take^ 
that would fave himfdf from fuqh an untoward gene- 
ration. 

More generally, he muft open his eyes» and look^ 
And, 

1. He muft look about him, atid behold the face 
of the generation, and confider ferioufly the way they 
are going, and the untowardnefs therein appearing ; 
otherwife he will never beftir himfelf to fave himfeff 
from it. This has been the pra£iice of the godly in 
all ages of declining from the good ways of the Lord* 
So did Noah, Heb. xi. y. By faith Noah^ being warn" 
ed ef God of things notfeen as yet, moved with/earf 
prepared an ark to the Jhving of hrs hou/e ,- by the 
'which he condemned the ivorld* And fo did David, 
Pfal. xii. I . Helpf Lord, for the godly man ceafeth i 
for the faithful faii from among the children of men* 
And the negle£b of this has been that which has led 
fo many of the godly in all ages, into fcveral fteps of the 
way of the untoward generation. I never liked a public 
religion, that was all abroad, and noting at home, ta- 
ken up in cenfuring the faults of others, and putting 
'the worft face on them, and in the mean time not 
humbling themfelves and walking foftly itnder their 
own. But certainly thofe whofe lot it is to live in an 
untoward generation, had need to have their eyes ia 
their head, and difcern what corrupt courfes tend tO| 
that they may beware of them. 

a. He muft look above him unto God, and take 
dotice^ how the courfe of the untoward generation is 

difpleafing 
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difpleafiiig to himi how he is thereby iiifllonOiiFed^ 
and robbed of his glory, that is due to his name; how- 
he is angry with the generation ; and what figns o£ 
his wrath do appear, Pfal Ixbc. 9. Hab. iii. i6* 
Matth. xvi» 3. God is the Governor of the world, and 
he is not an idle fpe£kator of that which men 60 or% 
.earth : (ince be looks to us, let us look up to him* 

3. He muft look within him, and bebokl what unr 
towardnefs is within his own heart, and appears in 
his own life and way. If. vi. '5. Nbrer man (hail 
fave himfelf from an untoward generation, that does, 
not begin here. Heie he muft look, and behold how 
be is in danger of being led afide into the way of the 
untoward generation, l>y reafon of the blindaefs of 
mihd, aiid untowardnefs of heart and affefkions with- 
in his own bread. 

More particularly, if you would tare yoiHrfelves^ 
from an untoward generation, 

1. Return unto God by Jcfus Chrift, in the way 
of the everlafling covenajnt held out to ^u in the go* 
fpd : For thepromife is unto you^ and to your children^ 
and to all that are afarpff^ even as many as the Lord 
nur God Jhall cally Afts H. 39, ^ Be no longer ftiff- 
necked, but yield yourfelves to the Lord. Tlike fal- 
vation elofely to heart now at lengthy and^eotier into 
the covenatvt, ye that are yet ftrangers to Chrift. And 
renew your covenant, ye that are the friends of Chrifl, 
give a new folemn confent to the marriagC'Covenant 
betwixt Chrift and your fouls. And I would advife 
both to do this, with 9 particular view to your being^ 
faved from this untoward generation. Sirs, we feem 
ta h&etitering into a clbud, and darknefs feetns to be 
coming on : take hold of Chrift for yotn- guide in 
time, left ye be wrapt up in the cloud without a guide* 
tnd there be a iad aceount of yfiUt and fuch as. you 
^e, ere the darknefs be over. 

2. Endeavour clofe walking with God ii^your pcr- 
Cbtial capacity, as did Noah, Gen. vi. 9. fbrecited. 
Strive to be acquainted with refigion in the life and 

pQwe.c. 
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jfcmee of tt oh your own fouls* In a dark and c1oud]f 
day upon the church, it is hard to keep faft am unfelt* 
religion* When the winds' of error and delufion arc 
left to blow, th€ earth,* fea, and trees, there is a fad 
account of them, Rev. ¥ii. 3. And in a time of com- 
mon calamity, one tbtt cannot live by faith, will' 
find it hard to live. ' 

3* Beware of and ftand at a diilance from the fin- 
ful ways and courfes of the untoward generation: 
£ph. V. 1 1 . Have ns felhrwjhip ivitk the unfruitful 
ivorks ef darknefsy but rather reprove them. ,They 
that wUl partake of their (ins, mufl lay their account 
to partake of their plagues alfo, when God rifeth up - 
to plead his conti-overfy. Let it not encourage you 
to fin, that you fee others generally take a liberty to 
themfelves that way; for by that means you enter Jin- 
to the con%)tracy againft God with the multitude, 
and (hall (mart with them, if ever you iave your- 
feWes from this untoward generation, you will be in- 
ftrufied of God as he was, that hejbouid net walk in 
ihfi way rf this people^ If. viii. 1 1. 

4. Mourn over the fms of the untoward genera- . 
tion, as well as over your own, otherwife ye are not 
free of them, £zek.ix. 4. forecited. Pfal. cxix. 136. 
Rivers rf waters run d&wn mine eyes^ faid David ; ' 
hecaufe they (the wicked) keep not thy law. Alas ! 
this public fpirit, is much gone in our day. God is' 
diflionoured, his name is profaned, his ways, truths, 
and ordinances are trampled upon by an untoward 
generaticHi ; and we ftaiid by as unconcerned fpeda- 
tors, or elfe join m the affronting of him. Ah ! is 
God our Father ? is Chrift our elder brother ? are we 
on Heaven'« fide? and can we be. thus hale-hearted 
in fuch a cafe ? 

5. Laftly, Take home Zion's cafe into your own 

foul ; and be conc^rneS how it fhall fare with the 

churdi and interefl: of Chrift in this untoward gene- 

I ration. There has been much contending in Scot- 

; land even unto blood iior all the p^rts of our cove- 
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nanted reformation. Few of that generation are to 
^e fore now ; but we are arifen a new generation 
that knew not Jofepfll'and ^it is like to goto wreck 
mmong our hands. ^^^ it is much to be lamented, 
that profeflbrs generally are very eafy and fecure up- 
on the matter. They fee noM^e danger, they per- 
ceive not the weight of the thitf^, and they will not 
inquire if^ 4t. And hence'' no wonder, that they 
are not employed to wreftle witb'God upon it. But 
this is ^ d^y that calls you^obeflir yourlelves on 
Zion's behalf, and inquire into and inform- yourfelves 
of her tt^e interefts, and the "height of them which 
are at ftakc; left ye lay yourfelves open to that, Amos 
vi. I. Wo to them that are at eaje in Zittn. Our Lord 
takes notice how men carry themfelves in a time of 
his inter^ft (inking, and will fee to it himfelf in due 
time } but th/sir cafe is dangerous who ftand aloof 
from it, r-wcfcording to what Mordecai told Efther, 
chap* iv. 14. For if thou altogether, holdeft thy peace at 
this time J then fhall there enlargement and deliverance 
arife to the Jews from* another placcy but thou and thy 
father* s houfefball be deflroyed. 

« 

ni. I ihall conclude with fome motives to ftir you 
up to fave yourfelves from this untoward generation. 

I. The danger of this untoward generation is very 
great; Amos iii. 2- Tou only have I known rf all the 
families of the earth : therefore I will punifb you for 
all your iniquities. For the debt of fin they have en- 
tered heirs to, the breach of covenant with God, the 
blood of the ikints, and apoilafy of the late times, is 
very great and hainous. The multiplied caufes of 
God's controverfy, fince the Lord returned the cap- 
tivity of this church, are very many and of a deep 
die. And the ftroke has been long threatened, and 
of divers kinds, fword, famine, and peftilence. So 
that, in the ordinary courfe of providence it cannot 
mifs to be of extreme weight when it comes. 

2* It ieems to be making Jiafte^ and to be very 

near» 
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iicar^ Deut. xxxii. 35. Their foot Jhalljlide in due time : 
far the day if their calamity is at handy and the things 
thatfball come upon them make hafte. For wc fee that 
God ia rifeaup from his place, to punifh the. nadons 
for their iniquity, in the peftilence that has fo long 
raged abroad. It is time for us to beftir ourfelves to 
fave ourfelves from this untoward generation, when 
our neighbours houfe is on fire. Befides, this unto- 
ward generation are irifibly mending their pace is de* 
parting from God, and are mailing ftill quicker and 
qi^cker difpatch in filling up the cup of our iniquity* 
And^as natural motions in^eafe the more, the near- 
er they draw to the centre \ fo the nearer nations are 
to the fatal day of wrath, they make the greater fpeed 
in pulling it down on themfelvea* And finally, our 
divifions fpeak it to b^ fo : A houfe divided againjl 
itfeff cannot fhand. 

3. Laftly, Now is the time to fa^e yourfehes. 
God is yet on a throne of grace. He is calling to 
jou, however far ye have gone on with the untoward 
generation, now to iave youcfclves from this umb- 
iff^ard j;eneratioa. 
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Preached at Ettricic, Vo^eps^ry. 17^5. 

H s E A IK 8. 9. 

Forfif did ndt ifww that I gave her com^ and win^t 
and oil, and multiplied her filver^ and gold^ Vihich 
they prepared for Baal. Therefore wUl I return, 
^na take away my com in the time thereof, tmd my 
wine in the/ea/bn thereof, and will recover my wool 
and my flax given to cover her nukednefs* 

IN thefic words we have Ifrael's fin and judge- 
ment* 

L Ifrad'-s fin, want of teowledge; a fin, thougli 
but a want. Men muft reckon to Gk)d for the gifu 
and graces they want^ which they are obliged to have, 
and may have. A heart-fin : the fins of the heart, 
as weQ as thofe of the life, are ruining ; and a dark 
heart, as wdi 3& a heart rebelling againft the light, 
as dangerous. In Ifrael's Im obferve two things. 

u The obje£): they did not know. In a word, 
the divine bounty. God had beenvery kind to them, 
but they had taken no knowledge of all his kindnefs: 
they were more brutifh than the 40x or afs, If. i. 3. 
Obferte, 

(i.) The good things he had fiimiflied them with ; 
and lirft for the body, [i.] NeceflTaries, com, where- 
fjf their bread was madei ufuallj put for all necefla- 

ries. 



Tfr&efs Siw and Jwi^wmnt Jtfiribedi $% 

vies. He had watched over the fea&nsj from tha 
time it was fown» till it was gathered in. [2.] Con"^ 
Teniencies)^ for deli gh(^ wine; he blefled their vin*^ 
tage. For ornament, oit^ that maHes the face to 
ihine, and which was ufual in their feafts, Pfal. xxiii« 
Secondly, for the piirfc and wffer. i/?, A variety 
of coin of the beft, filvvr' and geld. %dly^ He made 
it increafey Heb. He bleifed them ili> trade, they 
flouriflied in it; the produce of their country did 
thrive, and brought in to them good pricea for theii; 
commodities \ fo that they were a rich j^ople. Thu^^^ 
they were in the reign oi Jeroboam* the Second, the 
moft flouriihing time they ever had, 2 Kings xiv;> 
But what did they with it ? They prepai^d it f^r thei^ 
idol \ they drefled Baal's imagjs with it^ 

(2.) On what terms they were thus furnjihed ; oxv 
free coft their country was nourifhedi God gave them^ 
the£B tbingb freely. They had them, by free gift. 

(g.) His liberality. They faid, ver^ 5. their idols 
gave th^m b^ad* Supppfe 1^ had be^n fo, God gave 
them com, that was more. Their idols gave then^ 
wat^r, but God gstv^ them wine. And he addedi 
filver ^nd gold, of which th^re is no. mention^ in tfaaiC 
veriie. So God had been kinder to them than their 
idol«. 

2. How they did not know thia; For, HeK And^ 
Tft i% joifted with ver. 5. She hath piaffed tke harht^ 
done fia^nefuUy^ (md did mt hnvw* They laid it nof 
to heart, and* pra^i£ed accordingly^ to ferve an4 
honour God with hi$ own good gifts, but fenred thei& 
o^n lufts and idols with them, and difhoaoured him, 
thereby. Thus, though they knew that Qpd gav# 
|hem thefe things, in a gieneral fuperficial way^ God^ 
leckons they did not know; 

U. Ifrael's judgement j which is propofed,* 

1. More generally. Whetc we have, (i.) Thcr 
heavy turn brought on their condition, I will return^ 
i, e* Change the way of my difpenfation to them*. 
A& if he Itad i^d^ Wherea$ ye . had botb> necef-r 
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faries and conTeniencies for the body, I will ftrip yotr 
of tbcm both. Your purfes that were filled^ I will 
emptjr them again $ your trade that fiouriihed, I will" 
blaft, and ye ihall go as faft down as ever ye rofe. 
Yeihall have few pennyworths, and what ye have 
ye fhall get little for them. (2.) The reafon of it, 
therefore. God wiH not chaage his kind way with a 
people, but for good reaf(m : fo when we fee it fa 
with us, let us £itisfy ourfelves, thatthere is a caufe ; 
and juftify God in the bl«ckeft turn of our lot. In 
this therrfore^ 

ifty There is jadgement and indignation. It re- 
fers to their fin, vcr* 8. They knevf not that I gave 
them r therefore I vjiil return^ and take them aiuay. 
They have made an ill ufe of their plentiful provifion % 
therefore i will draw^ their table, and bind them ug 
to fhort eommons. 

2i%, There is mercy and love in ifc. It refers al- 
fo to ver; 6. 7. God £hews there- he had a defig^ of 
love on them, to have them back to himfelf. That 
they may be made ta retura, therefore / nviU- return : 
their plenty has been their fnare, therefore \ wiU take 
k from them, that I may win them back again. 

2. More particularly^ He threatens that he will 
leave them neither in chem, nor on them $ but ftrip 
them of all. And, 

I/?, Of their maintenaneev where obferre, (i.) 
He aflerts his property in their com and wine : The 
corn they have is my com, the wine my wine, though 
ye call it yours, ver» 5. Though ye have fown the 
corn, and planted the v»ne& \ and they are come for- 
iirard to the time of eating and drinking of them^. 
(2.) H^ threatens to feize thctn accordingly as his 
own, I will take away my eornj ^c. And who can 
quarrel his taking away his own i (3.) The timing of 
^e flroke. • He will let alone the corn till it be come 
to the hook, yea till it be for leading in, attd then 
he will come and take it away, in the time thereofy 
when nothing remaias butforthebufbandman to en» 

joy 
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joy the finik of his labMn So he will tak away the 
wine in its feafoa^ when it is juft ready for the 
prefs. 

^dlty^ Of their eioathing. Where obTenrey (i.)Hi0 
property in the wool and lint, (x.y For wjiat end he 
gave tbem^ them* (3.) How he will take them away \ 
recover them as out of the hand of enemies, wrong* 
eus pofl^fibrsy that fed their l«ift» with ^em, but 
they iball not have them to coyer their nakedn^. . 

Tber^re I vfHt refumy and tak^ awof imj corn — 
and my nvin€-^* 

Three dodrhfies may be obferred from thefe word««. 

DocT. I. God wiil certainlj^ckange Us vtay wth 
frofperous impenitent finners. 

DocT. II. Gofs taking a/way the canty and depri" 
ving men qftheu/eef necoffariesj is the juft revtard 
tf the abuje of plenty. 

JDocT. III. God may have a dijign of lave in taking' 
away his corn from a Jinful people y and depriving them 
•ffucb nevejfary mercies and comforts of life. 

i fliall explain each of thefe do^rihc9| and af^lyr 
them in oider.. 

DocT. r. God wiir certainff change his nvay with- 
f rof per our impenit^npf inner St Therefore I wilf return^ 
They may prafper for a while j but if they return net 
in the i*-ay of duty to God, God will return in the: 
change of his dUpenfation to them,, making their fuxK 
to go down at noon-day with- them.. 

The reafons of this difpenfation are*^ 
• I. GodV hdnour req%ikes it^ Pfiil. R ar. The^ 
things hafttl^U dane^ and IkeptfUencerthou thovghtejt 
that I was altogether fuch a one as thyfelf: hut I wilt 
peprove thee^ and fet them in ord$r before thine eyes^r 
He has tried them 'with profperity, and that wiH not 
4^1, he will vindicate his ommV honour, by taking ^ 
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contrary cwrfe, that all tlic world may fee he deed 
not approve their way« 

2* U is aeceflary to put a ftop tx> their progrefe m 
wtckeilileik Wicked men^ the more proifperotts they 
are, the more vile they glow; like a dunghUl) the 
hottct.the fun ftinea oir it» the ranker does it fmei]« 
Frofperity to them is as dtt wind tothefeas; the 
ftrengei it bk>v6» the waves rage the more: there-* 
fore he will bound iu 

UsE^ I. Let not profperity make you forget God» 
yourfelvesf aiMl duty; and truft aot in the uncertain 
fmiles of the world* For the frowns- may yet be a4 
heavy, as ever the fmtles^ were pleafant, and things 
may go as faft wrooy as ever they went rights 

2. I«et no body euvy profperous wickedneis^ Pfal: 
xxxvii. I. Fret not ihyfejf hecaufi rf evil-doers ^ neu 
iher be thou- envmus againft tie workers rf iniquity. 
It has put good men fore to it, to feedefpifers of God 
:»nd godlinefs carefled by outward providence. But 
look to the word, and fee the end ; that will be bitter> 
Pial.lxxiii. J7. r8. 

^ DoCT. II. God's taking away tie corn^ and depri- 
ving men of the vfe ofnecejfaries^ is tBejufi reward 
of the abufe rf plenty. This will appear, if ye confi- 
^er, 

1 « That God is a God delighting in mercy, and 
does not willingly affli£i, Lam. iii< 33. There is no 
delight in the mifery of his creatures to him, Ezek. 
Kviii. 23. Juftice is his a£t indeed, but hi& ftrange 
aci. It is with a kind of reki£bui£y that he reaches 
a ilroke to his people, Hof» xi. 8i 

2* Me has promifed the contrary courfe to bis 
people walking in his ways, Hof. il. 2i. 22* Jnd it 
Jhatl come to pcfs in that day% I will heary faith the 
Lordy I will hear^he heavenSy and they fball hear the 
earthy and the earth fball hear the corny andthewiney 
and the oil% and the^^ftm hear JezreeL Itis a gene- 
3ral pwmife, To him \bat bath fball b^ giveuy i. e» 

The 
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Tbe hoAOttciiig of God with what we hafit ia the wzy 
tp get moje^ rroT. iii. 9. 10. Honoar tkt Lordwitk 
thffukftoincf^ and vti^k tk€ jirft-fvuits rfaU thine ui' 
creajk : /a flfoU thy barns he filled with plenty^ ami 
thy preffefJbaU burft out with ne*w wine. 

Obje^. J&ut do not even the godly tender .ones 
fmart ia fuch a caUe i Anf* Indeed common ealamv* 
ties oa a land of country do not juft fek£k the ungod* 
ly^ and keep off from godly tender Chriftians : yet 
the latteF have the advantage. There is as much 
guilt on the beft> even of abufe of n^ercies^ as will 
juftify God in reaching them a ihare of the common 
calamity : but they ihall get it moderated and fan^iiii* 
ed, and God will bring good o«t of it to them, PfaL 
' xxxvii. 194 Tbeyjball not be q/bamed in the evil timet 
4tnd in the days ((ffatmne theyjhall be fatisfied. Ver.. 
3. Truft in the Lord^ and do good^jbjbak thou dwelh 
in the landf and verify thou Jhalt be fed* Noah's 
houfe and land was overflown with the flood, but God 
provided him an ark- Jeremiah and his remnant 
were to fall into the enemy's hand, but the Lord faid 
to him. Verily itjhall be weliwith thy remnant ^ veri* 
ly I will caufe the enemy to entreat thee well in the 
time qfevilf and in the time of affii^ibni Jer. xv. 11. 
3. He has threatened to puniih the abufe of plenty 
widi the want of neceflaries^ Deut. xxviii. 47, 48.. 
Btcaufe thou/erve^Ji not the Lord thy Ood withjoyful^ 
nefiy and with- gladnefs rf hearty for the abundance of 
all things : therefore Jbalt thou ferve thine enemie^ 
which the Lord fhall fend againjt thee^ in bugger ^ ana 
m tlnrjiy and in nakednefsy ami in want of all things .* 
and he Jhall put a yoke of iron upon thy neck^ until he 
have deflropd thee* Thus he dealt with a finning 
people, Amos iv. 6* / have given you cleannefs of 
teeth in all your ^ities^ and want of bread in all your 
palaces^ The fms of a people in a foregoing time, of- 
ten bring the harveft to a forry account, If. xvi. 9* 
Therefore I will bewail with the weeping of Jazer^ 
the viae (f Sibmah : I will water thee with my tears 
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Hejhb&n^ and EJeakh: for the flmiting for thy fum^ 
mer-fruits^ and fcr thy harveftj is fallen* Chap* 
xvii. II. In the dnyjhalt thou make thy plant togroWf 
and in the morning Jhalt thou make thy feed to fhurifh: 
hut the harveji fball he a heap in the day of gi^irfy and^ 
of defperate forroiw* And as we hear from thcword^ 
fe we fee k with our eyes at this day. 

Object. But thefe things fall out of courfe; and' 
there have beenr bad feafone before thiS) and wiU be 
after. Anf There has fo -, burl know no body who' 
pretends to have feen fuch^a long and fere oourfe ot 
it at once. Howbeit God has the management of aU>.. 
and known to him are all things from the beginning y 
and he has fo ordered the courfe of nature^ as tO' 
ferve the pirrpofe of fulfilling his word thereby : fo- 
that wind and rain are all kl ou^ by his order for ths^ 
end, Job xxxvii. la. i^;^. 

Lafifyf It is the taking away from^ fintiers that which« 
they have ufed to the dishonour of God ; and who* 
feesnot thatto bemoft JD^? Thecora is the Lord's ^ 
it is given to the children* of men, that they may be 
thereby ftrengthened to ferve the Giver j. and inftead> 
of that they ferve their lufts with it. 

Use. Let this ferve,. 

1. Ta convince us of our abufc of foraieF mercies, 
being the caufe of this heavy ftroke in the cafe of the 
harveil. There have been good years; but what 
wonder the Lord return, confidering the unfruitful** 
nefs under the gofpel, abufe of God's goodcreaturesy 
carnality ^nd world! inefs, ^c. i 

2. To humble us^ as a people againft whom the 
Lord is thus teftifyir>g his difpleafure>. as againft abu* 
fers of his goodnefs. 

3. To put us to juftify GodV and not to fret. He 
is juil in all that he has done ; for we have finned. . 

Laftly% To ftir us up to repentance, to turn to a. 
f aiiting God ;. tl^ we be not as thofe who refufe cor*- 
xefkion*. 
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BocT. III. God may have a defigri of love in taking 
MTuay his corn from a finful people y and depriving them 
effuch necejfary mercies and comforts of life. 

I . In the genera}, that defign- w to caufe them to 
return, to the Lord the fir ft Hufband. When die 
Lord was to bring back Ifracl to- himfctf from her 
adulterous departures^ fhe is ftraitened in her provi- 
Sons, Hof- lii. 2. 3. The ftraits which the prodigal 
met with abroad, occafioned his coming home, Luke 
XT. And this ftroke is a call to us to return to ous 
God. 

' 2. More partictilarly, wc may conceive that dc- 
fign to be, 

' (f .) To teach finners dependence ©n Ged in- their 
affairs df life, Pfel. cxxvii. r. Except the Lor*d Mid 
the houfe^ they labour' in vain that build it : except 
the Lord keep the city^ the wafehman waketh but in 
•vain* Men may plough, and fow, and be at all 
pains, and yet not be fecure of the crop : for God 
can make tne harveft- a heap. Therefore learn that 
it^is the Lord, and not your wit and induftry, that' 
gives power te get wealth. 

{2.) To cut off from them fcwel for their luftSf 
Hof. ii. 6. / will hedge up thy way with thomsy and 
make a wally that fhe fb^Unot find her patht. Abun- 
dance h^ been a fnare to many. And the beft have 
fo little (kill to guide wealth, th^t ft i$ God'sgoodnefii 
to many, they are held ihort by the bead. We are 
often with the comforts of the world, like a child 
playing himfelf with a knife : he weeps as herried^ 
when it is taken avsray ; but it is the father's kind- 
nefs to the ehiM, that he will not let him keep it. 

3* To bring them to be more about the throne of 
grace by prayer, and to live more by faith. When 
the ftreams run full, and there is wealth in the ei- 
fterns, we are apt to forget the fountain : fo God 
dries up the ftreams, gives one ciftem a crack after 
another, and it. rujps out, and ^ea the feul corned 
away to God for all, Zeph. iii. I2. / will kave in 

the 
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the midft tf the^ an Affli^ed and poor piopky andtiiey 
Jball trufi m the name <f the Lord, i Tim. v. 5. S9 
their fouls profper, though the world profpers cot 
with them \ while the ptofpecity of others deftroys 
their fouk.^ 

4» To Msnrich them another way, Rom. ¥• 3. 4. 
5. Tribulation worketh patience g andpatiencey ex" 
ferience : and experientej hope : and hope maketh not 
^Jbamed. The wildemefs-lot is oft-times, the moil 
f rofitable part of the Chriftian's lot in the world* 
The moft pathetic mQvi»g pfalms of David werQ 
penned on fuch occafions. The' wil4erne& is often 
God's clofet, which he takes his people into, Hof. 
ii. 14. / wHl allure her^ and^kring her into the wil- 
derne/s, and /peak comfartably unto, hery or to her 
heart. And.fome (harp trial is the iignal given 
tiiem to come lata the clofet. The Lord brings them 
ipto ftraitSj that be may have ocaafion tp {hew them 
U$ love ifit feafoaaUft rebe&t aad that h^ may enter* 
tain, them with, the f^«^. o£ the propisfe^ framed foe 
^eir lot.. 

Us£. I. Entertain kindly thoughts of taedt^penfa« 
^ns o£ this day, in the Lnord's fo fai: takipig away 
tihe corn*. Th^ patient believes that the phyficianj m 
opening a» vein and taking away fo muich Uood^. 
^nd in. adminiftering a bitter potion of phyfic to him, 
has aa ill. deftgn on him : the toward child bdlieves> 
|be father means no ill, but good to him, in corre£t^ 
ing him. Why &ould we entertain harfh thoughtSr 
Qf God» ia his taking away o«tward eomforts of life} 
Surely he £?es need for it. Without thcfe kindly 
thoughts of the divine providence, there is no good 
of the trial. 

%. Comply with the kind defig^ oi providence. 
Learn dependence - cmo^ God, mortify your lufts, livo 
hy faith, and fee to make fpimtual^ advantage of the 
difpenfation- Return to God who fmiteth, and 
humble your&lves under his mighty hand : and \i 
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ye be lofers -one way, ye will be fvre to be gadneri 
-another. 

Luftfyy Rejoice in the Lofd, when the cre^ttrei 
fail. This was HabaLkuk^s eaeercffe^ and it ought 
to be yours, chap. iii. 17. i8. Although thejig*tr§9 
fl)all not Mojfimj nether Jball fruit be in the vines : 
4he tabtmr xf the eiive fiaH fail^ tand tie fields JbaH 
yield no meat^ the flock JbaU be cut f§ from the fold^ 
'nnd there Jball be no herd in theftaUs: yet I will re^ 
joice in the Lordy I voiU joy in phe Codefwy Jahti^ 
tion* 

I-toilltnke away^^in the time Hferetf^^in fhefeajhn 
theretf* 

DocT. God often fees k me^t to take mviay tempos 
ral mercies y jnftrwhen they dre brought to the point 
^ enjoyment. As if one thouid caufe the bread t« 
fall out of one's band, when he is juft putting it ill 
bis mouth. RemarkaUe to this purpofe is Hc^. ix. 

I. ne floor and the ^wine-pr^fs Jball not feed them^ 
^nd the new wine fl)all fail in ber. Thus has he 
done in our ixde. He does it, 

Reaf u To make the trial ftrike the more home. 
Job XX. 2t. In the fulfils hf his ftijficiency^ he Jbail 
he m ftrtats. The higher mens hopes-are lifted up, 
like more piercing is the di&ppointment. Secure fin- 
tiers need a (harp awakenitig, and -God points af^ 
Si^lions this way, tbatt they may be ^ more roufing. 
The more the mercy is ripened, the lofs Is the forer, 
and the trial t^e greater. 

a. To teach 'US that we arc always in his reverence, 
and all we have is at all times in his hand. Hot ix. 

II. I a- As for Ephmim^ their ghry Jball fly » awdy 
Hke a bird ; from the birth^ and from the womb, arid 
from the conception^ Though they bring up tbeir 
children^ yet will I bereave them thai there Jball not 
be a man left : yed^ wo aljb nnto them when I depart 
ftom them. liVhat we have we can fometimes p«t 

out 
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iyut of the reach c^.men our enemiies : but nothing 
vc have can we put out of God's reach. Therefore 
there is as much need of dependence on God, for 
the com when it comes to die hook, as when it is 
ibwn at firft* 

3. To punifli mens carnal Hxmfid^nce upon fair 
appearances. When tht creature blooms fair, men 
promife themfelves mjght]^ things on the head of it, 
without dependence on God^ and then a jealous 
God ftrikes it down therefore in his wrath. Luke xii. 
20* Thou fooly (aid God unto the rich man, this night 
thy foul Jhall be required of thee ; then whofe JbaU 
ibofe things be which ihou haft provided f This is 
applicable to the affair of the blailed crop. It maj 
bud and bloflbm fair whofe fruit may be blafted, 
liof. viii. 7. They^have /own the wind^ and they fbaU 
reaf the whirlwind : it hath noflalk^ the bud JbaU yi€l4 
no meal : ^ fo b£ it yields the Jl rangers fbaUJhoallo'a) 
it up. 

Lajilyt There may be fome new provocation, be- 
tween the firft appearance and bringing of the mercy to 
perle&ion, whiqh may procure a turn of the wheel 
of providence. Hence faid the Lord to Eli, i Sanu 
ii. 30. / faid indeed^ that thy houfeif and the houfe of 
thy f^Uher /hould walk before mejorever: but now 
they Lord faith^ Be it far from me-; for them that ho* 
nourme^ I will honour^ and they that defpife me^ JbaU 
he lightly efieemed. O how often do we by our mif- 
carriages ftop the courfe of our mercies ! Things 
go favourably a while: but when men forget Qod, 
and forget .themfelves, God is provoked to give a 
backward caft. 

Us£* u See here the uncertainty of aU temporal 
things. One is never fure of them \ there is not one 
l^ge pi all the way they come to us, but they may 
fall in it, and never life again, Hof. ix. 1 1 • ^ore- 
cij^ed. In the bud, bloflbm, and fruit too, they are 
liable to blading. When they are at their full, they 
^ay fuddenly fufler an eclipfe. 

li Be 
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2. Be not fccure when the world fmiles : though 
It fmile this moment, it may look four the next. In 
the midft of its triumphs one may be knocked down. 
Therefore rgoice with trembling : for often when af- 
fiidiion feems fartheft»off, the hand is only lifted 
back to fetch the greater ilroke; Job xxi. 13. They 
fpend their days in wealthy and in a moment go down 
U the grave^ 

3. How much more defirable and valuable are 
the fpiritual mercies of peace with God, pardon, 
and eternal life ? Thefe are things. one may be fure 
of; the. world cannot take ^em away, and God will 
not ; For the gifts and calling of God are without re^ 
pentdnce^ Rom. xi. 29. Temporal mercies are a 
crown that common providence may fet on with its 
hand to-day, and kick oS with its foot to-morrow. 
But fpiritual privileges are liable to no fuch uncer- 
tainties, Matth. vi. 19. 20. Lay not up for your/elves ^ 
treafures upon earthy where moth andruft doth ccr-> 
rupty and where thieves hreak through and fieaL 
But lay up for yourf elves treafures in heaven^ where 
neither moth nor ruft doth corrupt f and where thieves 
do not break through nor fteal 

, 4. Let not God's people lofe their hope and con- 
fidence in God for a delivery, when their cafe i& 
even come to an extremity'. There is a counter-part 
of this difpenfation, which the people of God often 
meet with, Deut. xxxii. 36. For the Lord fball judge 
bis people^ and repent himfelffor his ferv ants : when 
he feeth that their power is gone, and there is none, 
fhut upy or left. It is as eafy for God to turn 
the wheel of providence the one way as the other; to 
make night day, as day night ; to make the fun arife. 
at midnight, as to go down at mjd-day, Zech. xiv. 

Lafll% Sit loofe to the world: neither be caft down 
with its frowns, nOr lifted up with its fmiles ; but 
lay your weight on Chrifl, trufting in him alone for 
all .things. 

t F / 
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I vjtll recover my wool and myjtax given to cbver 
her nakednefs* 

DocT. Cod^s taking aynay outward mercies from 
the abufers ef tbem^ is a recovering them out of their 
hand* 

I. It imports, that they have forfeited their right 
to them, and are in a fenfe violent pofTeflbrs of them^ 
that a ftvonger^ than they muft recover them out of 
their hands. Wicked men have so covenant-right 
to the creatures : but God gives them a providential 
right to them v and even that they for&k before the 
Lord by their abufe oi them* 

2* The -creatures are unwillingly detained by them^ 
and groan to be recovered out of their hands, Ronu 
mu 20. 2f. The creatures were made for the ho- 
nour of God, but wicked men ufe them as iifflru- 
jnaents to dilhonour God with: therefore they groaa 
28 captives and priibners to be delivered out of their 
hands. Their corn groans front their fields and bams, 
their drink from their cups, their filver and gold from 
their pockets, for that they (hould be ufed for the- 
maintenance of their lufts : and the godly exprefe 
their groans as the mouth of the creation, Rom. viii. 
32.23. For we know that the- wjsoie creation groan* 
eth^ and travaiieth in pain together until now.^ and 
not only they, but our/elves alfoj which have the* 
^rft^fruits of the Spirify even we ourfelves groan, 
within ourfeJves^ ^waiting for the adoption^ to wit^ 
the redemption ofmur body* 

3« Abufed mercies are ilill the Lord's ; let men 
vfe them as they will, God has not given up his 
property in therii: My corny wooly &c. Men are 
apt to think that they may do with their own what 
they will : but mind, nothing is yours, but in fubor- 
dination to God. And therefore ye muft give ac- 
count to God how ye difpofe of every meafure of 
your corn^ and cup of your drink, every penny of 
your £lver and gold .: and . as much of thefe ais haa 

been 
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ieen laid OHt in the fervice of your kifts^ ye ihall be 
made to fuffer for, as tmjuft flewards that have wat- 
fted your Matter's goods. 

Lafiijy He will take them in again to his own 
hand, to difpofe of them another way. They are 
never oat of his reach : he can ftrip thofe of them ii» 
fife^ make wings to them^ and caufe them fly away^ 
^nd leavis them nothings who fometsmes bad an afr 
finence of all things, whereof every age affords many 
kiilances^* He will fureiy ilrip them of them at deaths 
and hafleti on their dying day, for to tecover ht9 
mereies x)ut of dieir hands, Jer. xvii. ii« y^s the 
partridge fttieth on eggs^ and hatcheth them not : fa 
he th^t getteth ric-hejy and n9i by rights Jhmll leave 
them in the midjt (f his daySy and at his endjball he a 
fool, 

TJsE. Let abtrfers of Good's goodncis hold as fail as 
they can, their abufed mercies will be fuce to leave 
thetn, leaving a fting behind them. Since God takes 
k oA him to recover them, he will do it effe£fcually 
at length : and fince he will take them from them^ 
by way of recovery, there is a piercing fting that the 
renrMval will leave behind it.' The rich man in hell 
had not a drop of water to cool hi^ tongue : the wine 
he drank plentifully in iiis faring delicionfly every 
day, made, diis the more bitter. It is not fo with the 
godly lofmg their creature^^comforts in the midft of 
their fober ufe of tbeotiy. as Job vi. 1 3.» 

» 

Porjbe did not know that I gave her corny Sec. 

DecT. God takes it bainovjly that men Jb$uld ndt 
know and confider them/elves to be his debtors for their 
meat J drink^ and moneyy but Jbould lay them out otl 
their lufts and idols. 

This imports thefe things. 

I. Men need thefe things,, in this their imperfe£k 
ftate in this world. Therefore we are taught to pray^^ 
Give us tins day our daiij bread., In heaven the faints 

F 2 will 
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will need none of them : in hell they will not get a 
drop of water, however much they need it. Here we 
muft have meat and drink for the fupport of our bo- 
dies : land money is neceffary for convenicncyof life, 
£ccl. X. 19. Money anfwereth ati things* 

2. God is the giver of them, the meat, the drink, 
the money^ They arc all his. So the teiXy-My corriy 
viy luiney &c. Hag, iu 8. ThejSiver is miney and the 
gold is mine, faith the Lord of hofts* And he gives 
them to whom, and in what iheafure he fees good, 
James i. 17. Every good gift ^ and every perfect gift 
is from absve, and cometh down from the Father of 
lights. Though men earn them by their labour and 
induftry, though they be left them by parents or o- 
ther friends ; God is ftill the giver, as being the firfl 
caufe, without whom aTl other could do nothing.. 

3. God requires men to confider themfelves as his 
debtors for all, and to behave themfclves accordingly, 
vHng them all for his honour. This is the burden be 
afFeSs his gifts wiih,Prov. Hi. 9. Honour the Lord 
with thyfuhfiance, and with the jftrfi -fruits of all thine 
increafe. And according as he gives, fo he requires 
a proportionable improvement, Lukexix. 13.. OccU' 
py till I come* The more liberally God beftows on 
any, the more are they obliged to be ufeful for God, 
Luke xii. 48. For unto whomfoever mucbis given, of 
him fhall he much required, 

4. Notwithftanding corrupt men beftow God's 
good gifts on their lufts, James iv. 3. By thefe they 
feed them, prote£b and defend them, againft God 
and his holy law. The meat, drink, and moneyi 
are employed that way. One feeds with them a lufl: 
of gluttony, another that of drunken nefs, another a 
luft of pride and vanity. Many that have the greateft 
abundance of them fpend them on harlots. So by 
this means they proclaim war againft God, and carry 
it on againfl him with weapons got out of his own 
magazine, James iv. 4. 

5* It is owing to mens not cooCdering that tbey 

. - arc 
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are God's debtors for thefe things, that they dare 
renture to beftow them on their luils. If they laid 
to heart their dependence on him for all they hxrcp 
they would not dare to ufe them to the diihonour of 
the giver ; knowing that he whofe plenty they abufe^ 
can fbon bring them to the lack of neceffaries- 

6. Laftly, This is highly provoking in the fight 
of God. We can make him no recompenfe for hi» 
mercieS) but (hall we not acknowledge the receipt of 
them ? What he gives us for our neceffity and cbn- 
veniency, fhall we ufe to the diihonour of his name ? 
Z>o ye thus requite the Lord^ foolijb people and un-^ 
wife ?. Deutr xxxii. 6. 

Use. I. See here the true caufe of the prefent 
ftroke ; how trade' comes to be fo low, money fcarce^ 
and the corns many of them fo far ruined. We have 
not known that God gave us corn, and wine, and 
oU, ifc. 

2. Be warned then to confider, that ye are. God's 
debtors for your meat, drink^ and money ; and, un- 
der the pain of God's high difpleafure, ceafe to con* 
fume them on your lufls. Provoke him not to jca- 
loufy, as*if ye were ftronger than he : for there will 
be a bitter reckoning, for mercies fa abufed.. 
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Qod's Difpenfations towards a froward 
Generation defcribed. 



SERMON 

Preached at Ettrick, March 13, 1728, on a Fall- 
day appointed by the Prefbytery of Selkirk* 

" Deuteronomy xxxii. 20^ 

Andhefaidj I ivifl bide toy face from tbem^ J will fit 
what their end Jhall he : f$r they are a very fra» 
ivard generation^ children in whom is no faith* 

THIS fong, after the mtrodudiotit vcr. i.—- 6. 
fets forth God's fpecial favours to Ifrael in an- 
cient and later times, vcr. 7. — 14. IfraePs ingratitude 
to and apoftafy from God, ver. 15. — 18.' He in- 
ftances particularly in their fenfuality and idolatry. 
Then follows God's juft refentment of their apoftafy* 
Inftead of delighting in them, he difdains them 5 in- 
ftead of his former favours to them, he will turn a- 
way from them and leave them. 

In the words we have two things.. 

1. A refolution taken in heaven againflthem. And 
he /aid f I will hide my face from them : and what God 
fays muft ftand, he will not unfay it again. And 
two things he is refolved on againft them. 

(i.) That he will hide his face f ram them^ Heh. 
caufe to hidey pointing at a vail he would draw be- 
tween him and them, which they Ihould not be able 
to remove. His hiding his face firom them, is the 
withdrawing of the tojtens of his favour, and his re- 

fuiing 
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fafing them his countenance) as one wroth with 
them. 

(2.) That be would fee and obferve what their end 
or latter part would be. The former part of their 
time had been a time of much kindnefs (hewn ta 
them from God» and bafe ingratitude to God in them* 
No'w he refolTes to withdraw his favours, let them 
alone, and fee what they will make of the latter part» 
and proceed with them accordingly. 

2. The reafons juftifying this reibltttion* 

(i.) They were z froward generations very fro* 
w^ard, a generation of perrerfenefles ; whatever way 
God would draw them, they would ftiU turn the 
contrary, and would not be managed* 

(2.) They wete a faithlefs generation; though- 
children, and fons, by ah external federal adoption, 
there was no truftinefs in them \ they would fay and 
unfay, no ties would bind them ^ they were falfe and, 
fickle, and ftill played faft and loofe The firfl rea^ 
fon feems fpecially to relate to the firft part of the 
refolution \ and the fecond to the fecond part of iu 

We may take up the fubftance of thele words inf 
four points of do<^rine. 

DocT. I. It may be thejuft charadfer of a genera* 
Hon of the churchy that they are a very frovjard ge* 
neration. 

DocT. II. y^ holy God will hide his face from afrO' 
ward generation, 

DocT. HI. Cod, hiding his face from a froward 
generation, waits to fee what iffue they, will bring it 
to, that he may take courfe with them accordingly. 

DocT. IV, What provokes God to deal thus with 
a generation^ is their being children in whom is no 
faith, men prof effing the true religum, and yet fo falfe 
as that they are not to be trufled. 

I (hall endeavour to explain and apply each of thefe 
do&rines in ord^r. 

DocT. Jm 
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DocT. I. It may be thejujl charaEfer of a gtnerm^ I 
tion of the churchy that they are a very fnytuard gene • ^ 
ration. This is the juft character, 
. I. Of Si generation deaf to the calls of the word, 
not to be wrought upon by the offers of the gofpel, 
nor the terrors of the law, Matth. xi. 17. God calls 
finners to turn from their fin, holding out the arms 
of bis mercy to embrace them v ftretchii»g out the iia* 
mtng fword of his juftice to fright them ; the one ia 
the gofpel-promifes, the other in the law-threaten- 
ings. But they go on frowardly. 

2* An incorrigible generation, whom the kindnefs^ 
of God in his providence to them will not draw to 
repentance, and who go on wilfully in their finful 
courfes over the belly of corre£tion, and the rebukes 
of providence they meet with, Rom. ii. 4. Defpifefi, 
thou the riches of his goodnejs^ and forbearance^ and 
hng'fuffering^ not knowing that the goodnefa of God 
leadeth thee to repentance? Jer. v. 3. Thou hafi 
Jlricken thenty but they have net grieved; thou hajt 
confumed thenty but they have refufed to receive correc* 
tion : they have made their faces harder than a rockj 
they have refvfed to return. In the one, finners de- 
fpife his favour; in the other, they defy his fend. 
Let him fay and do what he will to them, they will 
have their iwingj coft what it will, Jer. ii. 25* I have^ 
loved ft ranger Sy and after them will I go. 

J. A generation impatient of check and control, 
Hof. iv. 4. Let no man ftrive^ nor reprove another i 
for thy people are as they that ft rive with the priefl. 
They fcom to be hedged in within the bounds fet 
them by the law of God :. the more they are ftriven 
»gainil, the more do their lufts rage, the more are 
their corruptions irritated. I o offer to dam them 
up, is to provoke them in effect to go from evil to 
worfe : their wickednefs comes down like an over* 
flowing flood. 

4. A generation turning its edge againft truth and 
holincfs \ being fet not only to take^heir will in their 

own 
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awn covLiksy but to run down religion, and what has 
the ftamp of divine approbation on it, Luke xu 5Z. 
Wo unto youy lawyers : for. ye have taken av/ay the key 
of knowledge. : ye entered not in your/elvety and them 
that were entering in^ ye hindered. Not only they 
will not' be managed themfelTes by the divine cpun- 
fel, but they wage war againit truth and ferioufnefs, 
that they may get them driven out from the genera?^ 
tion. ^ 

Use* And is not this the jufl chara£ker of the pre- 
fect generatien ? How fruitlefs ia the preaching of 
the gofpel among us? how little valued are the ter- 
rors of the law ? The kind caftst)f providence in (ig-. 
nal deliverances, the awful rebukes of providence which 
the land and particular peifons have fmarted under, 
are both neglected. The generation in church and 
flare, in congregations and families, are pad driving 
with in hopes of any amendment, HoC iv. ^. foreci- . 
ted. ' Secret fighing and mourning over ths cafe be-- 
fore the Lord, is the great thing that is left for Zion's 
mourners, Jer. xiii. 17. But if ye will not hear it ^ my 
foul Jball weep in fecret places for your pride^ and 
mine eyes fball ixieep fore y and run down with tears • 
And truth and holinefs is run down wkh error and 
profanenefs* The precious truths of the gofpel are 
reproached and defpifed; and while there is an inun*. 
dation of immorality in practice, there is a bringing 
in a ChrifUefs morality in do6irine, inflead of the 
glorious gofpel of the grace of God. What is to be 
9xpe£bed of thefe things ? Why, 

DocT. IL /4 holy God will hide his face from a from 
ward generation. This fpeaks two things. 

1 . God's difpleafure with fuch a generation, If. 
Ivii. 17. For the iniquity of his covetoufnefs was I 
wrothf andjmote him: Ihidm^y andwas wroth^ and 
he went onfrowardly in the way of his heart* . How-, 
ever they may be pleafed with themfelves and their, 
own condition, God is highly difpleafed with theiyi ;• 
i " . ani- 
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•nd they will find it to tbeir coft at long-run. A fro* 
ward generation is a generation oi God's wrath. Men 
may put fair colours on their apoftafy, to hnng them- 
felves and others into a liking of their courfcs; but 
God will not be mocked. 

2. God's diidain and loathing of fucb a generation^ 
I>ent. xxxii. » p. zo. And xuhen the L^rd frw iiy hi 
ohhgrred thitnj bicaufe €f the provoking of bis fms^ 
Mnd of his daughters. And he faid^ I wiU hide my 
facefrtan fhem^ I wiSjee tuhat their eadJbaUJ^: for 
they are a very f reward generations children in 'whom 
is no faith. Sinners pride tfaemfelves in their abomi« 
nations, as if they would cope with heaven ; but God 
difdains them as contenftptible wretches, whom he 
can in a moment crufh in pieces* They pkafe them* 
felves wallowing in the mire of their courfe of apofta« 
fy ; but God loaths them as abominable in his eyes. 
^ And it imports two dnngs* 

I. His withdrawing the former tokens of his fit* 
vour from them ; the light of his countenance that 
ibmetimes (hined,. goes downon them 4 and the hea** 
vens lour on them, however earth may fiiiile, Jen 
XV. 9. She thai hath bornfeven^ iangtsi/betb : Jbe hath 
given up the ghqfij her Jun is gone down while it 
was yet day.. Heaven's &vouf and fmiles put a 
crown on the head of a generation \ but a &oward 
generation^ ungrateful for them, provokes God to 
put a ftop to the courfe of them. 

7. His turning his back on them, departing, and 
forfaking them. A fro ward generation firft turns 
their back on God, neglefting to walk in his ways, 
Jer* ii. ?y« They have turned their hack unto me^ and 
not their face s and then. God pays them home in 
their own coin, turning bis back on them, Jer. xviii. 
17. Iwilljbeiv them the b^cky and not the face ^ in the 
day of their coLmiity^. So that they have not the accefs 
to him which they fometimes had j nor does he iq>pear 
for them, as fometimes he did. 

Use. Is not this the very cafe we are in at this. 

day. 
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4979, vitb refy^ to heaYeti ? God has hid hid face 
hooi. the generation. He is eyidently difpleafed with 
us» and loaths us. Where are the former tokens of 
his favour and preience among us ? Look to ordi->. 
Bailees^ and our dead aad lifeleis ailemblies ^ look to 
the ieveral corners of the land, and the name of the 
whole may be Ichabody for the glory is departeds I^ 
has been tbefe many years a-departing, and. grows air- 
ways lefs and lefsy depai* tiag laither and farther. And 
this brings me to, 

DocT>. HI. Gpdf biding his face frwt a fr award 
getMratiOHj waits t^ fee what iffue they will bring it 
tOy that he may take cmirfe with them accordingly* I 
will fee what their end will be. 

This is a very heavy word, and implies three 
things.. 

I. God will give them head* They are froward, 
and will not.be managed by him ; he will not ftrive 
with them as he has done, but he will give them head 
to take their courfe, and folljow their mark, as he 
did widi Ifrael ofold^ Pial. Ixxxi. 1 1. 12* My people 
wotUd not Jxearkem to my, voice •• and Ifrael would none 
rf me. So I gave- themi up unto their own hearts lufi t 
and they walked in their own cimnfels. The farther 
iinners go in apoftafy from God,, they find their way 
the plainer, and Jiot fo many rubs in it as they met 
with at the firft. 

1^ He will narrowly mark every ftcp which they 
take, when they have gotten their will, though he 
do not prefenxly tell them of it, nor ftrive with them 
to hold them in, Amos viii. 7. The Lord hathfworn 
by the excellency of Jacobs Surely J will never forget 
any of their works. 1 hey could not endure his be* 
ing a monitor, and a. reprover to them : he will let 
it alone, and be only a fpe£lator, but not an idle 
fpedatpr, but one that will lay up every article in 
order to count and reckoning in due time, Deut. 
jULidi. 34. 35. Ii net this laidup injiorewilh me^ and 
^ feaJed 
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fealed up among my treafares ? To me behngeth vftt" 
geoficcj and recompenfe^ their foot Jball JlicU' in due 
time : fbr the day o/ their calamity is at handy and 
the things that Jhail come upon them make ha^e. 

3. Ihey will bring the matter at that rate to a mi- 
ferable i^ue. If. Ivii. 17, forecited. They will go 
from evil to woffe, A nd fo they did, till they cruci- 
fied the Lord of glory, pcrfecuted his followers, and 
turned downright blaiphemers, and God rejected 
them and cut them off, Deut. xxxii. 21. X^^^ ^^^' 
moved me to jealoufy with that which is not Gody they 
have provoked me to anger with their vanities: 
Mnd I will move them to jealoufy with tlmfe which are 
not apeopUy I will provoke them f* anger with a fool' 
ifb nation. Thus finners, haying provoked God to 
give them head, go on to fucfa a pitch of apoftafy and 
wickednefs, as will juftify before all the moft fevere 
proceedings againft them. 

Use. AJas ! this feems to be too like to be the 
cafe of this church and land at this day, and of 
many particular perfons in it« In former generations 
the Lord held his church (hort by the head^ and-be- 
caufe they could never hold right long, they got no 
long reft ordinarily, but were thrown iftto the fur- 
nace to purge them* But now the reft which this 
generation has got, is near on the borders, of forty 
years J and we. have been long going wrong, and 
ftill our peace is preferved ; and always the longer 
the farther, and the cafe the more hopelefs* So it 
looks as if God, having given the generation head, 
were even feeing wha^ iffue they will bring it to : 
i\nd if it be fo, God pity them that will live to fee 
the ehd of it; for' it will be dreadful firft in the pitch 
that the apoftafy will be brought to, and the. judge- 
ment which will follow it. And fp will it be in the 
cafe of particular perfons. 

DocT.lV. What provokes Cod to deal thus with 
« generaticny is their being children in whom is n$ 

faitM 
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faith^ men prqfeffing the true religion^ and yetfofalfe 
as that they are not to be tr lifted. This we may. 
take up in chefc two things. 

1. ^rhcir being men who cannot be bound to their 
duty by the moft folemn and facrcd engagements, 
but fay, Let us break their bands afunder^ and cajl 
avmy their cords from uSy Pfal. ii. 3. 

2. Perfons who, in their profefEons of duty which 
they make, lie to God and ooan, will fay well at a 
time, but in praftice do not mind nor regard what 
theyfofaid; Jer. ii. 20. Thoufaidjly I will not tranf- 
grefs : ivhen upon every high hill^ and under every 
green tree thou nvanderejly flaying the harlot. 

Use. Now whether God is feeing what our end 
will be, fure this is the cafe of this^genwation, chil- 
dren in whom is no faith. Our folemn nationakco- 
veirants with God, the confcience of them is gene- 
rally worn out at this day, and the facred ties of thent 
are felt by very few, the fenfe of them being deadened 
by contrary pra£lices, laws, and oaths. Sacramen- 
tal engagements to duty in our baptifm and at the 
Lord's table, are too weak to bind moft of thofe that 
have taken them on to a tolerable Chriftian walk; 
but they carry as if they had been engaged to ferve 
^he devil, the world, and the flefh» And with ma- 
ny marriage is but a jefl, and their marriage-vows 
are to them but as ropes of fand, whence theftf lands 
are filled with vile adulteries. Men profefs to know 
God, but in works they deny him. There is no 
truth .left among men, and common honefty is turn- 
ed rare. There is no trufting of mens words or prote- 
ftation,«, and hardly their oaths. The mafter cannot 
truft the fervant; nor can one neighbodr truft ano- 
ther ; for it is rare to find a perfon, that will not 
facrifice truth and faithfulnefs to their own interelh 
So that the charafter of the generation may ie, Chil- 
dren in whom there is nofaith. And what will the 
end of thcfe things be ? 

t G The 
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Preached at Er trick, on a coagregatioaal Faft^ 

(lay, February 26. 1729. 

EzEKiEL xii. 23. 

Saf'wao them^ The days are at hand, and the efeil 

rf every vijlon* 

THIS is a meflage from God, and a heavy one^ 
to die Jews, who being often threatened, and 
yet fparcd from time to time, were like to turn 
miidels to all Heaven's threatenings, and to make a 
jeft of them. It confifb of two parts. 

I. They were to be aflured, that now at length 
the days of threatened wrath were at hand. The 
days are at hand^ Heb. have cwse near* Of thefe 
days four things are to be obferved. (1.) They 
vrcre days of wrath, wherein they were to get fuch 
a ftroke as they had never got fince they fettled in 
Canaan, .t?/z. the deftru£bion of Jerufalem, and the 
laying the land defolate of them by Nebuchadnez- 
zar. Of thefe days they had long been forewarnedi 
particularly by Jeremiah and Ezekiel. (2.) They 
had been long put off, from the time that the Lord 
began to threaten them \ fo long that it was turned 
to a proverb, a profane jeft, 'the days are prolonged^ 
vcr. 2?. Heb. 'will he long a- coming. There is no 
app»rance of them, for all that the angry prophets 

arc 
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are always faying, and all the noifc they have made 
about them : if they come at all, and. do not blair 
by, they are not like to come in our time. (3.) Though 
they were flow in their motion, they were neither 
flack nor fleeping ^ they have come near, they hav« 
been ftill advancing. (4.) Their prefent fituationi 
they were now near at hand. If ye aik, how near they 
were then ? They were within three years of their 
beginning, £zek. viii. i. with 2 Kings xxv. 1. And 
that the Lord would have them to reckon near. 

2. They were to be aflured, that in thefe days all 
fhould come on together ; And the effeSl of every vifion. 
It imports two things, (i.) That every vlfion fhould 
have an effeft. The prophets had got feveral viiions 
of wrath on Jerufalem, of war, famine, fword, and 
captivity, whicb they had revealed to the, peddle. 
But they were fo long delayed as to accompliihrnent^ 
that they began to fay, Every vijion faileth^ ver. 22. 
Now afiure them, faith God, they {hall every one 
have their accomplifliment, and not one of them mif^ 
carry. (2.) That every vifion (hould have an efFe£l 
in thefe daysj and fo all thefe m^iferies fhpuM come 
on together : The effeB of every v^fion is as at hand. 

The fubilance of thefe words may be gathered up 
in the following do£trine. 

DocT. Days of threatened 'wrath long delayed come 
near to breaking out at lengthy on an impenitent people ; 
and when they do break out^ they are very fore^ all 
coming on together* 

For the fir ft part of this doSrinc, I fhall, 

I. Shew why days of threatened wrath are long de- 
layed. 

II. Confidcr thefe days of threatened wrath co- 
ming near at length fo breaking out on an impeni' 
tent people. 

UL Apply* 
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I. I (hall (hew why days of threatened vrath are 
long delayed* 

1 . Becaufe the Lord will give finners fpace to re- 
pent, 2 Pet. iii. 9. The Lord is nBt Jlack concerning 
his promifiy as fome men count Jlacknefs ; hut is long* 
Jujjering to uS'wardy not luilling that any Jhquld fe^ 
r'ljby *but that all Jhould come to repentance. The 
barren fig-tree, after the order to cut it down, gets 
another year's digging and dunging, Luke xiii. 8. 9. 
Who kpows what a little fpace may do to ibme, and 
what brands may be plucked out of the fire, while, 
the Lord delays to ftrike ? The axe lay at the root of 
the tree of the Jewifh church, from the death ofChrift» 
forty years, ere it was cut down: and in that time 
many were converted, that would hare been cut ofV 
in^heir fin, had it come fooner. It has been about 
us long fince the revolution, and many have been 
brought to Chrift during that periods 

2. Some fuch as will never be bcitcEed, are (pared 
for the fake of eleft ones in their loins. The genera- 
tion that came out of Egypt were a generation of 
\?fath; but God made not a full end of them, till 
there was a generation come of them that might pof- 
fefs the promifed land. So the wrath may be delayed 
for the fake of a generation yet unborn, as a woman 
with child is reprieved on account of the. fruit of her 
womb, Matth. xxiv. 22. 

3* Becaufe the Lord may have fome of his own to 
take out of harm's way before the ftroke comes. If. 
Ivii. I . The righteous perijhethy and no man layeth it 
to heart ; and merciful men are taken awayy none con* 
fidering that the righteous is taken away from the evil 
4o come^ The angel that came to deftroy Sodom, 
could do nothing till Lot was in Zoar, Gen. xix« 22. 
Good Jofiah behoved to be out of the way before the 
Babylonilh captivity 5 and Methufelah before the de- 

4. The Lord even grants fomething to the prayers 
of iiis people ia^tbis cafe, Luke xiii. 8. 9. in the cafe 

of 
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efthe barren fig-tree. Defolating flrokes ufe not to 
come 00) till there is a reftraint of the Spirit of prayer^ 
with the Lord's people, for averting the ftroke. 

5. Laftly, For the Lord's name*s fake, If« xlviii. 9, 
For my name* s fake will I defer mine anger ^ and for 
my praife will I refrain for thee, that I cut thee not 
cff» He will have his proceeding againft a finful ge» 
neration clear and unexceptionable t and the delay 
proclaims God*s patience and long-fuiFering, and 
leaves them inexcufablc. The longer k is a-coming, 
God's patience appears the more» 

IL We will confider thefe days of threatened wrath 
coming near at length to breaking out on an impeni- 
tent people. This implies, 

I. That wrath delayed rs not therefore laid aCde; 
A generation continuing impenitent^ keeps in the 
fire of wrath, that it goes not out, howbeit it is for a 
while kept back from confuming them. Sins national 
and perfonal are a debt that will not die out through 
time. Wrath hangs itill in the threatening, as in a cloud 
that will break at length, if repentance prevent not. 

2.. Even while it is deferred, it is making fpeed 
forward, 2 Pet. ii. 3. Their jutigement now cf a long 
time lingcretff noty and their damnation flumbertth hot% 
l^hc Lord fees impenitent finnersday coming-, though 
they will not fee it, Pfal. xxxvii. 13. There is a time 
fet for it as the due time, and no time is loft, what- 
ever are the delays, but it makes harfte, Deut. xxxii^. 
35. Their foot fhall flide in due time ; for the day of 
their calamity is at hand, and the things thatfhalf. 
eome it} on them make hdfte. 

3. The longer they are delayed, they are the near- 
er hand ; fo that when the impenitent generation has 
nioft loft fight of them, they are hard at their heels, 
I Their. V. 3. Far when they fbnll fay ^ Ptace andfafe- 
ty ; then fudden deft rut] ion coinetb upon thsm^ as tra- 
vail upon a woman with child i and they Jball not e* 
fcape. So in the text, The days arc at hand^ and th^ 

' G 3 ^ea 
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effeEl of ivery vifion. For finners turn fecure upos 
the delay \ but in the mean time the k)nger they haye 
been borne with^ they have the lels reafonto be fe- 
cure. For, 

jjiy Such a cafe is a very defperate cafe, God'i 
forbearance leading men to a fecure contempt of him, 
inflead of repentance, Rom. ii. 3. 4. Defperate is 
the cafe when the remedy ufed fervcs but to increafs 
the difeafe. That calls for cutting off. 
, 2dlyj Abufed patience turns always to fury at 
length, Ezek. xxiv. 13. In thy filthinefs is kwdne/s t 
becaufe I have purged thee^ and thou v)aft not purged^ 
thou (halt not be> purged from thy Jilt hinefs any more^ 
till J have caufed my fury to rejl upon thee, ft is dan- 
gerous to play with the patience of God ; for fury 
will take its turn when men are not aware, and pa- 
tience muft end fooner or later with them« 

Lajlly^ It is neceflary for the honour of God. The 
world would turn downright Atheifts, if God did not 
fome time baffle their vain hopes of impunity, and 
Ihew that he has not forgot their mifdemeanors, PfaL 
1.21. Thofe things haft thou done^ and 1 kept filence : 
ihou thought eft that I was altogether fuch a one as 
ihyfelf I hut I ivill^reprove theey andfet them in order 
before thine eyes, Pfal. Iviii. ult. Verily there is a re* 
ward for the righteous : verily he is a God that judgeth 
in the earth. 

Use. As we have been long threatened with ^ays 
of wrath that are ftill delayed, while in the mean time 
the generation i§ going on inipenitently in their courfe, 
we have ground to reckon that theie days are come 
near at length to breaking out on us. Tkere are four 
things that deferve our ferious confideration here. 

I. That it is long fince there was a flaming contro- 
verfy with this land laid, which in the ordinary me- 
thod of providence cannot mifs to be purfued with 
fignal judgements. That was in the days of our fa- 
thers, when folemn national covenants for reforma- 
tion 
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eion being entered intO) with uplifted hands unto 
Gody and reformation was accordingly advanced to a 
▼ery confiderable degree ; they began at firft to be 
fialfe and fickle in God's covenant, and at length all 
of a fudden, as if ftruck with a frenzy from hell» 
they openly and avowedly broke and burnt their co- 
venant witn God| pulled down and razed their re- 
formationi and for about twenty-eight years raged in 
opprei&oni perfecution, * blood, and death againft 
thofe who adhered thereto, and would not join them 
in their apoftafy. Refle£iing on this we may fay. 
Shall not the herd vifit for thefe things f Jball not hit 
foul he avenged on fuch a nation as this ? Jer. ix. 9. 
That c6ntrov«rfy has fwept away the lace of the name 
of our kings that did it, off the throne ; it has turned 
our parliament that joined them with their authority, 
out of their houfe and honour, fo that we have no 
more a Scots parliament either to do good or evil ; and 
it is to be feared, it will {oak our land and people in 
blood next in their turn. 

2. I can lay from perfonal knowledge, that, for 
more than forty years, the Lord has put it in the 
hearts and mouths of his minifler^, that that con- 
troverfy would be vifited on this land with fearful 
ftrokes. And for all that is yet come and gone, the 
eiFeft of thefe vifions feems not to be come yet. I 
own that what I heard many years ago of this nature,' 
when minifters had more of the Spirit with them than^ 
now, being brought out of a hot furnace of trial, has 
weight with me. 

3. Often during that time, efpecially within thefe 
twenty years, has the black cloud hovering over the 
head of this land, been at the point of breaking, and 
(howering down upon us ; and yet has been either 

2uite difpelled without any fcathe at all, or only with 
)me drops falling, as in the cafe of the rebellion in 
17^5* l^y ^U which God has teftified that he did 
not forget the controv'erfy, though time after time 
he has delayed the thorough pleading of it. 

4* And 
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. 4. And now we have feveral {hrewdfymptoms that 
the days are near to break out upon us, to avenge the 
quarrel of his covenant, upon a geners^tion that have 
entered themfelves heirs to the iniquity of their fa- 
thers by a courfe of continued apoftaiy. 

It is childiih and unfcriptural to fay, that thofe who 
' entered into and fo avowedly broke that covenant, are 
moftly away now : what way can the controverfy af- 
fect us ? For no generation can go back from purity 
and reformation attained by their fathers, but upon 
their peril ; and fo far as they infift in the fteps of 
their backfliding fathers, they juftify them in. their 
backflidings, and fo enter themfelves heiis to their 
fin, and confcquently to their judgements. The co^ 
Tenant made with the Gibconites in Jofliua's tliney. 
was binding in the days of Saul, and the ilaughter 
made of them in the days of Saul contrary to that co- 
venant, the land fuiFered for it many years after that 
in the latter end of David's reign, zSam^xxi. The 
blood of Abel came on the generation that crucified 
Chriftj Matth. xxiii. 35. ; and to the Jews in Jere- 
miah's days the Lord faith, They are turned hack to the 
iniquities of their forefathers y "which refufed to hear 
my words ; and they went after other gods io ferve 
them : the houfe of Ifrael ^nd the houfe of Judah have: 
broken my covenant which I made with their fathers^ 
Jer. xi. IQ. 

Sympt* I . From fearful lengths of apoflafy in prac- 
tice, the very principles of religion have got a root- 
ftroke in our day. Profanenefs and immoralities have 
hifgely increafed to the filling of the land with oppref- 
fion and fraud, fo that common honefty is rare to be 
met with ; with luxury, fenfuality, fwearing, perju- 
ries, till the fenfe of oaths is like to Avear out ; with 
fornications, whoredoms, and adulteries, fo that I 
doubt if marriage was ever fo contemptuoufly treated 
in this land ; with contempt of religion and ferioufncfs, 
fo that it is become fafhionable to defpife it* Refor- 
mation is out of fight, head, and heart, and many a 

wound 
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wound that work has got in our day : and it has pro- 
ceeded to a caiiing off the covenants for it in prin- 
ciple, and a cafting dirt on the fates of our zealous 
forefathers, as unenlightened in the matter. Yea and 
the root of Chriftianity has been ftruck at, by calling 
in queftion the necefiary exigence and independency 
of Chrift the gfeat God our Saviour. It is true, our 
church has teftified her difpleafure with the men that 
have given thefe bold ftrokes : but they ceafe not 
for all that to be fad fymptoms of wrath. So it was . 
■with the Jewifti church before their deftruflion. 

Sympt> 2. In the mean time the pillars of th^ land 
fail. Many mourners in Zion and wreillers are taken 
away by death. The generation of profeffors is ex- 
ceeding naughty, their converfation generally ftum- 
bling and offenfive, fitteS to expofe religion to the 
contempt of others, and to fright them at it, turn- 
ing religion into mere (hew and talk, without any 
tolerable regard to the duties of morality ; fo that we 
may fay, that I had wings like a dove, far then 
ivouid 1 fiee away^ and be at reji ; and, Ohy that 
my head 'mere ivatersy and mine eyes a fountain of 
tears y that I might weep day and night for the flain 
cf the daughter of my people I And finally, there is 
a decay and damp on the fpirits of the truly- godly, 
that they are fighing and going backward, in worfc 
cafe at this day to meet with trials than feveral years 
ago. / 

Sympt, ult. We are far on in the time of the delay, 
and the controverfy is ilill ftanding and incieafing. 
Therefore we may conclude, that the days are near^ 
und the effect of every vifion^ 

The laft branch of the do£i:rine is, When threaten- 
ed wrath long delayed does break out^ the days of it are 
readily very fore ^ all coming on together* For, 

I. The grounds of the contioverfy are always in- 
creafmg with an impenitent people (pared. As the 
ihow-ball the farther it is rolled, and the water the 

farther. 
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farther it runs, is the bigger; fo when all comes to 
be laid together, it makes fwelling accounts. 

2. As tin increafes wrath increafes, Rom. ti. So 
the longer judgement is a-coming, it is the forer 
when It comes. When God enters on the plea, he 
purfues for both principal and intereft together. Hence, 

3. The ftroke in that cafe is fudden, fore, and of 
▼arious kinds. Like a water long dammed up, break- 
ing out at length, it comes down fuddenly, and over- 
flows all its banks. 

Repent therefore, and betake yourfelves to Jefiis 
Cbriff, if fo be ye may be hid in the day of the Lord's 
anger. Sinners day will come at length, and a fad 
reckoning they will have. 

But come what will come, let not the godly de- 
fend. In the foreft days,*i/ Jbali be well with the 
righteous. See a flrange word, Luk^ xli. 25. 28. 
j^nd there Jhall be figns in the fun ^ and in the moon, 
Mndin thejlars : and^upon the earth diftrefs of nations, 
with perplexity^ the fea and the waves roarings 8cc. And 
when thefe things begin to come to pafs% then look up, 
and lift up your heads ; for your redemption dnntitl^ 
nigh. What though there arife a ftrong wind, rend- 
ing the mountains, and breaking the rocks in pieces,- 
and after that an earthquake, and after that a fire ; 
the Lord may be coming after all in a ftill fmall voice, 
as he did in Elijah's time, i Kings xix. 11. The 
Lord may bring on the heavieft judgements on our 
land, nay even make it nearly defolate, yet out of 
the ruins of the whole, he may rear up a (lately build- 
ing to himfelf, and give to fuch as ihaU furvive the 
JefoUting ftroke to fee glorious days. 



A Caveat againft feeking great Things 

in an evil Day. 



SERMON 

Preached at Ettrick, on a Faft-day appointed by 
the Synod of Merfe and Teviotdale, April 24. 

1729- 

Jeremfah xlv. 5^ 

Ani feekefi thou great things for thy/elf? feek them 
not ; for beholdy I will bring evil upon all fle/h^ 
faith the Lord: iut thy life will I give unto thee for 
a prey in all places whither thou goefi* 

PRoyidence is vifibly frowning on the land at thit 
d^y, and on the country, infomuch that few or 
none of us all have miffed of thefe frowns, one w^y 
or other. Our great duty is to fuit our fpirits to the 
difpenfations of the day. And the voice of God to 
each of us feems to be that in the text, And feekeft thou 
great things for thyfelf? &c. O that we were as furc 
of the wdl*grounded application of the latter part, 
as we are of the former. 

This is a part of God's meffage to Baruch, a well- 
inclined pious young man, fetting out in the world. 
He was Jeremiah's icribe, and read the roll, chap, 
xxxvi. Thereupon an order is iifued out to appre- 
hend him, and he is forced to abfcond. He is dif- 
couraged with that, and very uneafy, one trouble co- 
ming on hin> on the neck of another, chap, xliii. 5. 
inftead of the great things he had in view. In the 
words we havci 
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i* A check to him for the fret he was iUf upon 
what he had met with. And therein, 

(i.) He is rebuked for his golden dreams of world- 
ly eafe and comfort, the entertaining of which had 
made him fo uneafy on his difappointment ; Andfeek- 
ejl thou great things for thyfelf? He is not rebuked 
for feeking (imply: a time of trial (hould be a time 
of requefts, a praying time ; but then we fhould be 
fure to feek aright. He was feeking great things for 
himfelf ; not the great things of another world, that 
is never unfeafonable ; but the great things- of this 
world, worldly eafe, reft, and profperity : and had 
he fought thefe with due fubmiffion to the will of 
God, it had not been ill taken; but he fought them 
inordinately, being on the fiet on the difappointment. 
And therefore he is rebuked here, as for a thing un- 
feafonable, fhameful, and unreafonable. 

(2.) He is peremptorily ordered to humble and 
quiet himfelf, and fuit his fpirit to the difpenfjition 
of the day ; Seek them net : Lay your neck under 
the yoke ; be as a weaned child ; and be mainly con- 
cerned how you may be carried through in the day of 
the Lord*s anger. 

2. The reafon of this check given him. Wherein, 

(r.) An univerfal calamity coming on the land, is 
laid before him : Behoid me bringing evil on allflejby Heb. 
A general ftroke is on its 'W'^Vj when all will be in 
the iitmoft confufion, by the Babylonians. Is it time 
for you to be painting your own cabin, when the 
whole (hip is finking? to be dreaming of eafe, when 
the Lord is rifen up to break down, and pluck up the 
whole land ? 

(e.) The moft that was to be expefted in fuch a 
day, viz, to efcape with the life, and that the Lord 
afTures him of, his life for a prey in all places whither 
he went. He intimates, that, ere all was done, he 
fhould be well content to quit the great things, fo 
that he could efcape with the life. He Ihould have a 
toiTed life of it, going from place to place; but God 

would 
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would prote£t him, when many bulls Ihould lie on 
the green. ^ 

The fubftancc of the words may be fummed up in 
the two following do£trines. 

DocT. I. The appearance of GocPs bringing ajlroke 
on ail, Jbould bring off nten from feeking great things 
in a Ivor Id for themf elves , and move them to fait their 
fpirits to the difpenfations of the day, 

DocT. II. It fhould move men^ under fuch an ap" 
pearance, that a time may come, that they fhall think 
they vjin well away that win away with their life. 

I fliall explain each do£trIne in its order. 

DocT. L iTje appearance of God^s bringing a flroke 
9n ally fhould bring off men from feeking great things 
in a world for themf elves, and move them tofuit their 
fpirits to the difpenfations of the day. 
\ In difcourfing this fubjeft, I fhall fliew, 
I I. What appearance there is of a general ftroke co- 
i mlng on all at this day. 

n. How we under that appearance fliould fuit our 
fpirits to the difpenfations of the day, not feeking 
I great things, 

III. Wherefore fuch an appearance fliould bring us 
off from feeking great things for ourfelves. 

I. I fliall fliew what appearance there is of a gene- 
ral fl:roke coming on all at this day. 

I I. Univerfal corruption of life and manners, as 
was the cafe in the antediluvian world, Gen. vi. 1 2. 
1 3 • God looked upon the earth, and beMd, it was cor^ 

, rnp't : for all flefb had corrupted his way upon the 
earth. And Godfaid unto Noahy The end of all flefb 
is come before me ; for the earth is filled with violence 
through them : and behold, I will dejiroy them with the 
earth. A, deluge of fin i§ a prefage of a deluge of 
wrath. The former is let in upon us, and no won- 
der the latter follow. Profanenefs overflow^ all its 

t H , banks. 
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banks. There is'a growing untendernefs among all 
ranks in church and ftate. Our very gold is become 
dim ; religion is turned with many into mere form 
and Ihew, and many have quite loft the very form 
which they had. 

2- The notable ftand which the fuccefs of the go- 
fpel is now at, Luke xiii. 7. It is near about forty 
years we have in peace been drinking in the rain of 
the gofpelj but where is the fruit now? Heb. vi. 7. 
8. for the earth which drinketh in the rain that comet h 
eft upon itf and bringeth forth herbs meet for them by 
whom it is drejfed^ receiveth blejfing from God:- but 
that which beareth therm and briers^ is rejeEledy and 
is nigh unto curftng ; whofe end is to be burned. This 
church is like land now fo long laboured) that it is 
worn out. Look to our temple, and we may fee a 
departing glory, a fad prefage 5 Ezek. ix. 3. 4. And 
the glory of the Godof Ifrael was gone up from the che^ 
rub whereupon hfi wasy to the threfhold of the houfe^ and 
he called to the man clothed with linen^ which had the 
writer's inkhorn by his fide ; and the Lordfaid unto 
himj Go through the mid/i of the city^ through the midjl 
ef Jerufalem^ andfet a mark upon the foreheads of the 
men that figh^ and that cry for all the abominations 
that be done in the midji thereof The "White horfe of 
the gofpel defpifed, is followed with the red and pale 
horfe \ and contempt of the marriage-feaft with deftroy- 
'iiig armies. Confider that alarming paflage, If. vi. 9. 10. 
11. Go and tell this people^ Hear ye indeed^ but under- 
ftand not ; and fee ye indeed, but perceive not. Make 
the heart of this people fat ^ and make their ears hea- 
vy y andfhut their eyes : left they fee with their eyes% 
and hear with their ears, and underfiand with their 
hearty and convert ^ and be healed. Then f aid h Lord, 
how long? And he anfwered. Until the cities be wafled 
without inhabitant^ ajid the houfes without man, and 
the land be utterly defolate. 

3. Incorrigiblenefs under former ftrokes, partly 
ihreatened and partly inflifted, as in- Amos iv. Se^ 

ver. 
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rer. 12. Therefore ihus will I do unto thee^ IfraeU 
and hecaufe I will do this unto thee^ prepare to meet 
thy Cody O IJracL O liow often has the Lord been 
threatening this generation, thefe bygone years, with 
defolating ilrokes ; yet has mercifully prevented, or 
carried them ofF without coming to an extremity! 
But flill as the new deliverance came, the generation 
has grown a degree worfe, till it has arrived now at 
a height. 

4- Few mourners in Zion left among us. Many of 
them Jtre now removed by death, whofe room is not 
filled up; If. Ivii. i. Such as remain, there is a 
damp on their fpirits. The mouths of a praying rem- 
nant for a finking land are much clofed, and their 
prayers returned into their bofom, as for a generation 
of wrath. 

5. The ftriking at the root of Chriflianity, by the 
atheifm. and infidelity of the generation. That bitter 
root began to fpring forth fhortly after the revolution : 
but the magiftrate efFedlually interpofing, and* ma- 
king one an example to the red, it was curbed. But 
now it has fpread broad and wide, and the proper di- 
vinity of the Son of God is attacked through the three 
nations by many. And the hands of the general af- 
fcmbly of this church have been filled with matter of 
that fort. It was the oppofition to the Son of God 
that ruined the Jewifh nation, and it is like to be thq- 
drop in the cup of Britain and Ireland, that will make 
it run over. 

6. Laftly, The lefler ftrokes going through the 
whole land at this day, as figns of greater to cQme* 
Trade is decayed through the whole land, in the 
mean time a dearth of viftual, an unufual ftroke up- 
on the flocks, great ficknefs, and frequent deaths in 
every corner, and a threatening ^eafon, whereby the 
earth is made as iron already. Thefe things look 
like warnings of worfe to come. 

II. I fliaH fliew how we under that appearance^ 

H % thould 
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fliould fuit our fpirits to the difpenfations of the day^ 
not feeking great things. 

1. Awake out of your golden dreams of worldly 
cafe, and lay your account with trihulation and trial, 
If. xxxii. 9. 10. Rife upj ye women that are at eafe^ 
hear my voice ^ ye carelefs daughters y give ear unto 
rnyfpeech. Many days and years Jball ye be t rouble dy 
ye carelefs women : for the vintage fball faily the ga- 
thering fball not come. There is a difpofition in all to 
dote this way, and build caftles in the air that wiil 
never be inhabited. It is fo with carnal men, who 
are often fingijig of peace, when dcftrudlion is at the 
door ; as was the cafe with the rich man in the gofpel, 
Luke xii. 19. 20. I willfaytomyfouly Souly thou hajl 
much goods laid up for many years ; take thine eafe^ 
eaty drink and be merry. But Cod fold unto hiniy 
Thoufooly this night thy foul fball be required of thee : 
then whofe fball thofe things be which thou haft provi- 
ded ? . And even good men are apt to fall into fuch 
doting; Job xxix. 18. Then I faidy I fball die in my 
nefly and I fball multiply my days as the f and. And 
it is evident from the cafe of the difciples on the 
mount of transfiguration, \vho faid, Lordy it is good 
for us to be hercy Matth. xvii. 4. What was their fate? 

Peter was crucified, James was flain, Johri was ba- 
iiiflied into a defolate ifland, though he afterwards 
died in peace. If ye mind for heaven, at all times 
ye fhall meet with tribulation, John xvi. ult. Though 
ye hold the broad way, it is like in this time ye will 
meet with tribulation. 

2. Set not your hearts upon the world's wealth, 
the filver and gold, the corn and cattle •, for ye may 
fdon find them like a fandy brae, that will Aide away 
with you : but if ye be weaned, and make God and 
his promifes the ftay of your heart, ye will be able to 
ftand in the evil day, Hab. iii. 17. llet Chrift be your 
all, and then blow what wind it will, all yours fliall 
be fafe. 

3. Seek nothings • lefs nor more, in anyway in- 

confiftent 
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•onCftcnt with jufticc or charity to your neighbour. 
Do not dare to drive on your own intereft in any 
nnjuft way. Diveft not yourfelves of mercy and cha- 
rity to others, in purfuing your own intertfft, with- 
out any bowels of compaiTion. Ir is very ordinary 
rn a time of public calamity, for one to build up 
hiinfelf on the ruins of another. Fox that fort of 
work already, God is contending, and will not over- 
look it; If xjcxiii. I. IVo to thiee that fpoileft^ and thou 
ivqfi not fpeiled: and dealeft treacherotijly^ and they 
dealt not treacheroujly with thee: when thou Jhalf 
ceafe to ffoiU "thou Jbalt he fpoiled; and when thou 
/halt make an end to deal treacheroujly^ tlyey jhall 
deal treacheroujly with thee* James ii. 13. For he-. 
Jball have judgement without mercy^ that hath Jbewed 
no mercy* 

4. Be content with, and thankful for the little that 
ye have, and take God's fecurity for WSat ye want. 
For he hath Jaidy I will never leave thee^ nor forjake 
thee^ Heb. xiir. j. He that has taken fome from you, 
might juftly have taken all ; and whatever he has ta- 
ken from yoi*, he might have taken your forfeited life 
when he took it. Therefore acknowledge ye are his- 
debtors, and let not your crofleB and trials make you; 
overlook mercies. 

5. Sit quietly under your cloud, be it thinner or 
thicker, till the Lord be pleafed to make it clear, and 
bring you forth to the light, Micah vii. 9. Whatever 
yoke the Lord lays on you, bear it tamdy : and \% 
will not gall your neck, be it never fo heavy. Say as- 
David, Surely I have behaved and quieted myfelf as tt 
child that is weaned of his mother: my foul is even a$ 
a weaned childy Pfal. cxxxi. 2. 

Lqftly^ Seek the things that are moft neceffary for 
yourfelves, and in them ye will not be difappointed ;■ 
Luke X. ult. One thing is needful. And Mary hath 
ihofen that good party which /ball not be taken away 
from her. It is to ftir up hereunto, that God denies 
jKien great things of this* world- j for it is hard to have 
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great things of this world, and not to flight the nc- 
cefiary things* And tbefe are two. 

(i.) Seek the happinefs of another world » Matth. 
Ti. 33. Sieek yefirft the kingdom of Cody and his righ- 
ier^ufnefsj and all thefe things Jhalljbe added unto you. 
The more that providence frowns upon our lot here, 
let us be the more eager in our purfuit of a portion in 
heaven* If God refufe to give us our good things in 
this life, let us take it for an intimation, that he will 
have us to infift for them in the other life ; Matth. vi. 
ao. 21* Lay up for your/elves treafures in heaven^ 
'where neither moth nor ruji doth corrupt y and 'where 
thieves do not break through nor JieaL For where 
your treajure isy there ivill ymr heart be alfo* 

(2.) Grace for the way to it, efpecially for the time 
of trial, how to get cleanly through. The njoft ue- 
ceflaiy thing in a time of private affliction, or public 
calamity, is^race to carry right under it. That is 
more neceiTary than deliverance, as the found nefs cf 
the foul and copfcience is more valuable than cafe to 
the outward man. 

III. I fhall fliew wherefore fuch an appearanjcc 
fhould bring us off from feeking great things for our- 
felves. It may have this influence on'us, if we con« 
fider, 

I. That we have enough to do otherwife, in pre- 
paring to meet the Lord, ^mos iv. 12. When the 
Bridegroom is on his way, and the voice is heard, 
Beholdy the Bridegroom cometh^ go ye forth to meet him ; 
it is not time for the virgins to be trifling, but going 
out to meet him* When the heavens are growing 
black above one's head, it is not for one to be lying 
at eafe on the grafs, but to make away to the houfe j 
as did Noah, Heb. xi. 7. By faith Noah, being warn- 
ed of God of things not feen as yet, moved with fear ^ 
prepared an ark to the faving of hi/ houfe / by the 
ikbich he condemned the world, and became heir of the 
mghteoufnefs which is by faith, 

r a. Such 
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^, Such a carnal frame of fpirit mightily unfits for 
a time of trial, Lukexxi. 34. Take heed toyourfelvesy 
leji at any time your heart i be overcharged with fur- 
feitingi and drunhnnefsj and cares of this lifty and fa 
that day come upon you unawares. Jonah's being ex- 
ceeding glad of the gourd, made the withering of it 
intolerable to hin?. It makes one like a filly dove, 
without heart, when courage and refolution to fet out 
againft the fury of the ftorm is mod neceflary. 

3. Great things in an evil day expofe men to great- 
eft troubles: fo that many times they are like great 
weights of gold on a drowning man, that make him 
but fink the fafter, Eccl. v. 13. There is a fore evil 
which I have feen under the fun^ namely^ riches kept 
for the owners thereof to their hurt. And this may 
be one reafon, why judgement ordinarily begins at 
the houfe of God, the Lord thereby making way fpr 
the main fhocks becoming eafy to them \ as in the 
cafe of Lot. A ftormy wind will rend up oaks 
by the roots, while fhrubs are tofled only from fide to 
fide, 2 Kings xxv. 7. \%. When one is breaking down 
a houfe, it is the higheft ftones that get the foreft 

fall. 

4. Great things in ah evil day are great tempta- 
tions. It is not eafy to lofe a little for Chrift and a 
good confcience : the bond is the ftronger to draw 
people out of the road, where they have great things 
in hazard. The Lord beft knows our temper, and 
what is beft for our fafety in an evil day. 

5. A low and afflifted lot in fuch a day fits people 
for fympathizing with others, 2 Cor. i. 6. And whe* 
ther we he afjUEiei^ it is f^r your confolation andfalva^ 
tion^ which is effectual in the enduring of the fame fuf- 
feringii which we alfo fuffer : or whether we be com^ 
forted^ it is for your confolation and falvation* It is a 

felfifh, hard-hearted world : and it is hard for them 
that are ;themfelves at eafe in Zion, to be grieved for 
the affli^iion of Jofepl\. Therefore, while the Lord is 

diilributinj^ 
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diftributing forrows, let each welcome his own part^ 
as neceflary for that end. 

Lajilyy Though great things are moft eafy for the 
outward man, a low and afflifted lot is moft for the 
thriving ©f the inward, Zeph. iii. 12. I ivitt leave in 
the midji cf theey an affliBed and poor people y and they 
Jball trtift in the name of the Lord. It has readily 
more ChrifUan experiences, than the full, eafy, pro- 
fpcrous life has. And then though one may live 
more commodiouily in the latter^ yet it is more eafy 
in the former cafe ta die. 

I fhall conclude with a very few words on the fe- 
cond doftrine. 

DocT. II. It Jhonld move men under fuch an ap^ 
peardnce^ that a time may come^ that theyjhall think 
they win well away that win away with their life. 

A fweeping ftroke of mortality, whereof we have 
had an awful fwatch, a ftroke of peftilence, famine, 
or the'fword of a foreign enemy, would foon make 
us forget all' other things, fo that life might be fafe. 
We have been threatened with all thefe, and it is 
very like that fome of them will be the lot of this ge- 
neration', Num. xxiv. -23. Alas! who fhall live when 
Cod doth this ! They bid fair to get their life for 
a prey in fuch a cafe, that are fuiting their fpirits to 
their lot, and to the difpenfations of providence, not 
feeking great things for themfelves, though they figh 
while others fing. Therefore fccure an intereft in. 
Chrift, and in the covenant that ftands faft in him^ 
and live by faith, and fo it may be ye ftiall be hid ia 
the day of the Lord's anger. 
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Execution of Judgements^ 



SERMON 

Preached at Ettrick, November 26. 1729 ; being 
a Day of Thankfgiving appointed by the Prefby- 
tery of Selkirk, for the plentiful Harveft. 

H o s E A xi. 8. 

H01U Jball IgivA thee ttp^ Ephraim ? how Jball I de^ 
liver thee^ Ifrael ? hovj Jball I make thee as Ad- 
tnah ? how Jball I Jet thee as Zeboim ? mine heart 
is turned within me^ my refentifigs are kindled tO" 
gethcr* 

THIS is the very language of God's difpenlations 
to us at this day,, whereby it is come to pafs that 
"we are allowed an occafioh of thankfgiving, after very 
threatening appearances of providence. 

We have here reprefented to us a ftruggle betwixt 
the divine attributes, as to the proceeding with Eph- 
raim or Ifrael, one crying, Strike} another, Hold thy 
hand. It is fpoken of God after the manner of men ^ 
not as if there were any real contrariety of motions 
and aiFeftions in God, who is always of one mind : 
but, in refpefl of the varioufnefs of the events of pro- 
vidence towards a fihful people, he is reprefented as 
a kind, but provoked Father, in whom there is a 
ftruggle of affefbions towards his rebellious fon« And 
here there is, 

i. A demand and motion of juAice againft Ifrael, 

callett 
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called Ephraim^ for that was the chief tribe of them. 
And it is fuppofed. The demand of juftice is, Eph- 
raim is bent to backiliding; let him be given up, as 
an incorrigible fon, an incurable patient. Tfrael call- 
ed to the Moil High is deaf to the call \ let him be 
delivered into the hand of the enemy, as a lamb to 
the lion to be rent in pieces. They have carried 
themfelves like the neighbours of Sodom and Gomor- 
rah, rather than thofe of Judah ; let them be made 
like them, like Adniah and Zcboim.; Gen. xix. 24. 
Then the^ Lord raihed upon Sodomy and upon Gomorrah^ 
brlmjlone andjirefrom the Lord out (f heaven. Let the 
threatening be executed, Deut. xxix. 23. The whole 
land thereof is hrimftone^ and falt^ and burnings that 
it is not Jbwnf nor bearethy nor any gra/s greweih 
therein^ like the overthrow of Sodom^ and Gomorrah^ 
Admahy and Zehoim^ 'which the Lord overthrew in. 
his anger and in his wrath. 

2. An interpofing of mercy in their fivour, ex- 
preffed. Mercy fays, How Jhall I give thee up ? How 
can I find in my heart to do it ! Thou art my fon, 
though a very untoward one \ my people, though a 
very rebellious people. I find the bowels of a Father 
ftirrin^ towards thee : it is hard for me to make thee 
like thofe mine enemies that never flood ia fuch a 
relation to me. 

3. The workings of mercy to flop the execution of 
the demands of juflice. My heart inflamed with an- 
ger againil them, is turned wi$hin me into kindnefs 
and compafFion. Every time I begin to flrike, my 
heart mifgives me, that I muft draw back my hand \ 
ftill I relent for him or repent, and thefe relenting or 
repenting bowels within me glow towards him, cau* 
fing to pity and fpare. 

The dofirine obfervable from the words is, 

DocT. Our gracious God being loth to go to an ex^ 
tremity with a people in fpecial relation to him^ - mer- 
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^ cften interpo/eth for their reliefs when they arc 
•n the brink of ruin* 

m 
• 

In handling this do£trine, I ihall) 

I. Take notice of fome things fuppofed in this. 

II. How mercy interpofeth for the relief of fucli 
a people, when on the brink of ruin. 

III. Give rcafons why mercy thus interpofeth in 
fuch a cafe. 

IV. Apply. 

I. I {hall take notice of fome things fuppofed in 
this. It fuppofeS) 

1. That a people in fpecial relation to God, as his 
church, his covenanted people, may fo far forget their 
duty, and give themfelves the loofe in finful courfes, 
that they juftly deferve to be abandoned, given up, 
and caft oiF by hims The vifible church fometimes 
1}ehaves itfclf in mod of its members, as if they were 
the fynagogue of Satan. This is clear from the text, 
and confirmed by our cafe at this day. 

2. God is impartial in his judgements j and if 
Cod's covenant-people carry themfelves like ftrangers, 
they may expcft at length to fare like them. Jufticfe 
has a demand on the fmners in Zion, as well as on 
the finners in Babylon, If. xlii. 24. Who gave Jacob 
for a fpoil^ and Ifrael to the robbers P did not the 

Lord, he againjl whom we have Jinned? for they 
^would not walk in his ways, neither were they obedi- 
ent unto his law. And the ftrokes of God on thofe 
of his own houfe, when they do come on in earneft, 
are readily very fore, -Amos iii. 2. Ton only have I 
known of all the families of the earth : therefore I will 
funijb you for all your iniquities. Their peculiar re- 
lation to him puts a peculiar edge on them. 

3. Matters may be going fail to an extremity with 
fuch a people, and they yet continuing their courfe, 
and remaining impenitent. So was it here 5 there 
m^% nothing in their, carriage to alter the courfe of 
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providence towards them : they continued their pro- 
vocations in the face of the moft awful tbreatenings^ 
and when on the brink of ruin. And.juft fo it 
is with the generation in thefe lands at thijj'day. 
. Lajiiyj WTien there is no rcafon from them to 
ftop procedure againft themi God out of his fove- 
reign mercy may yet put a ftop to it. So he did with 
Krael in fcgypt, Ezek. xx. 8r^. But they rebellei a- 
gainfi me^ and ivculd not hearken unto trie : they did 
not every man caft away the abominatiofis of theif- eyes^ 
neither did theyfor/ake the idols of Egypt : then J /aid' 
I will pour out my fury upon them^ to accomplijh my 
anger againji them in the midji of the land rf Egypt, 
But I wrought for mymame'sfdkey that itfbould not be 
polluted before the heathen^ among whom they ivere^ 
in whofe fight I made my f elf known unto ihcm^ in 
bringing therru forth out of the land of Egypt. And 
many a time on the deliverances of his people, and 
on ours in particular, may that be written, Ezek. 
xxxvi. 32. Not for your fakes do I thisj faith the, 
Lord Godj he it known unto you : be afhatned and cori' 
founded for your own ways, houfe of IfraeU 

II. 1 ftiall fliew how mercy interpofeth for the re- 
lief of fuch 3 people, when on the brink of ruin* 

1. By putting off the execution of threatenings a- 
- gainft them, when they feem to be come to the very 
\ point of execution. Thus the barren fig-tree, when 

the fentence was pafled on it. Cut it down^ why 
cumbereth it the ground ? Luke xiii. 7. was, by the 
interpofition of mercy, fpared another year ; and the 
old world was fpared feven days after the expiring oi 
the hundred and twenty years. How many timei 
have the clouds been black above our heads, ready 
to (bower down, and yet the ftorm has blown by ? 

2. By moderating the ftroke when it has come on, 
that it has not gone to the extremity that migh*t^ave 
been feared, If. xxvir. 8. '//z meafure when it fhooteth 
fort hi thou wiU debate- with it : he fiayeth his rough 
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^ind in the day of the eafi^wnd. The deftroying 
axe being threatened, mercy has prevailed toehold 
with the^pruning-knife; &nd God has lightly aiHi£t* 
ed, when jaftly he might have made his ftrokes 
heavy to a pitch. 

Laftlyi By putting a ftop even to the courfe o£ 
leffer ftrokes, when he might have <:arried them on 
to the making of a full end, Jer* v. lo. Co ye up up»^ 
on her walls^ and deflroy^ hut make not a full end s 
take away her battlements j for they are not the Lord!^. 
He returns and does them good, after he has done 
them evil. Having pinChed them a while, in mer- 
cy he relieves tlicmi loofes their bands, and lays 
meat again before them* 

III. 1 ihall give the reafons wliy mercy thus in* 
terpofeth for the relief of fuch a people on the brink 
of ruin. 

1. Becaufe of a mourning and ferious remnant that 
may be among them, endeavouring to keep their 
garments clean, as God would have fpared Sodom, 
if there had been but ten righteous perfons found in 
it, Gen. xviii. 32. In public calamities they readily 
bear their fhare, and the Lord himfelf 'has a fym- 
pathy with them in their affli£kions, as he had with 
Ifrael, If.^lxiii. 9. In all their affliSlion he ivas af" 
jli^edy and the angel of Ms prefence faved them: in. 
his love and in his pity he redeemed them, and he bare 
them, and carried them all the days of old. And 
therefore he extends mercy to the community where^ 
in they are. And he has a regard to their prayers 
and fupplications in that cafe; Exod. xxxii. 10. Now 
therefore let, me alone^ fays the Lord to Mofes, that 
my wrath may wax hot ^gainft them. 

2. Becaufe of the infolence wherewith their ene- 
mies would carry themfelves, both towards God and 
them, if God ihould give up with them. Many a 
time the church is more obliged for prefervation to 
the infolent temper of her enemies, than to the 
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gpod diTpofition of many of her members; Dettt. 
xxxii. 7,6. 2J* Jfaidj I wtmldfcfltter them intp CQmers^ 
faid the Lord of Ifraelctf old, / would make the re- 
tnembrance of them to ceafe from among men. : ivere 
it not that J feared the wrath of the enemy ^ left their 
adverfaries fbould behave themfeh/es Jlrangekfy and 
Uft they fhoula fayy Our hand u higb^ and the Lord 
hath not done all this. The bla^hemies of a Popiik 
and malignant party ba^ve been a plsa for mercy to 
keep us hitherto out of their hands. 

Laftlyy Bccaufe God faaa a peculiar ddigltf in 
mercy, it is his dso^ling attribute, Micah ^vli. i8. As 
the bee na|:or^ly gives honey, but does. not fting, 
except when Jt .is irritated and. provoked,; fo God 
readily goes into the fide of mercy, and does not 
^punifh l)ut when provoked to anger, Lam. iii. 33. 
\For he doth not ofiiB willinglyjy nor grieve the chil- 
dren of men. It is his'ftrange a£i, If. xxviii. 2i« For 
the Lordfhall rife -up as in mount Perazim^ hefball be 
wroth ai in the valley of Cibeony that he may do his 
njjorky his ftrange v^orki and bring to pafs his a^ 
hisjlrange a£l. 

1 fhall conclude wkh a very ihort jmprovemeirt. 

This day this feripture is fulfilled in our eyes, ^ 
it has been many ^a day. Had the fummer been of 
a piece with the threatening unnatural- lilce fpring, 
it was hard as it was ;' but it would have been far 
more fo. iHad this harvefi mifgiven as it fome time 
threatened) -^what a heavy condition would the coun- 
try have been in for want of bread 1 Therefore, 

1. Let us beHchadkful to<3od, wbofe mercy inter- 
pofed.feaibnably for our relief, wben wc^were on the 
brink of ruin. To that we muft attribute the relief, 
not to our own behaviour. For the fins of the gene- 
ration, the Atheifm, blafphemy, profaneneis, un- 
fruitfulnefs under the gofpel, added to the fins of 
former times, with the killing aggravations thereof^ 
4emanded ruining ftrokes. 

2. Let 
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2* Let ua own Gpd to be a gracious God, flow ta* 
wrath 5 faying with David, Pial. cxix, 68. Thou art 
goody and' dqft good. And Pfal. cxlv. 8. 9. The Lord 
is gracious f and full of compajfion ; Jlo'w to anger y 
and of great mercy* The Lord is good to all: and h'lT 
tinder mercies are over alt his other works. Let his 
goodnefs lead and exeite ns to repentance, and to a 
more confefentious 'ufe of plenty y and learn ta 
fear the Lord^ and his goodnefs y HoLiii- 5.. walk^- 
ing humbly before him in. a fcnfe of undeferved fa- 
vours. Jacob's example is worthy of our iitiitatlon 
in this matter, Gen. xxxii. 10. I am not worthy of 
the leaft of all the mercies^ (faVB he), and of all the 
truth y which, thou hqfl fbewea unto thy fervant. 

3. Let us know that this kind dealing will ren* 
dcr us inexcufable, if we repent not, and turn fronv 
all our fins unto God through Chrift. The favour- 
able interpofitions of his providence towards us, time 
after time, not having their defigned effeft upon us^ 
in melting us, our guilt will thereby be fearfully 
heightened. See in what light the Lord confiders fuch 
cotidudi, and how he reprefents it. If. i. i. 2. Hear^ 
heavens y and give eary earth : for the Lord hatlr 
fyikeny I have nourifbed and brought up children^ 
and they have rebelled againji me. The ox knoweth 
his owner, and the afs his majler's cribr but Ifraet 
doth, not knowy my people dothnat confiders 

LaJUjy, Ruining ftrokes coming on after fuCb 
workings of mercy, will go to the quick, and bring, 
double ruin on the generation. The more mercy 
has prevailed to ward off judgements, the heavier w)U 
judgements be when they come. Knowing there- 
fore the terrors of the Lord, let us be induced to rec- 
tum unto him in the exercife of faith, gofpel-repent- 
ance, and reformation according to his word. 
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The duty of owning God in our civH 
Affairs recommended and urged. 

I 

SERMON 

Preached at Et TRICK, March 22. 1719.- 

Joshua ix. 14. 

jtnd the men tgok of their viSlualSf^ andajkednat c&un^ 
fel at the mouth of the Lord. 

AMONG the evidences of the decay of religion 
at this day, it is none of the leaft, that God 
and his law are fo little awned and looked to^ in 
inairaging of civil affairs* Many in thefe affairs, 
though of great weight, have little or no ufe at all 
for their religion- Men can difpofe of themfelves and 
families, ^nd enter into bargains and eontrads, with- 
<>ut ever looking further than their worlcfly intereft 
or f^cy. This is the time of year wherein the 
throng of that kind comes in« And I would cau- 
tion yoci againft fbrgettiag^ God in the& matters. 

In the text we have the error of the princes 0/ 
Ifrael in their managing of their bargain with the 
Gibeonites, which was difpleafing and difllonour- 
able to God, uncomfortable to themfelves when they 
faw afterwards how they had been outwitted, but 
could not mend themfelves, and offenfivc. to the 
congregation. Their error lay in thefe two things. 

I. Their leaning to their own underftanding in 
the whole management of the bufinefs: Themeriy 
the princes of Ifrael, took of their vidlua/sj their 
mouldy provifion. They did not this out of any 
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want of victuals of their own, nor fondneft tbcy 
had for theirs, nor as feafling with them upon 
them, for they would have made but a very unplea- 
fant meal* But they did it to examine the truth of 
their reprefentation ; and by their handling and ta« 
fling of them they found they were old and dry, and 
upon this infufBcient proof were fatisfied, that all 
was as was reprefented^ and fb proceeded, to oove- 
nant with them. 

2, Not owning of God in the bufinefs-. They 
might and ought to have aflced the Lord's mind in * 
this matter, and to have walked by his dire£l:ion* 
But as if they had been independent of God in fuch* 
matters, and had been wife enough to fee to them- 
felves, they never owned God in the nvatter. Na 
doubt they thought they needed not, that it was a 
plain cafe : but therein they find their rafhnefs mires 
them afterward; Had they firft afked counfel of God*, 
and then taken of their vi£luals, they had difcovered 
the cheat, and kept, their confciences clean. But 
they left* God, and God left them, in the bufinefs^ 

DocT. y^s it is the duty sf all to own and ncknow^ 
ledge God in their civil affairs^ and hufmefs with men. 
in the W^rld; fo God takes notice ofy and is much dif^ 
pleafed with mens not owning of him in thefe^ 

In difcourfing from thi* point, I fhaH, 

I. Give the reafons of the dofti ine. 

II. Shew whence it is that men do not own God 
in their affairs* 

III. Apply.. 

!• I am to give the reafons of the dbflErine. Confi^ 
der, 

I . God^s command binds us peremptorily to owft 
him id all our ways without exception, Prov. iii. 6» 
In all thy ways acknowjedge him^ and he Jbalh direSl 
thy paths* We mud; take our religion along widik us^ 
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no the court a&d to the market* as well as- to the 
church and the clofet i to our deaUngs with men, as 
well as to our dealings with God, and that under the 
pain of dilbbedience to the fovereign Lord of heaven 
.and earth* How then can one imagii>e, but God is 
diipleafed with the not owning him in thefe things ? 

2^ God has given a promife of dire£tion to his 
.people in all their matters, Prov. lii, 6. fbrecited. 
PfaK cxii- ^.-^j^ good man — will guide his affairs with 
di/ctetioH. And what God has put into the covenant 
by way of promife, his people ought to look to him 
for by faith, and fue to him for by prayer. And it 
is highly difiionouring to God, not to be concerned 
for that which he has made promife of, Ezek. xxxvi. 
37. Thus faith the Lord God^ I wU yet for this be iri' 
quired of by the houfe of Ifrael^ to da it for them. 

3. We can do nothing well or wifely in any mat- 
ter, but as the Lord is pleafed to dire£i and guide U5> 
Jer. X. 23. Lordf I know that the way of man is not 
in himje^: it is not in man that walkeih to dire^ his 
fiefs* Common gifts are from the Lord as well as 
faving grace, James i. 17. Every good gift ^ and even 
perfe6t gift is from above^ and cometh down from the 
Father of lights* Exod. xxxi. 6. In the hearts of all 
that are wife-hearted J have put wifdom. M one man 
have a dexterity to manage his civil affairs better than 
anether, it is the Lord himfelf that makes the differ- 
ence. And he has the fock and key of theie gifts, to 
give the ufe and exercife of them, or to take it away 
in any particular whatfoever, when he pleafes. Hence 
often the wifeft are outwitted, and a^ a& egregious 
fools, being infatuated of God. 

4» The fuccefs of all our proje^ and endeavours 
depends on God entirely, (b that men may do their 
beft to no purpofe, while God frowns on the bufinefs, 
Xiain* iii* 37* f^ho is he that faithy and ii cometh ti 
fafif when the L^rd commandeth it not f Pfal. cxxvii. 
J « Except the Lord build the houfe^ they la$our in vain 
that build it i except the Lord keep the city, the watch- 
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mMTi waitth but in vain* Gk>d has a negatiTC on aH 
means and inftroxnents, fo that the moft feafible meant 
ihall miicariyf if he do not order them to pcofper» 
God has a wheel withm all the wheels of the workty 
which turns them what way he will : fo that often 
man does propofe one wayj but God difpofeth a quite 
other way. 

IL I proceed to (hew, whence it is that men d# 
not own God in their affairs. 

I. Habitual untendernefs of confcience is a main 
cauie of it. Hence our LcMrd fap, If thine €ye ht cvil^ 
thy whok body Jhall be full cf aarknefs . If therefor t 
the ligl^ that is in thee be darknefs^ how great is that 
darknefs! Matth. vi. 23. Moft men have benumbed 
confciences9 which makes them go through the world 
at random) hardly fearing the offence of God in any 
things Tit. i. ult. They prcfefi that they know Owl ; 
but in works they deny him^ They who are truly ten* 
der in one thing of offending God, will be tender in 
all things : but who can think, that thofe who are un* 
tender in all other matters, can be tender in their 
worldly buiinefs ? Fanl's exercife would mix religion 
with civil hufinefs, Ads xxiv. 16. Herein do I exer* 
<ife myfe^y fays he, to have always a confcience void 
tfojfence toward Cod^ and toward men- B\it alasi 
it is rare in the world* 

« 2* Moft mens religion ^is but a power lefs, rain, 
empty fliew, 2 Tim. iii. 5. Having a form of godli* 
nefsy but denying the power thereof It cannot awe 
their confciences to a ftrift conformity to the way of 
God in all things, without referve. They have ftill 
their re&rves in their obedience,t which never comes 
to be univerfal. They halve religion, pretend and 
snake a (hew of piety towards God, which cannot 
iland in the way of their worldly intereft : but they 
make no confcience of lighteoufnefs, mercy, and 
charity, ^ow^rds men. Well may the Lord addrefs 
them, as he did the people of Judah of old. If. i. i r. 
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16. 17* To luhat purpofe is the multifudt of your Ja^ 
criflces unto me ? faith the Lord : I am fuU of the 
burnt-offerings of ramSj andthefatoffedbea/hy and 
I delight not in the Mood of bulhcksy or of lambs ^ or of 
he- goats, — JVafb ye^ make ye ekan^ put away the 
ev-il of your doings from before mine eyesy ceafe to do 
evily learn to do welly feek judgement y relieve the op^ 
frejfedi judge thefatherlefsy plead for the widow •. 

3. Many lay their plX)je(^s^m thefe matters fo con- 
trary to the rules of religion, that they cannot look 
for God's bleiling on them, pr dirediion in them, 
Pfal. xiv* 4. Ifave all the workers of iniquity no know' 
ledge P — they call not upon the Lord, So they do not 
own God in them, becaufe they fee, upon a view of 
their meafures, that they are unlawful ones, ^and their 
confciences would condemn them before the Lord; 
They are ruled by their lufts and paiBons in their con- 
trivances, which makes them break over the rules of 
piety towards God, and righteoufnefe towards men, 
to accompliih their defigns. And what ufe could re- 
ligion be of in thefe, but to mar all ? and therefore 
they carefully (lave oiFthe dilates of their confciences^ 
to make way for the fulfilling of their unlawful pro** 
jefts, ^ 

4. Self-conceit. Men have a high opinion of their 
own wit, and are confident they can guide well 
enough, and fo they "do not fee their need of owning 
God in thefe matterSt Thus in the text, The men 
took of their viHualsj and afhed not counfel at the 
mouth of God, But little do they confider that paf- 
(age, Prov. xxiii. 26. My fony give me thine hearty 
and let thine eyes ohferve my ways. This is to make 
fl^fli our arm, which God can foon- make a withered 
arm, Jer. xvii* 5*^ 6. Living by faith is ^Htte con- 
trary to this, and carries men out of themfelves to de- 
pend on God in all things. And there is good rea- 
Ton for it. For fays the wife man, Ecel. ix. 11 . / re" 
iurnedy and f aw under the fun y that the racf is not to 
thefwifty nor the battle to th^rgng^ neither yet bread 
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f9 the wi/ej nor yet riches to men rf underjlanding^ 
nor yet favour to men of Jkilly hut time^ and chance 
happeneth to them all, 

5. ' Many are fo little acquainted with religion, and 
particularly with the way x)f h)oking to the Lord, for 
direftion in all .things, that they do not think religion 
is concerned in their civil affairs, farther than that tlie 
thing they do be lawful in itfelf. But this is a wide 
miftake- People may perifh by lawful things, fol- 
lowing them in a way not approved of God, as we 
fee in the cafe of the old world, Matth. xxiv. 38. In^ 
the days that were before the floods they were eating 
and drinking^ marrying and giving in marriage ^ un- 
til the day that Noe entered into the arkj &c. We 
are obliged to eye the honour of God in all things^ 
I Cor. x» 3 f. Whether ye eat or drinky or tvhatfo^ 
ever ye do^ do all to the gbry of God ,• to do all in the 
name of the Lord Jefus^ Col. iii. 17. that is,, in obe- 
dience to his call pointed out to us by his word and 
providence, and in dependence on him for dire£l;ion« 
throughbearing in it, and fuccefs. This was the pfal- 
mift's praftice, Pial. cxxiii. 2. Beholdy as the eyes of 
fervants look unto the hand of their majlersy and as 
the eyes of a maiden unto the hand of her mijlrefs : Ji 
•ur eyes wait upon the Lord our God^ until that be 
have mercy upon us. 

6. Lafifyi Not weighing the event of their proje£l:», 
which is wholly in the Lord's hand. Had the 
princes of Ifrael confidered, what weight was in this 
bufinefs, and what it turned to within three days af- 
ter they had made their bargain, ver. 1 6. they would 
not have been fo raih. How often is that done in a 
day or hour with much confidence, that is regretted 
many a day and year? Lot fettled among tbofe of 
Sodom without confulting of God, Gen. xiii. icT. 12. 
13. but afterward, as he had little peace while he was 
there, he got a very fad removing again. Since we 
know not what may be in the womb of a day, we had 
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need every day to live in a clofe dependence on the 
Lord.. 

» 

I now proceed to apjpTy this {ubjed ; and the only 
ttfe I (hall make of it, fhail be by way of exhortation. 

I exhort ai) to own and acknowledge God in your 
civil afFairs and bufinefs in the world. Behave your- 
felves as Chriilian^) as fearers of God> therein, at all 
times, and efpccially at fucb- ttmes wherein ye have 
bufineis of greatefl weight in hand. Take not the 
way of the world, as ye woulxi not pehfh with the 
world. 

I. Tenants, in the taking of your lands, own God 
the great Landlord, and wrong, not your neighbours, 
I Cor. vi. 9. And whether ye fit or remove, be fure 
ye do it wkh a good confcience. Abufe not the good- 
nefs of God| in the thriving of vour (locks, left <^d 
fend a curie on them, and maKe. room enough* It 
twill not excufe you before God,, that ye do not begin 
the work^ Thou Jbalt not folFonv a multitude to doevily 
£xod. xxiii. ^. Ye muft not follow either. Will one's 
wronging you give you a licence to wrong another ? 
No, not if it were the very perfon that had wronged 

?>u, far lefs another that has done you no injury, 
rov. iii. 3r« Envy thou not the opprej/br,^ and chufe 
none of his v^ys. Chap. xxiv. 29. Say notj I will do 
fa to him as h£ hath done, to ntc :^ I will render to the 
man 41c cor ding to his work* No doubt it is Satan's 
^game to find out fome to lead the van in an unrigh- 
teous oourfe, that others, may follow. 

a. Mailers, in the hiring of your fervants, own 
God the great Mailer, remembering that every Chri- 
ftian's family ihould be a church, Rom. xvi. 5. Ga* 
tfaer not together the fcum and dregs of fervants, 
which may be the reproach of a fociety into which 
they come. Read tl^e toiil pfalm, and mquire what 
they are, and what they have been, as well as what 
they can do. It is hard to get choice, I own : but 
when a perfon has laid the matter feriouily before the 

Loiil, 
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Lord, begged God's dire£lion therein, for the fur* 
nifhing of his family, and done hts bed endeavour ia 
the way of means, he nuy have the more peace what- 
ever way it fall. 

3. Servants, in your difpofihg of yourfelves, owa 
God the great Mafter ; and make it a matter of fi>. 
lemn fertoufhefe, what company ye caft yourfelves. 
into* Have regard to the intereft of your louls, and 
not to your worldly intereft only, in uiat matter, k 
is a bufinefs of great weight, how ye difpofe of your« 
(elves, and there may be in it either a &are to your fouls» 
or advantage to thern^ And it is a. pity it ihould be 
fo lightly thought of. Labour to know the mind ot 
God in the matter, by his word and by his provi* 
dence. And iabour to be Aire ye be there where God 
is guiding you to by his eye fet on you.. 

4. Lqfifyf Let every one in their civil affairs in the. 
world own God, smd carry their rdigion abcmt with 
them, in whatever buiinefs providence lays to.theic 
hand. Remember the text, and (pUt not on the rock 
which the princes of Urael daihed upon. There^ 
fore, . 

ly?. Entertain no pro/eft, thou^ promifing nevec 
fo fair for your temporal advantage, which is not jufl« 
being weighed, in the balance of the fan£luary, no 
proje£k which will wound your confcience in the leaft. 
Confider that. paiTage, If. xxxiii. 14. 15. 7he finnert 
in Zion are afraid^ fearfulnefs hath furprifed the hy* 
foe rites : ivho among usjhall dwell with the devouring 
fire ? who amongft us Jhall dwell with everlafting^ 
burnings ? He that walketh right eoujly^ and fpeaketi 
uprightlyy he that defpifeth the gain ^f opprejjions^ 
that Jbaketh his hands from4)olding of brtbesy that ftoP" 
feth his ears from hearing of hhodf and fbutteth hts 
eyes from feeing evil : he Jhatt dwell on htgh^ &c. An 
unjuft projeft, tending to the wronging of any man> 
is what God will never blefs ; and is to be looked on 

as.a bait of the devil^ for caching the.foul| whereia 

the 
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the lofs is a thoufand times more than the gaiB, a» 
will appear at balancing the accounts. 

2dlyy Lay all your juft projeds and lawful defigns, 
^fpecially in matters of greateft weight, before the 
Lord in prayer, Phil. iv. 6. JSe careful for nothing : 
hut in every things by prayer and fuppiication^ with 
tSankfgivingy let your requefts be made known unto God. 
Beg of God d.ired:ion to what may be moft conveni- 
ent for you, Piov. xxx. 8. laying yourfelves'down at 
his feet. It is he that has determined the bounds of 
all mens habitations, has the hearts of all men in his 
hands, and can bring them together for their com- 
fort, who -knew not of one ai^other. htg of him 
wifdom and difcretion to manage your affairs ; for he 
k is who doth injlrudl him to difcretion^ and doth teach 
himy If. xxviii. 26. And beg of him fuccefs in yout 
lawful undertakings, Pfal. i. 3. 

3 J/)^, Purfue folemn prayers with frequent ejacula- 
tions tothe Lord in the time of the management of your 
affairs, i ThefT. v. 17. Pray without ceajing. Some- 
times ye niufl come mto difficulties in thefe things. 
Faithlefs thinking how to do, b.ecomes not a Chri- 
ftian. Look up to the Lord, and think, pray, and 
confider what is bef{ to be done. Perhaps the na- 
tuie of the thing will not allow folemn prayer. But 
people can never be in fuch a hurry or hafle to come 
to a point, but they may get time for an ejaculation, 
for a .glance of the eye of the foul to the Lord, as 
Nehemiah did, chap. ii. 4. There is a promife to 
fix on in fuch a cafe, Prov. iv. 12. When thou goefty 
thyjleps fball not be ftraitened; and when thou run^ 
nejly thou fbalt not ftumble. 

4thfyy Hold^lofely and flri£tly by the rule of ju- 
Aice, as managing your affairs under the eye of a 
jiift God, who hates all unrighteoufnefs. God re- 
quires this of thee, Micah vi. 8. to dojuftly. i ThefT. 
iv. 6. That no man go beyond and defraud his brother 
in any matter, A man may be jufl in fiis dealings^ 
and yet no good Chriftian \ but no man can be a good 
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^%riftian who is not jttft in bis dealings. Keep tbo 
;golden rule of righteoulhefs always before your eyes^ 
Whatfoever y€ Wduld that men Jb9uld do unto y&Uf a$ys 
^venjb t9 them! And do not to others, what you would 
not have done to you in their circumftances. And 
remember, that God the Judge of all is no refpe^-f 
er of perfons, nor can be biafied in favour of any 
man. 

^thly. Never reckon that advantageous which will 
n6t be* for God's honour, and for your ibui's good^ 
I Cor. X. 31. forecited. Separate gain from godli* 
nefs^ and the gain wiH not be worth the taking up at 
your foot, being but a bait to cover the hook that will 
pierce into the Joul; The intereft of eternity is the 
greateft intereft, and what is beft for that is beft for 
the man, be what he will. And therefore in all 
changes and' projeds whatfoever, aik yourfelves^ Will 
this be beft for my fouFs behoof? 

6. LaJUfi Manage your matters without anxiety 
and diftruftful caresy but with a believing dependence 
•on the Lord,' having firft laid them over on God. It 
becomes a Chriflian well to reft fatisfied, and fay^ 
He Jhall chufe our' inherittmce Jhr us^ Pfel. xlvii. 4* 
Anxiety is unprofitaUe \ but dependence on the Lord 
both gives eafe to «the heart, and has its plentiful in-« 
come o( frttit in the Lord's own time. For motives^ 
confider, 

Motive I. God^s eye is on us at all times, and he 
will call ns to an account of our behaviour in our 
civil affairs as well as in others, £cd. xii. 13. 14.. 
Fear God, and keep his commandments : for this is the 
luhole duty of man. For God Jball bring every ivorjk 
into judgement, *mtfS ev^ryjecret thing, nuhether it is 
goody Qr whether it be evil. Let us keep in view that 
awful tribunal then where-cver we go, whatever we 
ht employed about ^ fo fliall we be excited to walk as 
in the fight 'of him, who is now our witnefs, and will 
ticrcaftcr he our judge. 

Mot. %. Our time<is fo (horty and the continiaanoe 
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ef our bufinefe in the world fo uncertaiiii that nothing 
which can be gained by going out of God's way, is 
worth the pains of going off our way for it. A little 
ground will ferve each of us ere long, and jere long 
we (hall have no more portion in what is xione unda 
the fun. 

' Mat. 3« A little gain with God's good-will and 
approbation is better than much without it, FfaL 
juxvii. 1 6. There is more fap and foifon in it, men 
have a furer hold of it, and there is a vaft differenee 
in the after reckoning. 

* Mot. 4. This is the mod comfortable way in cafe 
bf matters mifgiving, and i^ cafe of difappointments 
and crofles in the world. Our comfort^ in the world 
are very uncertain. Riches are not for ever. A 
man may meet with a crofs in the way where God 
bida him go, and with a (broke in the way he went 
without God's leave. But the former has inward 
peace, w]uch ^he other wants in that cafe. 

Mot. 5* At this rate, ye may have communion 
with God in. your civil afiairs, smd experiences of 
the Lord's love in your worldly bu(mefs, which the 
world knows not of, as J^ob nad. Gen. xxxiii. lo. 
Anfwers erf prayer are fweet in whatever matter they 
be} and .to get a common mercy in the way of de- 
pendence on the Lord^ puts a xlouhle value on it. 

Mot. 6. The ftriving againft the (bream of a wick- 
ed generation requires this. There are many to 
di(honour God, by not owning him in their civil 
affairs ; join not with them, left religion be wounded 
through your (ides. When the heft is as a brier, 
and the moft upright as a thorn-hedge, it paves the 
way for a national ftroke, with which we are fo much 
threatened. 

Mot. 7- kift. As ever ye would have a blc(ring, 
and efcape a curfe on your labours, and your fouls 
too, own God m your affairs. For whofo honouretb 
God, he. will honour, and make hini^prpfperous. 
Wifdom will be juftified of her children. 

Befolute 



RcfbTute cleaving to the Lord JefuS 
illuitratecl and enforced* 



S E ' R M O N 

Preached at Gakfhiels, Sabbath afternoon, Augufl 
6. 172!) after the Celebratioa of the Sacrament 
ef the Lord's Supper. 

Acts xi. 23. 

Andixhorted thtm ally that with pnrpafe ofhedrt the^ 

would cleave unto the Lord* 

IN fome preceding verfes we have an account of 
a great addition make to the Ghriftian churchy 
by the converfion of many in^ Antioch and other 
places. The means of it was the preaching o£ 
Chrift \ that is the aippointed means of the conver* 
fioft of dinners* Gal. iii. 2. \ The occafion of tJhe 
gofpel conring to that people, was the perfecution raifed 
at Jerufalem. Satan's defign in it was to quench the 
holy fire, but God turned it about to the fpread- 
ing and increafmg of it. Thus Satan is often out'-' 
flicft in his own bow; and God's people, the more 
they are opprefTed, the more they grow. What tlu9 
fucc'efs was owing to, was the hand of the Lord with 
the preachers. No doubt there was a more than 
ordinary edge upon the fpirits of the pedecuted mi^ 
nifters who preached to them ; but that was not it 
which did the bufinefs, but the hand of the Lord with 
fhem^ The ncareft means of tjbetr converfion was 
^ir )>elieving x faith is th^t which turns the whole 
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man unto God. The news of this fuccefs of th^ 
gofpel coming to the church at Jerufalem, Barnabas 
is fent from thence to them, to hold hand to the 
vork* And in the words of the text, ifc may ob- 
ferve, 

1. How he was affe£led when he came among 
them. Difcerning the ^.ace of God among them 
fhining forth in their way and walk, he was glad. 
He rejoiced in fpirit^ to fee the hopeful cafe^ihey 
were in as to their fouls, they having embraced 
Chrift. The reafon is remarkable, ver. 24. For he 
iuas a good many and full of the ffoly Ghqfi, and of 
faith* And a good man will rejoice in the fuccefs 
of the gofpel, whoever be the inftruments God makes 
ufe of and honours therein ^ though felfifh men are 
apt to grudge in fuch a cafe. 

2. What h^ did, when he caqfi« amang theon. He 
bent his endeavours towards their confirmation, in 
exhorting them allf that with purpofe of heart they 
would cleave unto the Lord* Thofe whom he exhorted 
were j//, viz. tkofe who appeared to have enibraced 
Chrift. The duty he exhorted them to, r&^4:l€ave 
ta the Lordf the Lord Jefus Chrift, who was preach* 
ed to them, ver. 20. and whom they had received^ 
The words properly (ignify fo abide ky the Lord,. 
inuch akin to that, John xv. 4. j^iide in me. The. 
manner of the duty is, with purpofe t^ hearty u e^ 
relblutely, laying it down aforehand for a fure con* 
clufion, that come what would, they muft not part 
with him, but abide by him. . . 

* The following dottriae feema native from the 
words* 

DocT^ Refolute cleaving to, andxibidmg hy Chrift,. 
is the great duty, which all thai afpeuw t^'hatn re- 
ceived him, are to he exhorted to* 

In difcottrfing froai this dodbine, I will fliew. 
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L \xk the general^ wtiat is implied in this refcluie 
cleaving Xp^ and abiding by ChrifL 

U. Why thofe that have received Chrifty are to be 
exhorted to cleave refoiutely to, and abide by him. 
I III. Make feme pra&ical improvement. 

I 

i J. I (hall ihew you in the general, what is^ implied> 
in this refoUite cleaving to, and abiding, by Chril^.- 
It implies, 

I. The foul's taking hold of Cbrift offered in thp 
gofpel) John i. 1 2. being once joined to the Lord by 
faith, I Cor. vi. 17. They that are not joined to the 
Lord, andfo not disjoined from rtieir former lovers> can- 
not cleave to the Lord ; they that are not yet come to^ 
Chrift, cannot abide by him>. The foundation muft. 
be laid in the foul's ciofing with Chrifl, before there 
can be place, for- the fuperTtru£kure| viz^ cleaving to* 
I him*. 

2i That the &p2ratton of the foul from Cbrift will^' 
be eflayed; while we aie here, we muft lay our ac- 
count with it, Rmni viii. 35'. The devil, the world,, 
and the flefh will make the eOTay. People had need to 
bold; for a£urcd]y thefe enemies will draw, (i.) 
They will* try to feduce y^ou by> foft methods, to draw* 
you to deflru£tion with filken< cords of temptation. 
(2.) To drive you away by violence, and force you 
from Chrifl by bard methods,, as with iron rods, 
Gant. viii. 7. Thcrc^are two ways to rob one of theif 
love to Chfift,. fmothering it with^artb> and quench-' , 
ing it with floods of wAter. 

3. KeepingholdofChrift over the belly of all the; 
efTays made to part us from him. Cant, viii^ 7. We mutt 
keep the hold we have got, and not quit it come what 
will. We muft fland our ground, however hot the 
battle be. for feparaiing us from him. We muft abide 
by him, (i.) Without, intermiffion, PfaL cxix. iij. 
/ have inclined mine hearty fays David, to perform thj. 
fiatuUt, aiway^ even unto the end. ' We muft not be 
kei:eaway thexeaway in our religion; one day for 
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God) and another day jFbr the devil ; taking our reli- 
gion by fits and ftarts : but remember, that our ears 
arc bored to Chrift's door-pofts to be for him for ever. 
(2.) Without defejiion, Heb. x- 3S. If any mah 
draw back f my Jiul Jball have no pUafurein hirm Pfal. 
cxix. 1 12- forecited. We mud not for£tke our Cap- 
tain, and go OTCr to the enemies camp ; elfe it had 
been better for us we had nerer known the way of 
righteoufnefs, Luke ix. uit. No man having put his 
band tefthe ploughy and looking tack, is fit for the king- 
dmofCod^ 

n. I fliall idiew why thofc that a^ear to have re* 
cetved Chrift, are to be exhorted to cleave refolutelf 
to, and aliide by him- 

1. Becaufe fome fuch may fal>away, as not being 
really what they appear to be, i Cor. x. J2. Let him 
that thinketh he ftandeth^ take heed kft he falL There 
arc branches in Chrift, which being bound up with 
the ilocki by the external bond of iaeramencs, (be. 
yet never truly knit with it by faith, that come at 
length to be taken away, John xv.'o* Some there 
are, who, if they get not a fader grip of Chrift than 
yet they have got, will furely part with him, by fomc 
temptation Kke a fet wedge driven betwixt the Lord 
and them. But if they would prefs forward, they 
may come te get fuch a grip of him yet, as may fe- 
eurc them agai^;ift total apoftafy. 

2. Beeaufe exhortations of that nature are means 
appointed of God, to keep the feints upon their guard 
againft temptaticms te apoftafy^ to caufe them more 
refolutely to hold on their way, and to labour to grow 
tip more into Chrift, by which they^ may ftand moie 
:firm, as in the cafe of the difciples, John vi. 67. 69, 
who when Jefus faid unto them. Will ye alfogo away ? 
replied by the mouth of Peter, Lord, to whomJhaU 
'we go f thou baft the words of eternal Ufe, God has 
joined together the end and the means of his own ap- 
pointment } therefore though the. p«rfeveraaoe of the 
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faints is put beyond all .doubt, from their being mem* 
bers of Chrift, yet fuch exhortations are not in vain. 

3. They are of ufe to others too, to keep them 
from open and barefaced apoftafy. So Joalh was kept 
back from grofs extravagancies, while good Jeht>iada 
lived, 2 Cbron. txiv. 2. and xvii. 18. Exhortations 
from the Lord's word may have a moral influence on 
men as rational creatures, to keep them back from 
being (b bad as otfaerwife they would be. 

4. Becaiife cleaving to Chrift is the comprcheniive 
duty of the Chriftian life. To believe in him, and 
cleave to. him, id the whole duty of man, as it is 
fummed up by the apoftle. Col. ii. 6. As ye have 
therefore received Chrift Jejus the Lordy fa itialk ye in 
him. And we know no other holinefs of life compe- 
tent to fallen man, but what is a cleaving to Chrift, 
and walking in him. What is of another fiamp a- 
mong men, ie but mere morality, not holinefs; John 
XV. 5. lam the vine^ ye are the branches : he that d" 
kideth in mej and I in him, the fame bringeth forth 
much fruit * for v/ithout me ye can do nothing. 

I ihall now make fome pra£l:ical improvement of 
this fubjed. 

I exhort you then with purpoie of heart to cleave to 
the Lord Jefus Chrift» There has been a hopeful ap- 
pearance among you this day, and fome of you have 
with the moft awful folemnity declared your having 
received him. While yc are in the world, means 
will be ufed to withdraw you from him. But I ex^ 
hort you with purpofe of heart to cleave to him, as 
your all, and in all. 

Ffjr^,. Cleave to him as your all. Say vrith the 
pialmift, fVhom have J in heaven but thee f and there 
is none upon earth that Idefire hefides thce^ Pfal. Ixxili. 
2 ;• One throne admits not tvro kings, nor one heart 
two mafters, viz. Chrift and the world, John vi. 44. 
If ye have received him aright, ye h^ve received him 
if>^ your all s cleave to him as^fuch } ye need no more. 
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yemaffayt as Phil. iy. t8, I have aU^* and aitmnd. S 
skllude to Geo. xx. i6. and iay^ Re/nld^ he is to thaf a- 
eovering of the eyes. And particularly cleave to bin»r 
I. As your God, your Lord^ Head and Hufbandf 
Ffal. xIt. \\. He is -thy Lordy and vtorjbip thou him* 
Hang by the marriage- tie> O belie vef) plead it, Cant^^ 
H. 1 6. My behved is minef and I am his ; and quit it 
not at any time, no not in your lovreii cafe. Job xiii». 
15. Though hejlay mey yet will I trufi in him. But' 
what fliali I do- when, guilt lies on my confcience? 
Why,, quit it not then neither^ Jer^ iii. 14. 7wr«, Q 
back/liding children^ for I am married unto. you. Pfal* 
Ixv. ^. Iniquities prevail againft me : e^for-ourtranf— 
grejfionty thou fbalt purge them avtay. To do other* 
Ctrife^ is as if one that is fallen (houid f ut his haiid^ 
in his bofom till he wreftle up% Faitb iiB:the band of 
the foul, and the ufe of it in it& full flrength: is never 
imfea£bnable« Deal not with aaabfolute God, a God 
out of ChriA ; that is not for a guiky creature. Chrift. 
is thy Lord and Hufband, nay, through- the vail of the 
flefc of.Chrift, thy Makers are thine Hufiandsy If. 
liv. 5. one God in three perfens.. God was in Chrifl^.. 
that thou mightft be joined to him there : fo look thou 
ftill to a God in Chrift,. and reeeive the law at hir 
cnouth, and direftthy obedience to him.. ** Often 
^ and willrngly,** iaith Littker, ^^do I inculcate thisi 
'< that you (hould ilnit your eyes and yoiir eiirs, and. 
*'- fay, you know no God out of Chrift," 

2. As your light through this dark world, John' 
^nu 12. I am the Hghi of the world, fays Chrift* 
Shut ybttT own eyes,: aind let him dircft your way by 
his word and Spirk, and ye will walk iafeil. Con- 
sulting fin- and duty with fleih and blood, is drawing 
back from Chrift. Cltave to him as your oracle : and 
depend on him for light to mark out your way, Prov. 
iji. y. 6. Tru^ in the Lord with- all thine heart y and' 
Jean not unto thine ovtn underftanding. In all thy nvays 
M^knoffvledge him^ and beJbalL dire^ thy paths* And 
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%\ken ye go to iieiek light in particalar caiTes, be rei&f 
to £all in with what ihall be found the Lord's mind> 
in finglenefs of hearts 

3. As the-foumain of pur ftrengtb-for duty, 2 Tim. 
H. I. Thau therefore J myfon^ be ftrong in the grnce that 
is in Chriji Jsfus. Ye have great work to work, falvatioii 
and generation work ;, and ye have a gfeat journey to 
go. It will not be your w6ak hands that will work 
riie workj -nor your feeUe knees that will make the 
jeumey, Cant. viii. 5. Cleave to hin^ and hang on 
him, like a weak womaa on her hufband in dimcult 
Way. And never reckon on any ftrength, but what 
k in the fountain, be the work more eafy or difficulty 
If. ad. 30^1 31. Even t he ycut hs Jball faint and be vjea^ 
ryy and the young men [ball utterly fail. But tbef 
that wait upon the Lordy Jhdll renew their ftrength s 
they fbali mount up with wings as eagles^ they Jbalt 
run and n^t he weary^ and they fbali walk and not 
faint* 
' 4. Ab the fpring of your- fruitfulnefs, John XTr 4* 
Mide in me^ and I in you. As the branckctmncft bear 
fruit cfitfelfy except it abide in the vine : no more cam 
ye,, except ye abide in me* Ye muft ftt yotttfeives to 
the praf^e of holineik, without whidh. op man can 
jfee the Lord, and bring focth good works in yom 
life and Gonver&tion, as ye would not* write your* 
felves feparale from Cbrift. But to hammer them 
out of your own faithlefs endeavours, is to withdraw 
yourfelves from Chrift, and to a& as {landing oq %, 
toot of your own, and not as "branches in Chrift* 

$. As the ocdy ground of your acceptance with; 
God> £ph..i. 6.. Col. iii. 17. A pair of turtle-doYes 
.might be accepted on the altar sM: Jerufalem, whik 
kn ox was an abomination on the altar at Bethd. To^ 
meafure your acceptance with God, by the quantitf 
or quality of your duties, .what-thiey have Qoft you one 
way or others and not according to the (hare you 
have in the Kedeemer's blood, is xM)t cleaning ta 
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Oirifty but flcpsHting from bim. 'The believer ii^' 
no confidcnci. in thfjUJbf Phil. iii. 3. 

L^ly9 As the reft and the only reft of your tovlsf, 
Heb. iv. 3. Matth. xi. 28^. Te ^fbaJIJind reft «• reft to 
your confciencet, which ye aie feeking) but cannot 
get in the law ; reft to your hearts, which ye are feek- 
ingy but cannot get in the empty creation. Wellj take 
up che twofold reft in bim, and Hold there. Go not 
gadding about to feek them any where elfe but in him. 
Go not back to the law as a covenant of works, nor 
to the yain world. 

Secondly^ Cleave to him in all| for he is altogoher 
and always lovely. And cleave to him, 

I. In all that bears his ftamp as his own. And 
ckave, 

ifty To his truths, delivered to us m Ms holy word^ 
^rov. xxiii. 23. Buy thr truth j and fellit not. Ac- 
quaint yourfdves with them, by the ftudy of the ho- 
ly feriptures, ouf Confeffionof faith and Catechifms. 
There is niuch need for it in thefe our reeling times. 
As to the purity of the gofpeI-do£lrine, cleave (o it 
with the greater care, that ma&'s carmpt suture is 
fuch an enemy to it. The gofpel was no fooner puf 
bliihed in paradife, but an angel with ^ flaming fword 
behoved to be fet to keep Adam from running back 
to the kw as a covenant of works for life, Gen.'iii» 
22. And no le(s than the fight of the flaming fword 
will keep any of us hack from it yet, if not in prin- 
ciple, yet in pradtice^ 

2dlyy To his law as the ruk of your life, in all the 
duties of holiuefs, Jphn xv. 14. Beware of making 
exception of the leaft of them, Matth. v.. 19. Cleave 
- to him in firft*table duties of piety towards God, ex- 
ternal a»id internal \ in fecond-table duties oi jufticc 
and meicy towards your neighbours. It will be in 
vain to call Chrift Lord, if ye do not the things which 
be commands. 

3<%, Tq his ordinances . and inftitutigns,. public, 
frivatCi and Cecret. They are the wells of fklvation 

in 



itefihte ckaifing to the Lofi recwumended. tif 

hi this wcarjr wilderncfs, which the tffavelters cannot 
want. The ordinances of worihip, difcipline) and 
government, as well as purity of do£trine, being the 
Lord's own inftitutions^, are to be cleaved to> A.Gi% 
H. 42. ^ • 

4thlyj To his people following him, and to his in- 
tercfts in the world, i John ii. 19. Ye muft take 
your lot with them in this world, if ye i^ould have 
yotxr lot with them in the other world* A c^mpanUn 
of fools Jball he deftroyed. If ye mind for heaven, be 
companions of thofe who are traveffing thither ; and 
think not to live with the wicked, and die with the 
righteous. That was Bakam's wi(h, but he fell ttaoft 
of his wifh, Numb. xxxi. 8. 

2. In all timeSj conditions, and circumflances, Pfal. 
cxix. ii;^. This is the law of the fpiritual marriage, 
that one cleave to Chrift the Lord and Huiband al- 
ways unto the end. Particularly, 

iftf Cleave to him in an hour of temptation, which 
ye may be fure ye will meet with, i Pet. v. 8. 9. 
As ye are joined to the Lord, deny the renewed fui$s 
of ungodlineis and worldly lufts. When temptation 
monies, know ye are on your trials, to prove whedier 
ye will cleave to Chrift or not. 

2dfy^ Cleave to him on all hazards, Pfal. xli^. 17. 
And let xka, the crofs of Chrift fcare you from follow- 
ing of him. Lay yoto' account with troubles public 
and private, as die Lord may fee meet to tryft you, 
but withal that nothing {hall feparate you from him* 
For motives, confider, ^ 

I. The vows of God are upon you to cleave to 
Chriflu Our land Is under the bond of a national 
<:ovenant, and the three nations are under the bond of 
a folemn league and covenant, to cleave to the Lord, 
however thefe bonds are little regarded in our day. 
Ye alio are under facramental bonds, to cl^ve to 
him. Let the conicience of all thefe move you to 
<:leave to him; and venture not to lay, concerning 

the 



I \o Jtijolute cUaving to the Lord rtamsmeiiuUd* 

the Lor<l and his Chrift, as F£d. ii. 3. Let us break 
Hbeir kands a/under^ and cqft away their cords from. 

ms. 

. 2. It is a backflicEng time in in^hich we live^ ini« 
quity aboundS) and the love of many is waxing cold* 
The more need ye 'have to take heed. Chrift is fay- 
ing to you, IVillye alfo go away ? John vi. 67* 

3* Toiar fafety and welfare in the world depends 
entirely upon yonr cleaving to Chrift. Hold by him, 
and ye are fafe. IVho is he that will harm yoUf if ye 
be followers of that which is good^ i Pet. iii. 13. 
"Quit him or his way, and ye fhall certainly fall in the 
ditchi however ficker ye may imagine yourielves ; 
He that walketh uprightly^ walkcthfiurely^ Prov. x« 9^ 
This world is a wildernefs \ cleave to him, as ever ye 
would get fafe through. 

. 4. Lqfily^ It is not they diat fet fair off, but tbojk 
that endure to the end that Jhall be faved^ Matth. xxiv.» 
13. Apoftafy will bring a man to etemsd ruin, Hcb. 
X. 38. but thofe who zit faithful to the death ihall r-c^ 
eeive a crown of lifcy Rev. ii. 10^ 
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